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ON THE FRONT
COVER:

In July, members from the Louisiana

National Guard and the Nationa) Federation of
Federal Employees Council of Locals (NFFE)
joinedin theoffice of MG A M. Stroud, Jr , the
adjutant gencral, to sign the new NFFE con-
tract. "This contract marks the cooperation
between the National Federation of Federal
Employees and the full time Military Depart-

-y

Sgts. Larry Babin (Front) and Adrian
ergeotspnniapatedmdvﬂd‘mwbnmm-
Ing with Charffe Co,, 769th Engineer Battal-

fon. SccpagaBandgforlhcstayandnm
mlhcmoccmofChadicCo.(PbotobySGT

Robert C. Williamson, Co. C, 769th ENGR
BN)

mentof the Louisiana National Guard,” Stroud
said "The good faith bargaining of this con-
Uract dispiays cooperation and a willingness (o
fully accep! the unique responsibilities of both
managemenl and the union in oblaining the
highestlevels of mission readiness. ® (Photo by
CPT Maria LoVasco Jonkers, State PAO)

Itis with profound regret that the Loui-
sizna National Guard announces the untimely
deaths of four dedicated Guardsmen,

Sgt. Anthony Levy, 24, died June
18,1992,

Levy served on active duty for over
three years (July S, 1985 through October 10,
1988) before joining the Louisiana National
Guard(January$, 1989). Heservedascombat
engineer team leader with the 286th Engineer
Company in Opelousas,

wnit in support of Operation Desert Shiekd
Storm

Hewas awarded the Army Service Rib-
bon, Loutsiana War Cross, National Defense
ServiceMedal andthe Army Lapel Bution. His
badgesinclude the Hand Grenade:

Badge and the M16 Rifle Expert Badge.

Levyissurvivedby hismother, Henrietta
Baker Levy and brother Terrel! Baker.

Spec. Ryan Paul Dubois, 20, died June
5,1992,

Dubois enlisted in the Louisiana Na-
tional Guardand attended Basic and Advanced
Individual Training from August 7, 1990,
through December 27, 1990, Upon hisretum,
Dubois was mobilized for Operation Desert
Shiekd/Storm with Headquarters and Head-
quarters Company, 256th Infantry Brigade
from Abbeville. He served as an equipments
himsedf as such,

Dubois was awarded the Army Service
Ribbon, Army Lapel Bution, Nationa] De-
fense Service Medal and the Louisiana War
Cross.

He is survived by his father Dorald
Dubois, mother Sandra S, Meche, sister Dang

In Memorium

and brother Troy Dubois, step brother Karl
Meche, (a memberof Co, A, 271 56th InfBn),
step sisters Dawri Agilar, Courtniey Hutin and
Robin D. Girouard,

SgL. Joel E. Guimbellot, 30, died May
30, 1992,

Guimbeflot enlisted in the Lowisiana
Natioaal Guard July 21, 1986 and was as-
signedto Co. A (<), 528th Engineer Battalion
in Winnsboro, He served as 2 heavy construe-
tion equipment operator.

Guinbcbt\s‘nsa\\'ardedthcAmu'Scr-
vice Ribbon, NCO Professional Development
Ribbon, Lovisiana Emergency Seryice Rib-
bon, Louisiana Emergency Service ribbon and
the Louisiana Longevity Ribbon,

Heissurvived byhiswifeKaren,
ters Kristin end Dana and son Zachary
Guimbedlot

Pvi, Ist Class Van Douglas Taylor, 20,
died May 25, 1992,

Taylor enlisted in the Louisiana Na-
tional Guard October 17, 1990, and
his initial training March 15, 1991,

Taylor served asa constnuction equip-
men repairer with HSC, 527th Engineer Bat-
tation in Ruston,

Tayior was awarded the Army Service
Ribbon, His badges inicude the M16 Rifle
Sharpshooter Badge and the Expert Hand Gre-
nade Badge,

He is survived by his wife Cassandra,
hus mother Rhondz K. Taylor and his father
Van D. Taylor, Sr.

Members of the Louisiana National
Guardnwumlhesedmhsmdexmddecpw
sympathies to their fymiles,

Msyor Roanie Harris of Gretna was
recognized recently by members of the Louisi-
ana Natienal Guard for his continued suppon
of the Guard's mission. Harris donated office
space inside the Gretna City Hall for the West
Bank Section Recruiting Office to base its
operatons. SFC Steve Hebert (left) and SFC
James Compliment (right) presented plaques
to Susan Pereal, chiel admmistrative officer

and Hams. Harrissaid "] found out from Susan
that the National Guard was looking for ofTice
space for their recruitng station. \We ha\'tf an
open office, so { offered it fo them. An)f time
the City of Gretna can help out our military
effortin Louisiana, we will.” Hamiswentonto
say that he would ke to see an Army National
Guard unit stationed on the West Bank, in
Gretna. (LAARNG Photo)
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BG Melancon Retires as Asst. AG, Air

By SSG Suzanne Chaliot
15%h FG/PA

Brig.Gen Ralph) Mdancon, Sr., ended
37 years of miluary service wath his July retire-
ment.

“Even though [ am retiring from the
Natonal Guard,  will keep an active interestin
the vanousunits, the museum programand the
performance ratings of our organzanons,” sad
Melsncon

Since Junc 1987, as Assistamt Adjutan
General (Air), Lowrsiana National Guard,
Melancon has assisted and advised the Adju-
tant General on all matters conceming the
Louisiana Air National Guard units.

“1 have mixed feelings about seeing
Gen. Melancon retire. On onc hand [ regret
losing a good [riend and confidant, someone |
have worked well with i the past,” said Maj.
Gen. A. M. Stroud, Jr. “But without retirement
there is no advancement for people such as
Col. Sam De Generes who will succeed
Melancon as assistant adjutant general.”

Reflecting on the status of the Louisi-
ana National Guard Melancon siated, "Look-
ing back five years, I have seen a consistent
impeovement in all arcas of our guard units.
What I would like to remind guardsmen is to
pay attention 1o the small things such as disci-
pline, 35-10 and overall attitude. We are
Judged by active duty inspeciors so weneed to
keep our polish up and remain as competent
and professional as our active duty counter-
pans.”

Mrs. Louise Melancon, wifc of the retir-
ing general, commented on their transifion,

Judge

BG Charles R. Lindsay, [ormer Deputy
STARC commander, reccives the Legion of
Meritand the Louisiana Distinguished Service
Cross from MG A.M. Stroud, Jr., during his

MG Ansel M. Stroud, Jr., congratulates
BG Ralph J. Melancon, Sr., on his retirement

“We are sad to see this part of our lives come to
aclose, but we are looking forward 1o spending
all our weekends topether. We are even work-
ing on a cookbook specializing in low calorie
cuisine.”

At the retirement ceremony Stroud
awarded Melanconthe Air Force Distinguished
Service Medal. His exceplionally meritorious
and outstanding service carned himthe highest
award ever given 1o a Louisiang Air National
Guardsman.

Also awarded by the direction of the
President was the Legion of Merit Award.

Other awards included the National
Guard Bureau Certificate of Service, the Loui-

retiement ceremony held 21 Camp Beauregard
inJuly. (Photo by 2LT David Barham, 241st
PAD)

r Y m
from the Lowisiana Aur Nationa} Guard wath
over 37 yearsof militasy service, July 12, 1992,
(LAANG Phoio)
signa Distinguished Service Medal, and the
Minuteman plaque for over 37 years of mili-
tary service.

