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Soaring With the Eagles 
fidmmning June 7th, I am strapped 

in the back cockpit of an F-15 Eagle 
pmseci Clll the tarmac ready for take-off. 

The poot.. !CT Curt Hughes. throUJes 
the huge engines to full power. releases 
the brakes and we hurtle down the run
way. At 10,000 feet. be turns OD the 
afterburners which thrust the plane 
another 500 feet and we are airborne. 
ctimhing wrtically.!>wbJ)e slowly spiral
ing to 20.000 feet befOl'P beading l)Ut to 
the Gulf of Mexico. 

Few civilians are fortunate enough to 
ffy in a military fighter plane. For me 
it is the culminatim of years of waiting 
and hoping. ty good frieod. James 
LeBlanc. dr'Olle me to the Naval Air Sta
tical at Belle Chase where we were 
welcomed by CTC John Boh, Head
quart.ers.159th Tuctical Fighter Group. 
He refet,ed me to TSGT Eric Birdsell, 
who ''Suited me up- with boots. flight 
suit.. G·suit and other necessary 
equipmcnL 

Birdsell then diroct.ed mo to the F-15 
cockpit "modrup" where he proceeded 
to teach me ejoctian techniques. His lec
ture was clear and direct. but slightly 

disconcerting, since it made me recall 
parachuting once befme after being shot 
down over Germany in a B-24 Liberat.or
Bomber. 

The ejection system is very 
sophisticated A rocket fires the seat 
and the pilot from a disabled aircraft. 
The seat falls away as the parachute 
opens automatically. There are no rip
cords in modern fighter jets. 

Our mission on my orientation flight 
was to seek out and destroy enemy 
fighters. In this case, two A-7s and two 
F-4 Phantoms. As we cruised out over 
the Chandelier Islands, Hughes, 
demonstrated the radar system which 
can detect alien planes from 50 to 160 
miles away. The F-15 can track targets 
day or night, "lock'' it into the radar 
system, and destroy the alien plane with 
a missile without ever being visualized 
by the piloL Amazing. 

Hughes permitted me to take the 
throttle and stick and fly this $26 
millioo fighter. The aircraft responded to 
every nuance of motion transmitted to 
the stick. The thrill of doing that was 
indcsc:ribable. The B-24.s we flew during 

Louisiana Guardsmen Initiate 
Armywide Policy Changes 

Arie • .e.u.y -'--~-ne.ene cl the T-0irisiana Anny and Air 'Jkhnical Manuals to 
ationaJ Guard recently submit.t.od a t.he compoocnt maintenance. 

logisti improvement suggestion to SMART is looking for logisbcs un
Projcct SMART which evaluated provement id as that reduce the 
by th U.S. Aml) Tunk-Aut.omotlv logistics burdens placed on units <r that 

and (T.\CO t) and ;as rec.om- unpl"O\ combat read.in Ideas sub-
mcndoo for Amly\\idc dopti n. nutted to S tART are not required to 

Brttevy and Desselle's suggestion be m any special format or on an) 
rccommcndoo that the oil sump saeen speaal suggest.ion form, but must be 
on the il916/M920 1l-uck. 'lrnctor logistics related and have Armywide 81> 
tnmsffY case be rem<M!d and cleanod at plicability. DA Form 5533 can be used 
regular inten111s and before 1111) period as an aid in submitting ideas. 
of ext.ended usage. Tbe cleaning of this Your solution to a problematic SJtua
sump filter saeen bas greatly aided in tion or obeerved deficiency may Just be 
reduang the high failure rate of the the answer- the Army i,a 1ooking for or 
transfer CMe in the la:ri · ia Army and may provide a clue to a better met.bod 
Air ational Guard. The Prograin or procedure. SMART provides the op
Manager's Office at TACOM bas been portunity f~ your to participate in 
~-estJgating t.be M916/M920 tnnsfer proving the Anny Logistics System. 

problem smce June 1988 and has Mail your SMART ideas to Project 
ficldcd interim PMCS checks previous- SMART, US Army Logista Cents. 
I} in :fSG.k TAOOM 022200Z Aug 88. ATT : ATCirCFI-S, Fort Lea, VA 
TACO ooncuned with this reco,101ie& 23801~ 

L TG Stotser New Commander 
of Fifth U.S. Army 

CTG George R. St.otser of 
Lawrenceburg. 'leoncssee has been 
nominated t.o allDJI)JllVf Fifth US Ar
my and Fort Sam Houstoo. He. will 
replace L'ro William H. Schneider who 
will retire Clll September 30 with more 
than 33 years of MrVice. 

