









































From the archives
of a LANG anti-
aircraft battalion

In July a 90mm gun was unveiled at
the Military Museum at Jackson Bar
racks. This article should be reprinted
in the Louisiana Guard’s newspaper. It
was originally published in 1959, but the
young people should see how good this
unit was, They were the best.

A Former Member

When members of New Orleans
527 AAA Battalion “fell in” that first
morning at Summer field training, in
1949, they hardly would have rated as
an inspiring military sight to the casual
observer.

Even with all hands in ranks, there
were barely enough to make up a respec-
table platoon for parade purposes dur-
ing those frustrating days at Camp
Polk. The battalion had been activated
only two months before and as a photo
sion shows, “all hands” meant not more
than 50 officers and men. The battalion
was sadly short, not only of “bodies” to
flesh-out its ranks, but of the equipment
needed to transform those bodies into
efficient, team-trained Artillerymen.

Yet. only a year later, when it
journeyed across Texas to take its se-
cond training tour at Fort Bliss, The Na-
tion's top laboratory and classroom for
anti-aircraft troops, already a miracle
had been worked.

The battalion still was small—maybe
the equivalent of a good-sized
Battery—and its property records could
have been carried in the supply officer's
pocket, but a spirit had been created in
the intervening year, a lusty vigor that
dared any critic to discount the bat-
talion's potential championship caliber.

MG Raymond F. Hufft, Loui-
siana’s Adjutant General, noted the
energy and initiative which the still-
fledgling battalion poured into its train-
ing and observed: “Never before have |
seen a battalion start with so little and
accomplish so much in such a short
time. I predict that the 527th will do a
remarkably fine job and add greatly to
the military annals of Louisiana’s militia
forces.”

His words were prophetic, for eight
years later, in 1958, the 527th became
the champion in name, as well as in the
quality of its own indomitable spirit,
when it won the trophy awarded annual-
ly to the outstanding National Guard
Air Defense battalion in the United
States.

Announcement of their achievement
didn't particularly surprise the 450 of-
ficers and men who now constitute the
527th. They've had an efficient
smoothly-functioning unit for several
years-and they've known it! Over the

theyve become accustomed to
'Supenor ratings from the thrt.h Ar-

failure in their eyes. So to the self-

confident gunners of the 527th, the
ARADCOM Commander's Trophy was
only the natural next step.

P inpointing the factors which pro
duce champions is not easy—you can't
add two and two and get four because
it's impossible to assign relative values
to such intangible qualities as
perseverance, loyalty. drive, ambition
and pride. But it isn’t hard to attribute
the 527th's successes to an ample
measure of each of those characteristics,
and to the most undefinable element of
them all:

The handful of officers who formed
the nucleus of the new battalion back in
1949, and who still play a major role in
its guidance, brought with them their
pride in the accomplishments of its
predecessors. As the 105 Separate Bat-
talion Coast Artillery (AA), it had
fought in the Algeria-French Morocco,
Tunisia, Sicily, Naples-Foggia, Rome-
Arno, North Apennines and Po Valley
campaigns of WW 11. From the arid
deserts of North Africa to the mud and
slush of Italy, the 105th had given a
good account of itself and the officers
who presided at its rebirth in 1949 had
gone all the way with it.

They had seen it set records before,
when the price of failure would have

His words were pro-
phetic, for eight years
later, in 1958, the
527th became the
champion in name, as
well as in the quality
of its own indomitable
spirit, when it won the
trophy awarded an-
nually to the outstan-
ding National Guard
Air Defense Battalion
in the United States.
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been American lives. In Tunisia, 105th

averaging 111
rounds of ammunition per “kill” In
Algiers, they earned a special commen-
fmm the shrewdest fighter of
GEN George S. Patton, after
they knocked- out 14 enemy planes and
Oran landing.

Some of that small group of officers
coulsl look back even further, to the

current commander; MAJ Edward R.
Her?man. Executive Officer; Maj

sabers of the old 108th, then graduated
to the AAAslanted Coast Arty, and
finally evolved into the 527th AAA.

When the impressive Com-
mander’s Trophy comes to rest in the
527th Ar mory, which sits among a
grove of ancient, moss-draped oaks on
thé banks of the Bayou St. John in old
New Orleans, you'll see a deeper pride
in their eves-and in the eyes of LTC
Joseph H. Cunningham, battalion Com-
mander from its 1949 reactivation un-
til 1954 and now assigned to the near
by 204 AAA Gp. He, too, was present
when the old 108th put its horses out
to pasture and took on an antiaircraft
mission for WW 1L

But it won't stop there. Up and down
the ranks, you'll find men pausing before
the trophy for a moment, remembering
the work and effort and dogged deter-
mination that went in to its winning.
Men like CWO Eugene Lala and WOJG
Huey Monnerjahn and their Ordnance
Detachment who worked all through
one frustrating night last summer to
put the fire control systems back in
working order after and exasperating
breakdown. The battalion was due to
fire for record the next morning and,
despite a lack of parts and of experience
with M33s, the Ordnance team was
determined that the complicated equip-
ment would be ready. When the units

“Let There Be Fire"
the Battalion motto,
but Col Cox adds a
phrase which you
would expect in the
527th: “...but be sure
every round hits the
target!”

moved to the firing line, guns and fire
control systems were in tiptop shape for
some serious shooting. Not to be out-
done, gun crews piled-up a Battalion
average of 97.11, Battery C leading with
97.49!