His past swards and decomtions in-
cludethe Meritorious Service Medal, Air Force

Commendation Medal, Combat Readiness
Medal, Air Force Longevity Service Award
with one silver and one bronze cak leaf cluster,
Armed Forces Reserve Medal with two hour
glass devices, Small Arms Expert Marksman-
shipRibbon, AirForce Training Ribbon, Loui-
siana Commendation Mexal, Louisiana Emer-
gency Service Medal, and the Loulsiana Lon-
gevity Medal with four fleur de Jis.
Beforebecoming assistant ajutant gen-

By 2LT Dawvid Barham
2415t PAD
After spending more than 32 years in
the National Guard, Bng. Gen. Charles R
Lindssy said the biggest part he will miss about
the military ts the soldiers.

“The units are in great shape,” Lindsay
said. “The people inthe Guard are some of the
best we have had."

Lindsay inspecied his bartalions for the
last time July 12 dunng a retirement ceremony
at Camp Beauregard - complete with bands,
tributes and a screaming F-15 flyover.

“The hallmark of Gen. Lindsay was his
leadership,” said Maj. Gen. A. M. Stroud, Jr.,
sdjutant peneral of the Louisiana National
Guard. “Tthink the charecter of Charles Lind-
sayis one that anyone would want to emulate *

Lindsay was presented with the Legion
of Merit and the Louisiana Distinguished Ser-
vice Crossfor " outstanding military proficiency
and exceptional leadership.” His wile, Janet,
wasgivenacertificateof sppreciation from the
Department of the Army for the support she
has given her husband throughout his career.

eral, Melancon was the plans and programs
officer for the Air Guard from 1984 10 1987.
He oversaw both the successful conversion of
the 1 59th Fighter Group to the F-15 Eagle and
the construction of new facilities for the 236th
Combat Communicanons Squadron

From 1969 through 1982, Melancon,
then a major, was commander of the 159th
Engineering Flight. Dunng those 13 years the
Loutsians Air Navonal Guard buslt virtuglly al
the modem operatonal faciliies now in use
"When we started out we had the hangar and
twoother buildings, " stated Chuef Donald Seals,
first facilitymanager under Melancon. “Under
the command of Melancon we engineered the
layout and coastruction of the existing base.”
Seals smd.

Melancon started militarylifeasa fighter
pilotcaming his wingsin 1956, His first active
service assignment was Hanscom AFB, Mass.,
as an wmierceptor pilot of an F-86 Saber. In
1958, then 151 Lt. Melancon joined the Louisi-
ana Air National Guard as an Interceptor pilot.
By 1967 he was a flight commander in the
122nd Fighter Squadron.

Melancon has logged more than 1800
Mlying hours in the F-102 Delta Dart, the F-86L,
and F-86 Sabers, the C-54, C47, U-31, T-33
and T-28.

Melancon is 2 1972 graduate of Loyola
University School of Lawand a 1955 graduate
of Louisiana State University. In his civilian
role Melancon is the regional supervisor of
production and development in the Depart-
ment of the Interior.

Bom in Thibodaux, La, Melancon has
served most of his 37 years in his home stale,

Lindsay Says Good-bye After 32 Years

Lindsay, who is a judge on the Second
Circuit Court of Appeal in Shrevepart, was the
Deputy State Area Command commander
before his retirement. He smd he would not
give up his civilian job.

The 225th Engineer Group, the 256th
Infaniry Brigade, the 204th Area Support
Group, the 156th Army Band and Troop Com-
mand stood &1 altention as Lindsay and Stroud
inspected the units. Lindsay said his only
ocncem for the units is their ability 1o keep the
readiness level they have achicved.

*We'vecome 2 long way,” Lindsay said.
*We're a full pantner with the active army. We
need tomaintain a high level of readiness.” He
said units throughout the state are preparing
and trsining well, and he hoped they would
conlinue doing $0.

Lindsay said his biggest accomplish-
ments came while commanding the 225th
Engineer Group. He said moving units to
Central America and completing engincering
projects there gave him the most satisfaction.

"He led from up front,” Stroud said.
"He is a classic leader.” .

.
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ACOE Sports Underway

By Katie Gagliano

Sports Commissioner

The Louisiana Nabonal Guard Intra-
myral Sports Program started as part of the
Army Communities of Excellence Plan 10 en-
courage a spint of camaraderie and fair play
among the (ull time LANG staffand familiesin
an informal and healthy environment. All full
time cmpioyces, stafT, spouses andchildren are
chgible to participate in the intramural spons
activities

There is an Overall ACOE Intramural
Spornts Trophy which will be awarded 1o the
directorate, unit, group or team with the high-
est point total a1 the end of the year. The points

are accumulated through participation m an
event, and where thatteam placedin the league.

The Mixed Cabbage Ball League is
now underway. Thereare nine teams. These
games are played on Mondays and Wednes-
days at 4:30 and 5-30 in the ficld behind Bldg.
223, Facilites Engineering af Jackson Bar-
racks

There were two Volleyball Leagues,
Co-Rec and Power Ball, The winnerof the Co-
Rec League was the Directorate of Facililies
Engineening. The winner of the Power Ball
League was the combination team of the Di-
rectorale of Secunty and Traning and the
Drrectorate of Milrary Support

V- R e

The 1992 ACOE Mrxed Cabbage Ball
League started ofl’ with DMS (Drrector of
Military Suppon) playing AASF (Army Avia-
tion Support Facility). SGT Patnck Graves hit
the first game piich thrown by CPT Pat Griflin

Butler Retires From

DMS won the first game of the season.

MG A M.Stroud, Jr., blessed the league
by throwing the opening ball. (Photo by SGT
Kristi Moon, 241st PAD)

"Combat Dentistry"

By SGT Knsti L. Moon
2411 PAD
During an April 26 ceremony, Col.
Bruce B. Butler relinquished command of the
2224th Medical Detachment (Dental Services)
afler five years.

Butler, who commanded the unit from
March 1987 through April 1992, nurtured the
unit from a fiteen member cell 10 a thriving
group of some of the best soldiers in the busi-
ness, hesaid. Under Butlersdirection, the unit
camed the Superior Unit Award in 1990 and
supported mobilization station dental activities
at Fort Polk during Operation Desert Shield.

*The unit is now combat dentisiry
ready,” Butler said. Butler attributes the suc-
cess and growth of the 2224th to the great
support the unit received (rom Troop Com-
mand and other directorates at Jackson Bar-
racks, and to the great recruils and dentists that
have served with the 2224th  Volunieer par-
ticipation inoverseasdeployment missions has

been another key [actor m the excellent train-
ing our soldiers received, Butler said.

*The last four years have really been
[un. Andif's because the unit pulled together.
Ve made a real group effort,” Butler said.

Butler will retire in September with 39
years service in the Armed Forces. He has
servedwiththe 159thFighter Group, the 377th
Medical Detachment (Dental Services) U.S.
Amy Reserves, and the 2224th. Hewill spend
the remainder of his lime reviewing dental
records of Desert Storm veterans, with Troop
Command.

“This has been the greatest opportunity
of my entire Army Career,” Butler said.

Buller is succeeded by Col. Phillip L.
Carruth, who is continuing the fine raditions
of the unit. The 2224th received outstanding
ratings during their recent Army Training
Evaluation Plan (AR TEP) during annual train-
ing 1992 at Camp Shelby, MS.

1992 Jr. Olympic Rifle and Pistol Teams

Trp Cmd Sponsors Jr. Olympics

Jackson Barracks recently hosted the
JuniorOlympics Rifle and Pistol Maiches [rom
June 24 through 28, 1992.

About 20 kids, all [rom Lowsiana, Mis-
sissippi, and Texas, lived in the open bay
barracks at Jackson Barracks during ther stay
in New Orleans,

The matches included competition in
running targets, pistol shooting, small bore
rifles, and air rifles.

Atanawards ceremony held the last day
of camp, Lt. Col. Charles Watts of Troop
Command and retired Sgt. Maj. Mickey
Brondum presented the winners in cach cat-
cgory withmedals They also thanked several
key volunteers for providing meals for the kids

and for kecping them entertained afler the
matches ended each day.