Stotscr will come to Fort Sam 
Houston from Heidelberg. \\est Ger
many where he now serves as Deputy 
Commander-in-Chief of the United 

States Army Europe and Seventh 
Army. 

St.otser was born on April 21, 1935. 
He received his military commission 
upon graduation with a Bachelor of 
Scieooc degree in Biology from Middle 
'lhnnes9ee State University. He also 
holds a master's degree in Education 
from the same uni•'tll'Sity. His military 
education includes completion of the In
fantry Officer basic and Advanced 

WW II were equipped with four 1200 
horsepower Pratt and Whitney engines. 
producing 4,800 horsepower. The F-15s 
two Pratt and Whitney engines 
generated nearly 48,000 pounds or 
thrust • more than enough to reach 
outer space! An incredible powerpack. 

Suddenly Hughes spotted two airaaft 
on the radar saeen 22 miles out. He 
mediately began a steep climb to 41,000 
feet, closing on the enemy all the time. 
Then we attacked. 

A dog fight in a Mach 2.5 fighter was 
the most exhilarating experieDoe I have 
ewr known. Violent~ in turning. 
diving to the sea. streaking skyward. 
rolling over on our back and diving 
again. Flying from 50 feet above sea
level to 40,000 feet and back se\leral 
times, tracking, "locking in" and 
destroying the evasive simulated enemy. 
The pilots of the other aim-aft were no 
slouchers either. They were seeking us 
with the same fervor. 

My only problem with the experience 
was the G-foroee (pressure felt when 
traveling at high speeds). Several times 
I asked Hughes to break~ the engage-

lSG Thomas Patterson 

Course. the naval War College Com
mand and Staff Cowre and the Army 
War college. 

Stotscr's military career includes a 
\\ide variety of important commnnd 
staff assignments. He was previously 
assigned as c.ommanding general o:f the 
3rd Infantry Division (Mechanized) in 
Wunburg, West Germany. Other key 
assignments include duty as Assistant 
Division (Forward), Germany and Depu
ty Chief of Staff for Operations, United 

tat.es Army Europe. Stotser also serv
ed in Vietnam as commander or a 
cavalry battalion and as Assisumt Chief 
of Staff (Operations and 'Il-aining) for 
two 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile~ 

By Dr. Paul W. Pifer 
ment becnuse I could sense mytdf 
"greying out" due to hypoxia (lack c4 m
ygcn to the brainl- Even the G-suit can
oot prevent actually pnssing ouL 'Ihll~ 
flying jet fighters is a young man's 
game; these people can withstand up to 
nine times the pull earth's gravity 
(9-Gs!). Us aider guys cannot. 

I was impressed with Hughes' abili
ty as pilot. and I dubbed him -rhe 
Hunter': He was wary, constantly 
ching the skies visually as well as 
monitoring the radar screen. always 
twisting and turning that F-15. He 
made Tum Cn:iliie look like a neopbyte. 

On our return to base be flew us 
through Macb-2 (about 1,2.00 mph). doYo 
in and out of the lovely cumulus cloud 
banks. showed me the extensive 
Mississippi River traffic, and the 
multitude or small fishing and pleasure 
boats along the Chandelier.I. 

And then the fun was CMS'". We flew 
back to Belle Chase where Hughes ex· 
ecuted a very smooth landing in ooe of 
the world's finest jct fighters. It was the 
end of a perfect morning. 

Patterson Hot 
With a Pistol 

By MAJ Jim D. Henderson 

lSG Thomas H. Patterson 'th the 
2224th fodical taclunent {Denbl 
Service) in Baton Rouge was one of 
1,109 competitors on hand for the 
19 9 at.ionnl Pistol Championships 
t Camp Perry. Ohio. 
Patterson as a member of the 
ect AD 'ational Guard Pistol Team 

hich is composed of the 25 pistol 
hooters in the ' tionnl Guard. 
Th Guard prominent among 

the winners. Among their accom
plishments at this year's "wmid ri 
of shooting'' eight guardsmen in 
the top 100 in the prestigious Prcsi
dent'.s match. two ected for the 

aylcigh Cup, third place overall 
honors in the Team Championship and 
fourth in individual competition. 