“Let There Be Fire" is the battalion
motto, but COL Cox adds a phrase
which you would expect in the 527th:
“.but be sure every round hits the
target!”

Formal presentation of the Com
mander’s Trophy will be held later, ac-
cording to an announce ment from the
Headquarters of LTG Charles E. Hart,
Commander of the US. Army Air
Defense Command.

Meanwhile. the trophy is being for-
warded to New Orleans from Pitt-
sburgh, where it has reposed the past
yearmthehandsoftheTOSAA. Bat-
talion, last year's winner. The trophy
itself is rotated from winner to winner
each year but each battery in 2 winn-
ing battalion is given a plaque or its
permanent dmpluy

The winning battalion is chosen on
the basis of a composite evaluation of
performance of all National Guard Anti-
aircraft battalions. Going into the
evaluation were results of Army train
ing tests, annual service practice at fir-
ing ranges, inspections, staff p« form-
ance, recommendations of region = com-
manders and GEN Hart's own -tudy.

Reprinted from
the NATIONAL
GUARD MAGAZINE
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1/156th Works Out With M-1 At Polk

Story and photos by
SFC Kirk J. Banlleaux
256th Inf Bde PIO

Enthusiasm - Webster defines it as
“intense or eager interest.”

During the 1st Battalion, 156th Ar
mor's annual training at Fort Polk this
enthusiasm was very evident.

The Battalion is undergoing training
with their newly acquired m-1 Abrams
tanks.

Training started in mid-June and con-
tinued until early September. Battalion
commander LTC Ralph Stapleton stated
that the mission for annual training 89
was to qualify all of the tank crews on
the M-1 Abrams tank, and to qualify all
maintenance personnel in the MOSs.

This is a transition from the M-60
tanks to the M-ls. Stapleton further
stated that the training was going well,
the troops were enthusiastic, and the
they were learning a tremendous
amount of information.

In order for everyone to get the
necessary individual hands-on training,
the training was being conducted at
company tank and crew level.

This AT period lasted 21 days instead
of the usual 15. The units were trained
by the Army New Equipment Team (A-
NET) out of Fort Knox, Kentucky.

The training consisted of three
phases: orientation and safety, hands-on
in the motor pool with emphasis on
preparing the team for their station
training, and taking the tanks to ranges
for live fire familiarization.

“We are all impressed with the speed,
mobility and firing of this tank. The
ability to fire on the move .is the one
thing most soldiers are impressed with,”
said MAJ Kenneth Valentine, Opera-
tions Officer for the battalion.

“Gunner PFC Tommy Ashton said,
“It has an excellent firing system, more
accurate than previous tanks. If you lay
the sight on the target, you will hit it
on the move. The lazer system is ac-
curate and accurate, and the lets the
crew get a pretty good sight of the
target, and how far it is”

Ashton, a student at Drauhan In-
stitute in Shreveport feels that as the
machines improve, the caliber of soldier
must improve.

“The training is great, fantastic. The
guys are learning quite a bit,” said SSG
David Wright, Field First Sergeant of
Company C in Vivian. “The M-1s are a
lot better than the 60s. The age of the
dinosaur is gone. It was a good tank in
its day, but it's obsolete now. The M-1
has a quick response, and is easier to
operate and maintain.”

SFC Billy West, battalion master gun-
ner, touted some of the M-1s statistics,
“The maximum speed is 45 miles per
hour, and it carries a 105 millimeter
main gun with one 50 cal and two 7.62
millimeter machine guns. The crew con-
sists of the tank commander, gunner,
loader and driver.

“The Lazer Ray Finder (LRF) fires a
lazer beam at the target which is input-
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The mighty M-1 Abrams tanks prepare to move to the ranges at Fork Polk during the 1st Battalion, 156th Armor's annual

training.

micro-second. The tank fires sabot, heat
and high explosive plastic rounds,” he
concluded.

The troops had high praise for the
NET team working with them.
Members of the NET team work one on
one with one tank crew for the entire
training cycle.

SFC Charlie Brown, a NET team
member and a native of Shreveport now
stationed at Fort Knox, enjoyed work-
ing with guardsmen from his hometown.
“They are progressing along as plann-
ed, and some are far ahead. All the units
that went through did good as fa~ as
training goes,” he said.

A pre-introduction training was held
at home stations prior to annual train-
ing. The Unit Maintenance Collection
Point (UMCP) is run by MSG Micky
Smith, Battalion Motor Sergeant. His
crew is responsible for repairs to the
tanks, and they are learning their tasks
along with the rest of the company.

The live fire on the range during this
annual training was for familiarization
only. The units, however, are looking for-
ward to At 90 when they will fire for
record.

A support team from the 199th Sup-
port Battalion was working with the
maintenance team at Fort Polk

SGTAMMMPFCRMMMNmmwm
on the M-1 Abrams tank.
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