*It has been a privilege for us to support
you, the kind of club that builds chameter,”
Watts said

Theovenall winners were: Kurt Ochler,
running target, Harry Kneisler, pistol; Troy
Hollomoa, small bore rifle; and Nicholas
Gagliano, air rifle,

Coaches for the event included:
Brondum, Hale Davison, Jack Winters, James
Sanders, Tracey Pertuit, Dan Saxon, Wilber
Haas, Henry Couvillion, and William
Johnson (Photoby SGT Kristi L. Moon., 2415t
PAD)

MG AM. Stroud, Jr., unveils five holly
bronze plaques dedicated 1o the 1/141st Field
Artillery during an August 1 ceremony. The
dedication marks the fine commitment of the
Washingotn Artillery during Desert Shicld/

Desert Storm. The plaque monument is dis-
played at the 1/141st armory at Jackson Bar-
racks. (Photo by SPC Rebekah Smith, 241st
PAD)
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From the Desert to the Jungle:

SGT Rodney L. West

By SPC Don Cygan

104th PAD, COARNG

Howard AirForce Base, Prnama-Loui-
siana Army National Guardsman Sgt. Rodney
L. West, Jr., still likes to tell the story: how a
moment of [ate turmed into a reunion with his
father In the Sawdi Ambian desert.

West, 8 helicopter mechanic working
with Co. B, 1/228th Aviation Regiment at
Howard Air Force Base, said that running into
his father, retired Master Sgt. Rodney L. West,
Sr., was like {inding a needle in & desert hay-
stack. The tale is just one example of the
unique bond between this young man and his
father.

The 20-year-old guardsman likes fo
share the story with his fellow mechanics as he

" workson helicopiers during his 9%0-day service

tourin Panama \Vest, a member of the 812th
Medical Company (Air Ambulance) is in
Panama working with the 228th on a Key
Personnel Upgrade Program (KPUP)

The program amanges for national
guardsmen to live with and train with regular
in an active duty role.

The program is a way for guardsmen
like West lo travel to places around the world.
Although the Slidel], La., native is only two
years out of high school, he has already trav-
elled to Southwest Asia and Central America.

His service last year in Saudi Arabiz
included the remarkable chance meeting with
his father, West said. He was stationed with his
unit at King Khalid Military City when he
walked intoa large operations teni and bumped

Flight Companies Unite As One

ByMAJ TomMix
Exec. Of. 1/244th Avn
“The Louisiana National Guard's 1/

244th Avn received praise and admiration for
2 job well done during annual training 92 at
Fort Hood, Tex. The 1/244th Avn supported
the 45th Ameor Division with 30 Huey heli-
coplers {rom June 13-27, 1992, Although
there were approximaiely 110 aircrafl in sup-
portofthe49th AD, the 1/244th completed4$
percent of all aviation support missions.

Onthe first day of annual training the 1/
244th was given an air assault mission (o lift 8
battalion ol the 7th Infantry Division from Fort
Ord, Calif. This was a pre-dawn lift involving
two companies from 1/244th and & company
ol UH-60 aircrafl from the 49th Avn Bde. As
usual the 1/244th was on lime, on station, and
received praise for the professional attitude and
mission sccomplishment by the I Corps com-
mander.

What makes thisannual training s major

accomplishment for the 1/244th is that this
was the [irst time any ol the three [light compa-
nies have worked together. When you con-
sider that the Headquarters, HHC, Deliz and
Alpha companies are in New Orleans;, Charfie
Company is in Alexandria, Ls; and Bravo
Company is in Winder, Ga,, just the fact that
logistically this unit massed as one is extraordi-
nary. Thecompaniesanddetachments meshed
together as if they had done this every year.
This proves that if properly planned, subordi-
nate units from olher states can work in har-
mony together and accomplish their mission
gbove the standards.

The 1244th was evaluated by the
Deputy Commander of the 6th Cavalry Br-
gade (Arr Combat). Lt Col. Timothy Stoltz
stated, "This unil not only accomplished an
outstanding logistical challenge but is one of
the best aviation battalions I have worked with
in either the active or reserve component.”
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Storm Veteran Reminisces in Panama

straight mio hus father

“Mybuddy came to getme and said they
needed me in the tent,” West said. “T walked
right past ham at first. [ didn't recognize bum. 1
had to stopand think — thal's my dad. Theyhad
a good laugh on me *

He said the meeting was ¢ven more of
a surprise because he had noidea his father was
in the arca,

"My dad usedto bein mynational guard
unit, but then he got nto the Manne Corps
Reserve,” West sad " knew he was in Saudi,
but I thought he was in another pan of the
country ”

West sad his father's influence has
played an important part in his own life, both
military and civilian.

"We're more like [riends — wedo alotof
things together,” he said  The elder West's
mnfluence led his son to choose the Army Na-
tional Guard asatraining ground beforeaiming
for a career in law enforcement. West, S, a
veteran of both Operation Desert Storm and
Vietnam, currentlyworks in Slidell asa reserve
police officer.

Before retiring, his father workedin the
812th as a helicopter crew chief and helped
bring his son into the unit.

"He said he'd like to serve with me,"
West said. "I signed up two months after my
17th birthday.”

Westsaidheenjoys workingin Panama,
and especially working on the helicopters. A
loveofhelicopterscomes [rom early memories
of his father, he admitted.

"l used to wave at my dad when he'd fly
over our house,” West said,

\hile in Panama, West is helping me-
chanics with the 228th perform overhauls on
two of the unir's helicoplers. The training will
provide valuable hands-on experience in re-
pairing and maintaining helicopters.

Asatrade-ofTfor the know-how Westis
acquiring, the 228th is getting a little extra help
in performing the required maintenance.

“He really helps pick up the slack * Sgt.
Arontefi Santiago, a mechanic with the 228th
sad “*We're a little short on mechames at
times, and having people like him really helps *

When West spent four months in Saud)
Arabia, he performed similar work under dras-
tically different conditons

*Actually, there's more to worry about
here (Panama),” he said  “With the salt water
airwe haveto pay mose attention to comosion.

West sad those conditions are very
similar to the heat and hurmdity of Loursiana,
Combined with the greater amount of flight
hours logged by the hehcopters at Howard
AFB, the traiming isturning out to be a real gold

mune of expenence for West to bring back to”

his unit.

Helicopters aren't the only thing West
has in common with his fther. Both men
share a love of scuba diving, sailing and target
pisto! shooting.

“I've been shooting since [ was 11," he
saidwithasmule “LastSeptember, meandmy
dad competedin the Ball Steel Challenge Marine
Corps Pistol Maich. He placed second; I won
ﬁln.l

Although the younger West sees his
father as a friend, he's quick to admit that his
father doesn't hold back when il comes 10
teaching him about the military,

"Every once and a while he gets on this
senior NCO trip,” West said.

But leaming from his father's example
has already taken the young guardsman far in
his mililary carcer. He thrives on atiending
professional NCO development schools and
strives to live ap to 3 personal code of profes-
sionalism,

West saidhe thinks there was mose than
Jjust fateat work when the two found each other
last year, Like birds of a [eather, the two men
have much more in common than blood ties.

"It'sa family tradition, serving our coun-
ry,” he said “And I hope when I have kids
someday, theyTl serve loo.”