"In two of th submatch I placed 
in the top ten nnt.ionnlly," Patterson 
said. "Bu~ I've done better in 
previous yen.rs." 

Over 4,000 shooters were on band 
for the three p (pistol. mnllbore 
rifle. and highpo er rifl ) of the 
month-long matches. 

The championships are open to 
members of the Armed Forces. Ta
t.ional Guard. Reserve Officer Training 
Corps. Air Force Reserve Officers 
Training Corps. Citizens 1ilitary 
Training Corps. Citizens Air Training 
Camps. rifle and pistol club and 
civilians. 

"The team in Louisiana luis been 
undergoing a lot of restructuring over 
the past several yenrs. and now with 
L TC Bob Williams' guidance and 
leadership we're going in a positive 
direction." Patterson said. 

L TC Robert Williams works as a 
full-time training administrator at 
Jackson Barracks.. 



From the archives 
of a LANG anti
aircraft battalion 
In July a 90mm gun was unveiled at 

the Military Museum at Jackson a~ 
~cks. ~ ~cle should be reprinted 
in the ~ws1ana ~uard's newspaper. It 
was ongmally published in 1959, but the 
young people should see how good this 
unit was. They were the best. 
A Former Member 

When members of ew Orleans 
527 AAA Battalion "fell in" that first 
morning at Summer field training, in 
1949, they hardly would have rated as 
an inspiring military sight to the casual 
observer. 

Even with all hands in ranks, there 
were barely enough to make up a respec
table platoon for parade purposes d~ 
ing those frustrating days at Camp 
Polk. The battalion had been activated 
only two months before and as a photo 
~ during that first field training ses
&on shows. "all hands" meant not more 
than 50 officers and men. The battalion 
was sadly short, not only of "bodies" to 
flesh-out its ran.ks. but of the equipment 
needed to transform those bodies into 
efficient, team-trained Artillerymen. 

Yet only a year later, when it 
journeyed across Thxas to take its s& 
cood tnlin.ing tour at Fort Blis8, The a
tion's top laboratory and classroom for 
anti-aircraft troops. already a miracle 
had been worked 

The battalion still was small-maybe 
the equivalent of a good-sized 
Battery-and its property records could 
have been carried in the supply officer's 
pocket. but a spirit had been created in 
the intervening year, a lusty vigor that 
dared any critic to discount the bat
talion's potential championship caliber. 

Ma Raymond F. Hufft, Loui
siana's Adjutant General. noted the 
energy and initiative which the still
fledgling battalion poured into its train
ing and observed: "Never before have I 
seen a battalion start with so little and 
accomplish so much in such a short 
time. I predict that the 527th will do a 
remarkably fine job and add greatly to 
the military annals of Louisiana's militia 
forces." 

His words were prophetic. for eight 
years later, in 1958, the 527th became 
the champion in name, as well as in the 
quality of its own indomitable spirit. 
when it won the trophy awarded annual
ly to the outstanding National Guard 
Air Defense battalion in the United 
States. 

Announcement of their achievement 
didn't particularly surprise the 450 of
ficers and men who now constitute the 
527th. They've had an efficient 
smoothly-functioning unit for several 
years-and they've known it! Over the 
years, they've become accustomed to 
"Superior" ratings from the Fourth Af 
my Inspector General-anything cl~ 
would have represented inexcusable 
failure in their eyes. So to the self-

confident gunners of t he 527th, the 
ARADCOM Commander's 'lrophy was 
only the natural next step. 

P inpointing the factors which pro 
duce champions is not easy-you can't 
add two and two and get four because 
it's impossible to assign relative values 
to such intangible qualities as 
perseverance., loyalty. drive, ambition 
and pride. But it isn't hard to attribute 
the 527th's successes to an ample 
measure of each of those characteristics. 
and to the most undefinable clement of 
them all: leadersbi,.,.,__,__,.,."• 

The handful of officers who formed 
the nucleus of the new battalion back in 
~ 949, ~d who still play a major role in 
its gwdance. brought with them their 
pride in the accomplishments of its 
p~ecessors. As the 105 Separate Bat
talion Coast Artillery (AA), it had 
fought in the Algeria-French Morocco. 
Tunisia. Sicily, Naples-Foggia. Rome
Arno. North Apennines and Po Valley 
campaigns of WW II. From the arid 
deserts of North Africa to the mud and 
slush of Italy. the 105th had given a 
good account of itself and the officers 
who presided at its rebirth in 1949 had 
gone all the way with it. 