The 1244th AVN makes history asthe

enlire battalion unites for their first composite

annual training at Fort Hood, Tex. (49th AD
Photo) .
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Optimal Focus Uses Real Life

_#'

Approach to Training

By SPC Dane A. Keme
204th ASG/PA
The successes eamed by National

Guard units that were activated for sernice in
Operation Desert Storm areshining testaments
totheellecuvenessofthe "Real Life” spproach
to trawning the Guard now uses. Authentically
rigid and thorough training exercises, such as
the recent "Optimal Focus® exerase, isthe way
of the present as well as the future for reserv-
ists. Therefore, when a detachment of soldiers
from the 3%th Miltary Police Company de-
scended upon Louisiana's own Fort Polk, they
knew they would be put to the task of dealiing
with "Real Life® situations.

The detachment, 48 members strong,
was at Fort Polk from May 27 to June 3, 1992.
While there, they supported the 2223d Engi-
neer Battalion [rom Baton Rouge on 8 mission
of theirown. Partolthe 39th's mission wasto
act as openations post for tactical operators.
This type of mission only strengthens our unit
in light of our Operation Desert Storm expo-
sure, stated StafT Sgt. Eric Guelzow.

There was another part of their mission

that wasmuch more meaningful tothe 3%th, In
true “Real Life” fashion, these guardsmen stood
side by side with Fort Polk's MPs. Its hard,
however, to umagine how an exercise can ap-
proach the effectiveness levels (trammng-wase)
of Desert Storm  Guelzow insists otherwise,
saying, "I think that this exercise was very
representative of our unit's mission." They
spent the week providing the same support to
the 10,000 military and civiltan personnel who
live and work on Fort Polk as the active Army
MPs do. Some of the MPs dutres including
working accidents, managing the flow of post
traflic and performing basic physical security
checks of base property

Guelzow noted how this “Real World®
training (i.e. mission specific) is so importanL
“An exercise like this fortifies skills already
leamed by experienced soldiers and is also
good [or our newer troops,” he said.

“The main reason it was good was be-
cause military law enforcement and real opera-
tionsis our primary mission and thar'sjust what
we did”

SGM Edward Walsh

Walsh Retires After an Active 20

By SPC Dane A. Kerne

204th ASG/PA

The 204th Arca Support Group said
good-bye to one of its own recently. Sgt. Maj.
Edward A. Walsh, the unit's 5th U.S. Army
Advisor, ended his 20 years of service with the
Ammy in June, and was awarded one of tls
highestawards: The Louisiana CrossofMent

Walsh has had a number of different
stops during his term  He performed a vanety
of logistical dubics while stationed at a number
of posts, both here and abroad. Walsh spent
time serving his coamtry in Germany and Ko-
rea, ionameafew, Hespentthe final two years

of his enlistment with the 204th.

Ata retirement service heldin his honor
June 7, Walsh was presented the Louisiana
CrossolMeril by Col. William Thomas I, the
204th ASG's commander. The ceremony was
orderly and precise, two traits readily found n
the sergeant major. A man of few words,
Walsh declined to give a speech dunng the
actual ceremony  Afterwards, however, he
was asked how he would like to be remem-
bered  He responded, ™1 guess [ want to be
remembered as someone whodid the Job nght
and didn'tcomplain Just get it doae, I guess °

Walsh, now officsally retired from the
mibitary, is residmg in Missoun

SGT Dennis Gerarve, 39th MP squad
leader, takes notes as 2LT Abcaham Layani
briefs his non-commissioned-officers (NCOs)
prior (o their convoy that will take them on &
secure and defend mission as part of Coastal

8o -

Crescent'92.  Gerarve sports MILES (Multi
Integrated Laser Engagement System) gear,
which isused to simulate “wargames®. (Pholo
by SGT Kristi L. Moon, 2415t PAD)

39th MPs Secure Strategic Reserves

By SGT Kristi L. Moon
2412t PAD

“When we armive on site, be sure your
men hydrate. Ifs going to be hot and we can't
afford any heat casuaities,” 2nd Lt Abraham
Layani, platoon leader for the 39th Military
Polics Company, expressed o his squad lead-
ers.

Layani was going over his operational
plan for Coastal Crescent '92, a joint exercise
besween the Louisiana Navonal Guard, the
Coast Guard and the Strategxc Petroleum Re-
serves in St. James Parish, La.

The 39th MPs were tasked to secure
and defenda designated section of the Strategic
Petroleum Reserves while two Coast Guard
cutters provided a security 2one in the border-
ing Mississippi River. All of this was partofa
planned training mission designed to exercise
the concept of key asset protection.

Before the 29-man cell headed off to
secure and defend, they were issued MILES
(Multi Integrated Laser Engagement System)
gear, by members of Wackenhut Security, Inc.
This equipment operates on a laser principle.

Each memberof the 39th wasissucd a hamness
and ahalo designed with laser detectors, along
with a special weapon. The weapons, rifles
and pistols, fire blanks that send out a signal. If
the signal strikes one of the detectors on the
hamess o halo, a sharp shrill resonates, indi-
cating the individual has been struck.

Accordingio Sgt. IstClassRobert Nagy,
an observer and advisor from the 391th, the
exercise was “outstanding " “But, I'm preju-
dice about my unit,” he said.

Oncethe MPsamivedonthe leveein St
James Parishabout 3:30, theytook their defen-
sive posittons and deployed strategically
throughout the area. For the next few hours,
whilecombatting rain, these veterans of Desert
Storm overcame obstacles, protectedtheiranca,
and stood their ground completing their mis-
sion with great pride.

The MPs finally returned home to Jack-
son Barracksin the carly hours of the moming,
fatigued, but pumped. Thisis only onc of the
many excrcises the 39th has participated in or
conducted recently. Others include the US.
Olympic Track and Fieid Trials and Optimal
Focus 92.

Fuel For The Force.

Save Army Energy.
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Louisiana National Guard
Family Assistance Program

Office of the Adjutant General, LANG - DPA - FS Jackson Barracks
New Orleans, LA 70146-0330

- Family News In Brief

Personnel Services
racks,

e

e ———

‘New Family Assistance Officer

-

Capt. Robert (Roo) Fink is the new
State Family Assistance Officer. w
15t L. Dranne Mandevilic in June ville _
is pursuing her doctorate: while P i
continuing her career in family service past =~ -‘4
lime with 2 local community sgency.

Finkisalso the commanderofthe 209th

 Bar-

The American Red Cross Desert Storm
project is looking for you if your family was
involvedinthat action. TheRed Crosshas now
opened up its Employment Assistance Service
for those whose civilian jobs were affected by
Desert Storm.  They are eager to get the word
out (oall reserve component families that they
are ready 10 serve you.

Funds in the new program wifl be avail-
able for service members or thelr spouses fo
purchase courses and vocational lraining or 10
reimburse for costs.

While the majority of services were for

An open season for Active Guard and
Reserve{AGR)and Retired Reservesoldiers to
elect participation in the Reserve Component
Survivor Benefit Plan (RC-SBP) runs from
April 1, 1992, through Masch 31, 1993. The
RC-SBP allows the soldier the option of pro-
viding amonthly annuity of upto 55 percent of
their retired pay (o survivors [ollowing their
death  The annuity is paid with deductions
from retired pay which will begin at age 60.
Those who have already clected 8 lower than
maximum coverage can also increase base
amounts. A supplement package (SSPNB)

~ Desert Storm Family U Updates

¢hild care reimbursemsnt, there has been an
increase in amotnts awarded for family coun-
seling. Families at high risk can receive more.
Check with your local Red Cross Chapter to
see if your costs can be reimbursed. They are
cager 10 help.

Boys and Girls Clubs of America have
distnbuted Nyers for free memberships in their
clubs. Check with the clubs in your arca for
more information.

The USO, Salvation Army, YMCA and
American Legion also received small grants to
assist Desert Storm [amilies. Check these
agencies in your ares for more details.

Second Chance Open for RC-SBP

allows the spouse to maintain the annuity after
age 62. There isa two year waiting period for
the RC-SBPcoverage togointoaffect. Partici-
pants who elccled coverage for dependent
children only can now add spouse coverage.
Onee elected, these covernges are irevocable.
Spouses should review their retirement plans
carefully to determine if this option 1s for them.
The Army Reserve Personnel Center has for-
warded letters to all eligible Reserve soldiers to
inform them of this enroliment period, but
spouses need 10 study information as well

What are Bold Shift and ORE?

BOLD SHIFT? ORE?

Familymembers arealready wondenng
what BOLD SHIFT and the new acronym
"ORE" stand for. Basically, Bold Shift is the
new Fifth Army program designed to miegrate
both the active and reserve component forces
tn joinlexercises. [tisthe first training program
of its kind and designed 10 help meet readiness
needs in liew of restructuring and drawdown.
ORE stands for Operational Readiness Exer-
cise. An exercise occuss in five phases:

1/ Preparation Phase

2. Compliance Phase (surprise) .

3. Training Phase (Actual Scenario)

4. Report Phase

5. Follow Up Phase

According tothe ORE checklist, a unif's
level of readiness to mobilize is affected by the
following:

1. Has a family support group been

established?

2. Is the notification plan sccurate?

3. Is a list of supporting Family Assis-
tance Centers available?

4. Have soldiers completed [amily care
plans?

Family Support Groups can assist their
units in passing the unannounced inspection
by amking sure th unils have records and
contact narnes lovalidate the existence of a
family support group in the units. Also, you
can ensure the phone roster is accurale by
using your telephone tree 1o validate numbers.

Check that a list of Family Assistance
Centers in your area is available, as well as
family care plans for single parent and dual
status military (amilies. Your unit will thank
YOuL

Sth Army Presents Awards

Lowmsiana National GuardUnits walked
away withmany of the awards presented by L1
Gen. Neil T. Jaco, commanding general 5th
Army, ata recent Family Support Group (FSG)
workshopand awards banquet in San Antonio,
Tex. The 527th Engineer Battalion Family
Support Group received top hor-rs as an Out-
standing Family Suppurt Group. Mrs. Mary
Billberry, FSG Leader accepted the award.
The 236th Combat Communications Squad-
ron surprised everyone by walking away with
three honors: Outstanding Family Support,
Creative Fund Raising, and Initiative. Mrs.
Anita Gerarve (Leader) and Mrs. Norma Wil
liams (treasurer) accepied the awards for the
236th CCS. Other units recognized for their
contributions were the HC 204th Area Sup-
pont Group and HHC 3/156th Infantry Battal-
ion. All units received certificates of apprecia-
tion from 5th Army.

Among theelements considered critical

10 a successfisl FSG are:

1. A regularly published newsletter.

2. Leaders who have been trained.

3. A functional telephone tree.

4. An active program of at least two
social activities per year.

5. A strong core group o¢ board.

Next year the competition will get
tougher, in addition to the criteria listed above.
The Sponsorship Program will have a great
impact on next year's selections. Another
intangible factor hard to relatc on paper is the
degree to which the family suppont group
contributes to the military mission and gives
substantial support to family members in ¢ri-
sis. In general, Guard Gamily support groups
fare better when measured by contribution to
the military mission and the goal of preparing
for family assistance in mobilization. Start
beefing up your FSG program now, all will
benefit from your efforts.
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By SGT Robert C. Williamson

Co. C, 76%h Engr Bn

The recent events i Los Angeles, Ca-
lif., brought a little known and seldom necded
mission of the National Guard into the national
spoilight This mission 1s called Civil Distur-
bance. The Governor of Louisiana has the
authority 1o call in the National Guard during
cases of extreme crvil unrest 10 assist the local
authorities in relurming an out-of-control situ-
ation to normal. Tobe ready to accomplish this
mission, certain unitsin the LAARNG conduct
annual Civil Disturbance Training.

Units of the 769th Engineer Battalion
{Combat Heavy) commanded by Lt. Col, Wil-

. lam Hilbom conducted Civil Disturbence

Training prior to the infamous riots tn Calif,
The 7691h's Civil Disturbance Traming is con-
ducted annually a1 each unir's home station
with a “graded” practical exercise on the Sun-
dayof dnll involving the Headquarters Service
Companyandaline company. The “testedunit
honor” 1sroiated between thethreeline compa-
nie$ of the battalion cach year.

Ttus year Charlie Co. from Gonzales,
commanded by Capt. Gregg A Putnam, was
sclected to particrpate in the Cival Disturbance
TrainingwithHSC The practicalexereise was
held at the abandoned Hollywood Elementary

By SGT Knsul Moon
241st PAD

For the second time in the history of
the 225th Engineer Group, onc of 11s subor-
dinate units claimed the coveted Eisenhower
Trophy.

In July, Charlie Company, 769th En-
gineer Battalionaccepted the highest symbol
ofunit pride at an aw ards ceremony alCamp
Beauregard.

The Eisenhower Trophy represents
the ultimate in training excellence, as estab-
lished by the Nabonal Guard Bureau. 1152
revolving award, that changes hands annu-
ally

SwulfSgt Johnny Gonzales, unit reach-
ness non-commusswoned-olTicer, and Capt
Gregg A. Putnam, commander, accepted the
trophy on behalf of the 207 members of
Charlie Co.

School in northwest Baton Rouge. The train-
ing was a challenging, realistic, and very edu-
calional exercise complete with rioters and

1emmonsts, acconding to members of Charlie Co.

The exercise siarted ofT right on lime

with HSC and the Special Reaction Team
{SRT)conducting joint training at the battalion
headquarters at the Metro Airport in Baton
Rouge; and Charle Co. setting up security and
conducting last minute rehearsals at Holly-
wood Elementary School.

The mission was to secure the school in

the wake of civil unrest. Everything was

peacelil and qurel until they appearcd. About
25 ofthe meanest, nasbestand most obnoxious
noters you have ever encountered {actually,
they were members of HSC i civilian clothes
participating in the exercise) showed up at the
school. The riolers were anmed with flour
bombs, water balloons, eggs, 2 loud mouth,

and a poor attitude. They put the members of
Charlie Co. to the test. Through a barrage of

thrown objects, insults, and verbal abuse the
soldiers stood fim Throughout the standofT,
Chariie Co. held their objective, to safeguard
the school.

All of the sudden, shots rang out (rom
the top floor of the school building and the
crowd scaltered  Four terrorists were holding

“Receiving this award tells me we've
come toa pount in the unti'scareer that proves
we are ready to perform the whole Guard
mission scheme,” Gonzales sad.

Pumam said, "We've been working
forthisa Jotof years. We take things one day
atatime; one missionatatime; and atthe end
of the year, look back in amazement at what
we've done.”

Putnam, Gonzalesand I'stLt Michae!
Deville, battalion S-1, spent many hours
putting the unif's packeltogether. The packet
inlcuded proof of the unif's family suppon
group success, their Army Communities of
Excellence endeavors, drug demand reduc-
tion wutiatives, and, of course, ther tramning
evaluation reposts that reflect perfect scores

"We're mamntaining what we've ¢s-
ablished while we're introducing new pro-
grams,” Gonzales sad  The unit spoasors
teen dances, annual military balls, blood

a teacher hostage and the crowd (all actually
members of HSC 769th panticipating in the
exercise). They demanded food, money, 2
television interview, and free passage outof'the
country. Putnam and StafT'Sgt. John Gonzales
negolisted with the terrorists while First Sgt
Caroll Smaltwood kept the soldiers safe and
called in the SRT located at Metro Airpont for
help.

TheSRTentered the Hollywood School
grounds through an adjacent wooded area by
crawling under the school yard fence and were
bricfed on the situation. The SRT then entered
the building the terrorist were holding, unde-
tected. The team worked:ts waylo thetop lloor
and were able to free the hostage situation
without loss of life.