T hey had seen it set records before, 
when the price of failure would have 

His words were pro
phetic, for eight years 
later, in 1958, the 
527th became the 
champion in name, as 
well as in the quality 
of its own indomitable 
spirit, when it won the 
trophy awarded an
nually to the outstan
ding National Guard 
Air Defense Battalion 
in the United States. 
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been American lives. In Tunisia, 105th 
gunners set somewhat of a record by 
gagging 12 percent of all the enemy~ 
craft they engaged, averaging 111 
ro~ ds of ammunition per "kill" In 
Algiers, they earned a special commen
dation from the shrewdest fighter of 
them all. GEN George S. Patton. after 
they knocked- out 14 enemy planes and 
scored none probables shortly after the 
Oran landing. 

Some of that small group of officers 
co~? look back even further, to the 
urut s prewar existence as the 108 Cav. 
There are not too many of that breed 
left: L'OC William B. Cox. the battalion's 
current commander, MAJ Edward R. 
Herrman, Executive Officer- Maj 
William E. Cazaubon, S3; CPT Vincent 
A. Beninate, CWO Thomas Brown and 
CWO Aaron Edgecombe. who cut their 
military eyeteeth on the saddles and 
sabers of the old 108th. then graduated 
to the AAA-slanted Coast Arty, and 
finally evolved into the 527th AAA. 

W hen the impressive Com
mander's 'Irophy comes to rest in the 
527th Ar mory, which sits among a 
grove of ancient, moss-draped oaks on 
the banks of the Bayou St. John in old 
~ew ~rleans, you1:1 see a deeper pride 
in their eyes-and m the eyes of L'OC 
Joseph H. Cunningham, battalion Com
mander from its 1949 reactivation un
til 1954 and now assigned to the n~ 
by 204 AAA Gp. He, too, was present 
when the old 108th put its horses out 
to pasture and took on an antiaircraft 
mission for WW II. 

But it won't stop there. Up and down 
the ranks, you11 find men pausing before 
the trophy for a moment. remembering 
the work and effort and dogged deter
mination that went in to its winning. 
Men like CWO Eugene Lala and WOJG 
Huey Monnerjahn and their Ordnance 
Detachment who worked all through 
one frustrating night last summer to 
put the fire control systems back in 
working order after and exasperating 
breakdown. The battalion was due to 
fire ~or record the next morning and, 
despite a lack of parts and of experience 
with M33s. the Ordnance team was 
determined that the complicated equip
ment would be ready. When the units 

" Let There Be Fire" is 
the Battalion motto, • 
but Col Cox adds a 
phrase which you 
would expect in the 
527th: " ... but be sure 
every round hits the 
target!" 

moved to the firing line, guns and fire 
control systems were in tiptop shape for 
some serious shooting. • ot to be out
done, gun crews piled-up a Battalion 
average of 97.11, Battery C leading with 
97.49! 

"Let There Be Fire" is the battalion 
motto. but COL Cox adds a phrase 
which you would expect in the 527th: 
" ... but be sure every round hits the 
t.arget!" 

Formal presentation of the Com 
.mander's 'Irophy will be hcld later, ac
cording to an announce ment from the 
Headquarters of LTG Charles E. Hart. 
Commander of the U.S. Army Air 
Defense Command. 

Meanwhtle, the trophy is being fo~ 
warded to ew Orleans from Pitt
sburgh. where it has re.posed th past 
year in the hands of the 708 Bat
!-8llon._ last year's winner. The trophy• 
itself 1s rotated from winner to winner 
each year but each battery in a winn
ing battalion is given a plaque or its 
permanent display. 

The winning battalion is cho ,n on 
the basis of a composite evaluation of 
performance of all National Guard Anti
aircraft battalions. Going int the 
~aluation were results of Arm) rain
mg tests. annual service practic t fir-. 
ing ranges. inspections, staff p, form
ance., recommendations of region com· 
manders and GEN Hart's own ~udy. 