Afler the temorists were dislodged, the
crowd retumed, entered the southern side of
the school yardand held a sit down demonstra-
tion. Members of Charbe Co. broke up the
demonstrators and herded them out the exit of
the school grounds. At this pomnt, the crowd
had enough and disbanded. The situation was
back to normal and the Jocal authorities, once
again, took over control  Members of the
769th, again, successfully accomplished their
mission

drives and plans a fishing rodeo for disabled
velerans this fall

Charlic Co. has been sclected as the
best company in the battalion for the last’
three years, “We're setting the precedence.
We've reached the pentacle of achicvement.
Weknew poodthing we'recoming,” Gonzales
said.

Successes like this prose collecuve
efforts, work when used, according to
Gonzales “Our officer and enlisted corps
work ineohesion within the unit and within the
battafion,” he added. Proof of this lics in Lhe
[act that Charlie Co. reccived the Eisenhower
Trophy, Putnam roecived the Company Com-
mander of the Year Award, the 769th was
nominaled foc the Milton Reckford Award
Alpha Co. was nominated for the Connally
Award and Bravo Co. was hominated (oc the
lischner award,

*Thus 15 & direct indicator that we've got
battahea support,” Gonzales sad.

By SGT Kristi L. Moon

A1 PAD

Team efforts, once again, prevail. At
least that's whai Capt. Gregg A. Putnam, com-
manderof Charlie Co., 769th Engineer Baral-
ion says.

Putnam was selected as the 1992 Lou-
siana National Guard Company Commander
of the Year. At the same time, his unit was
selected to receive the prestigious Eisenhower
Trophy.

“It is a great bonor for me to win this
year's company commander award, but I have
tobe realistic. The commander's award may be
givento an individual, bul it is the culmination
of the work of a lot of people on & team,”
Putnam smd,

Putnam aftributes his personal success
as a commander and the success of his unit to
two entities: his (ull time stafl a1 Charlie Co,
and to his boss, 769th Engineer Battalion
Commander Lt Col. Randy Hilbom.

Putnam says Hilbomn is easy to work for
because he gives them  (commanders) the
necessary room and encouragement to grow
andwork. Thetough part, according to Putnam,
is not letting him (Hilbom) down.

“The most over worked people in my

CPT Gregg Putnam, comma
Johnny Gonzales, readiness NCOQ

by 2LT David Barham;u 1st PAD)

Arthur Abercrombieat an awards oe-‘

.
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company are, of course, my full ime stafl,”
Putnam said. StafT'Sgt. Johnny Gonzales, Staff
Sgt. MartyLonga, and S1allSgt. Farrell Gros in
Gonzales and Sgt Bonnic Hyme! and Staff
Sgt James Dewhurst in Napoleonville handie
all the unit business from administrative duties
to supplies and logistics.

“lam no lone ranger at my company,”
futnam said. “First Sgi. Caroll Smallwood
really does a fantastic job. He tackles every
mission and keaves me very litlle fo worry
about, And that's the way it should be.”

For the last few years Charlie Co. has
done some really good things. They won the
best company in the batialion sward three
years in a row. The last four years have
rendered perfeet scores on annual training
evaluations (FORSCOM 1-R Reports). In
trining year 1992, they won the Sth U.S,
Army Training Award. Every year theunit has
been a finalist in the state Army Communities
of Excellence competition. And thisyear, they
won the Eisenhower Trophy.

Winning this award came quite unex-
pectedly to Putnam. He didn' even know he
had been nominated. “It was a complete sur-
prise,” Putnam said. “But for once, it was a
pleasant surprise.”

if Charlie Co., 769tk ENGR BN and SSG
the coveted Eisenbower Trophy from BG
iyheld recently at Camp Beguregard, (Photo

By PFC Donnie Sewell

176th PAD, ARARNG

Several soldiers gather on top of the
pavilion. While installing a new roof, they are
also leaming a new langusage.

Sgt. Thomas Wold of Co. C, 769th
Engineer Battalion, in Gonzales, is one of
them. While remodeling a medical clinic,
Wold helped build a new pavilion designated
as a waiting room. It offered some rew expe-
riences.

"This is definitely a difTeren! experience
for me,” said Wold. "In the civilian world, ]
work for Baton Rouge Vending and in the unit
I'mclassificd asacarpenter, Idonget todo this
type of work vety often.”

The 7691h travelied to Siqua te Peque,
Honduras for their two-week annual training
1o remodel 2 local medical ¢linie. Part of the

By PFC Donnie Sewell
176th PAD, ARARNG
A child gets on the swing set to see how
high he can go. To be able to swing high
ﬁghlogmbapahnmlcafwﬁdmakchis
This soon will be possible for some
Honduran children in Sigua te Peque, Hondu-
ras, Specs. Lane Louque and Eivis Jacob have
been working to make the playgrounda reality,
- Both are members of the 769th Engj-
neer Battalion, Louque isa member of Co. C
of Gonzales and Jacob is a member of Det. 1,
Co. D at Napoleonville, La. The primary
mission of thewr unit was to buikd a medical
facility. With extra matenals, the unit decided
to rebuild the existing playground.
"Is greatjust toknow thet we wereable
10 be helplul to these people,” Louque said.
"The people have been helpful and (riendly,
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project was to build a pavilion to be used asa
waiting room.

One of the new cxperiences was the
type of roof Wold helped install. Instead of
shingles most commonly used in the United
States, the Hondurans commonly use ceramic
tile, which 1s overlapped.

When the locally-made tile ovedaps it
forms small funnels allowing better drainage
when it reins.

“Tve never seen roofing done this way,”
said Wold while laying tlle. “You can use
regular cement to hold the tiles in place. The
way they roof here makes it last longer than the
shingles in the United States.”

Another new experience Wold came
across was the language barrier. Hand signals
were the most popular way to communicaie at
first, but &5 time passed Wold wasable toleam

1

2 bit of Spanish.

*Tt was rough at first not being able 1o
speak thelanguage, butwe worked throughit,”
Wold said. "As we go along, we are getting lo
knoweachotherbetter. [fsbeengood togeithe
chance to deal with different people.”

Working withthe Honduransgave Wold
a good view of the local residents. Hard
workess with a good attitude were the words
used by Wold to explain his new co-workers.

"Whenever we asked them to help with
something, they were right there,” said Wold.
"We didn have any problems withanyone. It
was 2 good change of pace.*

Alter retuming to the United States,
Wold will probably remember the people he
helped and worked with in Central America.
Just as the roof tile will last longer, [riendships
will last forever.

SGT Thomas Wold, a member of Co.
C,765th Engineer Bartalion in Gonzales, La.,
experienced a new way of roofing a building
during his two-week annual training held in
Sigua te Peque, Honduras. (Photo by PFC
Donnie Sewell, 176th PAD, ARARNG)

especially Roberto."

Roberto Bautista is a local Honduran
citizen that worked at the construction sife
since the amival of the unit. Bautista helped
Jacob and Louque pul finishing touches on
some playground equipment.

*Ifs given me great pleasure 0 work
with them,” Bautista said in Spanish. °I like
working with them a loL*

Jacob and Louque also have acted as
translators for other membersof the unit. Both
took Spanish in high schoo! and remember
enough to understand what the local residents
are saying

“T'm glad we were abie to make this uip
for annual training,” Jacob said. “Itgivesmea
chance todeal with something newthat doesnl
happen back home. Being able to understand
the local people has been great.”

The medical facility the 769th has been

working on is essential to the local community.
The clinic provides {ree immunizations, med:-
cal care and dental care, Building a waiting
room in & pavilion and remodeling the old clinic
has dominated the time of most members.
However, extra work such as the playground
has been allowed.

Working with Honduran citizens and
military have given Louqueand Jacoba special
look at the people.