Reprinted from 
the NATIONAL 

GUARD MAGAZINE 
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11156th Works Out With M-1 At Polk 
Story and photos by 

SFC Kirk J . Barilleaux 
256th Inf Bde PIO 

' Enthusiasm - Webs ter defines it as 
"intense or eager interest." 

During the 1st Battalion, 156th Ar
mor's nnnual t raining at Fort Polk this 
enthusiasm was vcrv mi dcnL 

The Battalion is uiidergoing training 
with their newly acquired m-l Abrams 
tanks. 

'lhlining started in mid-June and con
tinued until early September. Battalion 
commnnder LTC Ralph Stapleton stated 
that the mission for annual training 89 
was to qualify all of the tank crew~ on 
t he M-1 Abrams tank, and to qualify all 
maintenance personnel in the MOSs. 

This L~ a transition from the M-60 
tanks to the M-ls. Stapleton further 
stated that the trairung was going well, 
t he troops were enthusiastic. and the 
t hey were learning a tremendous 
amount of information. 

In order for everyone to get the 
necessary individual hands-on training, 
the training wns being conducted nt 
company tank and crew level. 

This AT period lasted 21 days instead 
of the usual 16. The units were trained 
by the Army New Equipment. Tham (A· 
NET) out of Fort Knox, Kentucky. 

The training consisted of three 
phases: orientation and safety, hands-on 
in the motor pool with emphasis on 
preparing the team for their station 
training, and taking the tanks to ranges 
for live fire familiarization. 

" We are all impres._qed with the speed, 
mobility and firing of this tank. The 
ability to fire on the move is the one 
thing most soldiers are impressed with." 
s aid MAJ Kenneth Valentine. Opera
tion!'! Officer for the battalion. 

"Gunner PFC Tommy Ashton said, 
"It has an excellent firing system. more 
accurate than previous tanks. If you lay 
the sight on the target. you will hit it 
on the move. The lazcr system is ac
curate and accurate. and the lets the 
crew get a pretty good sight of the 
target, and how far it is." 

Ashton, a student at Drauhan In· 
stitute in Shreveport feels that as the 
machines improve, the caliber of soldier 
must improve. 

• "The training ii:1 great. fantastic. The 
guys are learning quite a bit." said SSG 
David Wright. Field First Sergeant of 
Company C in Vivian. "The M-ls are a 
lot better than the 60s. The age of the 
dinosaur is gone. It was a good tank in 
its day, but it's obsolete now. The M-1 
has a quick response, and is easier to 
operate and maintain." 

SFC Billy West, battalion master gun
ner, touted some of the M-ls statistics, 
"The maximum speed is 45 miles per 
hour, and it carries a 105 millimeter 
main gun with one 50 cal and two 7.62 
millimeter machine guns. The crew con
sists of the tank commander. gunner, 
loader and driver. 

"The Lazer Ray Finder (LRF) fires a 
lazer beam at the target which is input-

The mighty M-1 Abrams tanks prepare to move to the ranges at Fork Polk during the 1st Battalion, 156th Armor's annual 
training. 

micro-second The tank fires sabot. heat 
and high explosive plastic rounds," he 
concluded. 

The troops had high praise for the 
NET team working with them. 
Members of the "IIET team work one on 
one with one tank crew for the entire 
training cycle. 

SFC Charlie Brown, a 'ET team 
m~mber and a native of Shreveport now 
stationed at Fort Knox. enjoyed work
ing with guardsmen from his hometown. 
"They are progressing along as piano• 
ed. and some are far ahead. All the units 
that went through did good as fa-:- as 
training goes," he said 

A pre-introduction training was held 
at home stations prior to annual train
ing. The Unit Maintenance Collection 
Point (UMCP) is run by \1:SG Micky 
Smith, Battalion Motor Sergeant. His 
crew is responsible for repairs to the 
tanks, and they are learning their tasks 
along with the rest of the company. 

The live fire on the range dunng this 
annual training was for familiarization 
only. The units. however, are looking for
ward to At 90 when they will fire for 
record 

A support team from the 199th Su~ 
port Battalion was working with the SGT Allen Thomas and PFC Ramone Dotson work on removinc the final drive 
maint.enance team at Fort Polle. on the M-1 Abrams tank. 
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