*They arc hard workers,” Jacob said
*Whatever we ask them to do, they help usto
doit”

I's different than back home,* Louque
said. *There we buikl for practice. Herewe see
the people that we are building for, and they
help us do the work."

Both would like to remember their time
in Honduras helping someone and in retum
leaming a lol.
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Drug Demand Reduction and Leadership Reaction

Seek Safety and Pleasure

Seventeen million boats make up our
nation's recreational flotifla, a veritable navy of
maritime pleasure-seckers. From these boats,
people attempt to absorb the overwhelming
expanse of sky and water. Allto often, though,
the boaters themselves are the ones absorbed-
overboard.

Inthe U.S. in fact, 965 people checked
into Davy Jones’ Locker last year. While thisis
a definite decline from the 1,066 in 1986, ifs
still more deaths than (rom airdine, commercial
shipping, and mil sccidents combined.

A general pattern emerges frommest of
the recreational boating accidents: They occur
in small boats on inland waters, and the skipper
of the craft who has not had any training, is at
(auht.

The operator of a vessel is responsible
nol only for the prudent and safe operation of
his boat, but also for the lives and safety of his
passengers and others around him. And con-
sidering the amount of time spent working lo
pay for these vessels, boaters should under-
stand theimportance ofinvesting limein leam-
ing sale operating practices.

Boatersneed to be familiar with federal,
state, and local regulations regarding safe boat
operation. Inaddition, they need tolearn all the
aspects of good scamanship, boat handling,
navigating, piloting and weather considerations.
The Boating Education Hotline, 800-333-
BOAT informs callers of where they can ob-
1ain boating education. Most courses are free.

Recreational boaters spenda lot of time
preparing for their days on the water. They
load up on munchics, beverages, cameras,
suntan fotion, sunglasses, towels, radios, water

skis, fishing equipment, and 2 whole heap of
other "essentials"-while forgetting about per-
sonal flotation devices (PFDs). In fact, PFDs-
-or “life jackets"--are mandatory. Drowning
was the cause of death in 90 percent of boating
fatalities, and 80 percent of those drowned
were not wearing PFDs. In addition, boaters
should know howto swim. Asamatteroffact,
any waler enthusiast should leam. That's one
skill thar's a must for those whol be spending
any time around water.

While making their preparations, boat-
ers should also check the scaworthiness of the
crall, to include posted load limits, fire extin-
guisher (mandatory Coast Guard approved
TypeB-1,B-11),adequate fuelsupply, charged
battery, and inserted drain plugs. (Failure to
insert a drain plug has swamped many a boat
before it even left the dock area )

Finally, aleohol consumption contrib-
utes 1o more than hall of all boating accidents.
Boaters should wait until their vessels are
safelymoored before hoistinga bottle o quench
their thirst. Operating & boat while intoxicated
is illegal and can subject a boater to a S1
fine, with increased penalties for causing in-
Jury or death,

Jet skis are included in the recreational
boat category. These small motorized water-
propelled crafts are made to accommodate one
to three people. Since they fall into the same
category asboats, they must adherc lothe same
tulesand regulations. Thisincludes PFDs, fire
extinguishers, tow ropes, and registranions.

Skippers who pay heed 10 these and
other safety rules are more apt to find real
pleasure on the water, and they won't have to
worTy about taking casualties.

Kids Learn Army Adventure

By SSG Paul J. Sylvest
24151 PAD

The popular Army slogan, "It's not just
& job, if's an adventure” could also be *It's not
just an adventure, it's a job.”

On the last Sunday of May, 80 teenag-
ers realized the meaning of an adventurous job
asthey were led through the Leadership Reae-
tion Course (LRC) at Camp Beauregard in
Pineville,La Theactivity was parl ofthe Dnug
Demand Reduction Program of the Louisiana
National Guard

“Thisisntcasy’; Wehavetoclimbthatt;
You'vepgot tobe kidding!™ How do I get down?
You want us to pel wet!” These were some of
the feelings expressed to guardsmen who led
the paricipants throughthe field day activities.

Teamwork and discipline combined
with communication and confidence tumed
some difficult tasks into obstacles which would
soon be overcome by the goal oriented youths.
"Thisisdefinilely challenging,” said Marcie, "1
coukin have done it without yall cheenng me
on laccomplished something I never thought
1 could.”

"This is the first of & scries of ficld days
in which we will assist youth organizations
with substance abuse prevention/education,”
said Capl. Greg Varoz, 8 Drug Demand Re-
duction coordinator.

“All of the support we provide goes 10
programs which already exist. “The foundation
for these programs is already laid; we're just
assisting them with mecting their goals.

"We're hoping to build the confidence
of these kids, giving them leadership skills to
deal with the peer pressure of drugs,” Varoz
said He added that this leadership course was
perhaps the most psychologically demanding
training he had ever encounteredin his miliary
career.

Soldiers of the 3/156th Infantry Battal-
jon, the Officer Candidate School and the
165th Transportation Company joined [orces
to host this field day for approximately 80
teenagers form Lake Charles, Kinder, Oakdale
and Alexandria.

Two army buses were used to transport
the teenagers from the difTerent cities to the
Leadership Reaction Course. Many of the
youth participating in the field day serve as
counselors for Camp New Directions, & pro-
gram which deals with at-risk youths in
Caleasieu and Allen Parishes.

o

Others taking part came from the Re-
naissance Home for Youth in Alexandria, the
LakeCharles Memorial Chemical Dependency
Unit and the Department of Comections’ Of-
fice of Youth Development,

“This field day is a classic demand re-.
duction activity,” Varoz said. ‘The Guard has
many resources available fike transportation
and trzining sites like the LRC,” he added.
"When we's able to utilze existing resources,
we can better serve the community in civic
action projects with a2 minimum amount of
cffor.”

Social cliques were broken down when
a National Guard leader reorganized the youth
intoteams With the concepts of planning and
communication, these feamsexperienced both
victory and failure, but most importantly they
leamed what warking together truly accom-
plishes.

These teenagers buill friendships in a
matter of minutes and discovered that with
teamwork, they could overcome almost any
obstacle.

Astcelcableis suspended aboveariver;
ir's the only way aeross. A team of six must
cross the nver and camy with them a stretcher
filled with medical supplies and ammunition,
Crossing the river must be negotiated quickly
as enemy forces approach the area. If contact
is made with red zones which surround the
area, it could trigger enemy alarms or booby
traps. -
This was onre of many scenarios which
challenged the participants. While looking at
one of the course obstacles, one girl told her
National Guard mentor thatit was support and
planning that helped them accomplish the most
difficulttasks. "Treally didn't think we could do
it, but we came up with a plan, followed it and
accomplished it,” she said.

All of the course tasks demand a col-
laborative effort by the leams in order to meet
e tme constraints given by the Guardsmen.

The course was designed to encourage
teamwork, discipline and communication
ameng National Guardsmen. The youth were
afforded the same opportunity as they discov-
ered their physical limitatipns and experienced
true teamwork.

“Thisis whatit'sall about, kids working
topether and having fun,” said Varcz.

For mose information on the Guard's
Drug Demand Reduction Program, call Capt.
Greg Varoz at 1-800-662-5054.

Herearea few common sense rules that
will help keep the nation’s maritime pleasure-
seekers afloat while avoiding casualties:

FLOAT PLAN A boaler should in~
form arespoasible person of where he's going,
when heli retum, what the boat looks like, the
boaf's registration number, and other identify-
ing information. That will make finding the
boat much easier should the need arise.

WEATHER: Weather and water con-
ditions should always be checked before leav-
ing shore. Boaters should take a radio and stay
up to date on the latest weather reports

LIFE JACKETS: One per person must
be on board and accessible (preferably wom).
The skipper should se1 the example by wearing
his. It won't work if it's not wom.

SAFETY EQUIPMENT: A fire extin-
guisher and tow rope should be on each boat
and accessible to the skipper.

FUEL: Boaters should cnsure they
have enough gas and use the one-third rule in
reserve.

ALCOHOL: Boating and booze don't
mix.
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Louisiana Guardsmen compete for the
Exvert Field Medical Badge at Fort Polk, La.

TSGT Troy Pou of the 236th Combat

Communications Squadron operates the Tac-
tical Satellite System during the unit's recent

Operational Readiness Inspection. (Photo by
SPC Rebekah Smith, 24151 PAD)

Guard Medics Compete for EFMB

By 2LT David Barham

241t PAD

Fort Polk, La.~Army medical Spec Cale
Smith ran through the underbrush, moving as
fast as he could to get 1o the wounded soldiers
Just ahead

He came upon five hurt soldiers with
head wounds, missing imbs andmassive bleed-
ing Now he must dectde which cnes to treat
now, which ones can wait and which ones just
won't make it.

Smith of Church Pornt, treated the sol-
diers and was graded on how well he per-
formed. After the grading was complete, all of
the soldiers got up and watted for the next
medic to come running down the trail.

The simulated wartime situation is one
of many obstacles Smith and other Louisiana
National guard medics must go throughin or-
der to obiain the expert Field Medical Badge
(EFMB). Around 200 medics from the Guard
and the regular Army are trying 1 get the
coveted badge. But only a few will succeed.

Smith, 21, works with the Headquar-
ters Company of the 2/1 S6th Infantry located
in Abbeville, Heis a student at the University
of Southwestern Louisiana.

"It is the hardest badge any medic can
g¢l without going to combat, * said Sgt. 1st
Class James Malbrue, the non-commissioned

officer-in-charge of the training. Usually, only
about 20 percent of the candidates wall pass the
course and recenve the badge, he snd

Candidates must pass many "lanes” that
requie stamina and mental concentration.
Medhcs secking the badge muost carry streich-
ersthrough an obstacle course (which meludes
cammying a soldier over bamcades, through a
ravine and under barbed wire), loading heli-
copters and different tucks with wounded
soldrers and, of course, the triage lane, sad
Master Sgi. James Allison, a regular Ay
medical advisor The triage lane forces the
medic to make decisions on the wounded (who
to treat and when) so that the medic can save as
many lives as possible.

All of the lanes must be passed and the
medics must pass the Army’s physical fitness
test and the weapon qualification test, he said.
Allison said this test will be hard for any medic.

"If they come away with the badge, he
or she can hold up his head and be proud,”
Allison said.

He and Malbrue said the Guard medics
are doing as well as the regular Army medics.

Aferthe medicscomplete the land grad-
ing, the land navigation test and a gruelling
written exam, they must compiete a 12-mile
forced road march in three hours to get the
EFMB, Allison said.

236th CCS Rates Excellent
in First Ever ORI

BY SPC Rebekah Smith

24151 PAD

The Air National Guard's 236th Com-
bat Communications Squadron ol Hammond
was recently evaluated by the Inspector Gen-
eral in an Operational Readiness Inspection,
They were the first combat communications
unit in the Air Force to be inspected.

Theoverall mission of the exercise was
1o provide tactical communications for a host
base, flying wing commander, This included:
air traflic control service, message travel, ra-
dar and tower surveillance, and telephone
service, with command network communica-
tions ranging to units in Oklahoma and Ala-
bama,

The members of the squadron were
tested on their ability to monitor and maintain
the command network in an expedient man-
ner under adverse conditions. This required
an evaluation of thetr performance n a realis-
bictraining environment which was created by
simulatng chemical attacks, grenades, boinbs,
and direct fire

"One command and control team was
blown up, everyone was killed except the
commander These were scenarios dunng
which thecommander had to mamtain control

of the entire clement,” said L. Marc D. Jones,
a member of the squadron.

The exercise wasaimed at testing alter-
nate communication capabilives, This re-
quired battle damage assessments, casualty
counts, and personne! accounts.” Providing
altemale communication in a wartime situa-
tion tested the units ability to think and react
under pressure,” said Maj. Noe) J Ricord, 8
member of the 236th.

The proficient level of training was
heightened by the use of T-37 Aircrafts from
Columbus and Barksdale Air Force Bases (o
{ly radar approaches, according to Lt Col.
Rufus L. Warren, a squadron member.

“This training proved how well our
people work together, and their readiness for
war at any time,” Warren said,

The Squadron was satisfied with the
outcome of this inspection, their positive reac-
tions to the implementation of various tasks in
a field environment concluded the exercise on
a positive nofe

The uni'scommander Lt. Col, Michael
Cushman confirmed this leve! of Esprit de
Corps, “As 2 result of this exercise our squad-
ron 15 even better. We learned more in four
daysﬂmm\that-cinfourmmbauwlytmu
mussion 18 n a wartime environment,®
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225th Engineer Group

By SSG Paul J. Sylvest

241st PAD .

The Louisiana Army National Guard
submitted Chicot State Park in Evangeline
Pansh as a proposed engineer training project
for fiscal year 1992,

Once the proposal was approved, engi-
neer units from around the state scheduled
their annual training periods to support the
project ]

Col Lester Schmidt, Director of Facili-
tres Engineenng, said, "Congress made avail-
sble funds to the Natonal Guard Bureau o
tratn engineer unils while also enhancing state

*Assels of the 225th Engincer Group
and 1ts four combat heavy engineer battalions
have been utilized to complete this project,”
Schmid: sad.

The units involved in this project in-
clude the 527th, 528th, 769th, and the 205th
Enpineer Batialions. The 527th was respon-
sible for cleanng the area and placing the slab
for the upcoming construction of a mainte-
nance building. The 76%th then erected the
building The 528th completed construction
of the building and built interior rooms to
include some plumbing and clectrical work.
The 205th was assigned 1o complete construc-
tion of ofTices, latrines and storage space

Throughout the summer, these four
engineer battalions performed theirannual train-

ing on the project at Chicot State park, The
project would not have been successful with-
out the support of these four units.

Company B of the 205th Engineer

Battation, Which isbasedin Amile, La.. began
putting the (inishing touches on the mainie-
nance building at the park. Approximately 20
guardsmen, primarily younger soidiers, had
the task of smoothing out the edges of the
project.

205th "Sharpshooters”

By CW2 Louis Joseph
205th ENGR BN

The 2051h Engincer Battalion recently
participated in a group and state shooting con-
test and [ared extremely well. The battalion's
rifle team won the state championship for the
third consecutive year. Their M-60 machine
gunand 45 caliber pistol teams also took [irst
place. Quile possibly, this is the first time any
unit won &1l three events in the same year.

The 205th will represent the state and
the 225th Group, at the Winston P. Wilson
Matches in Litile Rock, Ark., this October.
The‘Wilson Match is an international compe-
tition including Australia, France and Canada,
just to name & few. The 205th Rifle Team
placed 13th in the Wilson Maiches last year.

The weapons program began about
fouryearsago when group headquasters tasked
the battalion to develop marksmanship teams
and 1o seek entry inlo competitive events. The
battalion made a strong commitmen! to strive

Thetr mussion, while acquinng valuable
MOS tramming, involved installanon of gas and
air [ines, mstalling plumbing and electrical
work, running condurt and vanous other con-
struction duties.

Sgl. Chris Pnmes of Amite, La, the
Project NCO st the park training site, said, "We
came with one experienced clectrician and
trained about six soldiers. We came with one
expericnced carpenter and trained five or six.
That says a lot for the training going on here.”

*We brought 20 young people here
who had little experience, but they'll leave here
with real enginecring knowledge,” Primes
added.

2ndLt Stuart Burruss of St. Francisville
was the officer-incharge of the project.
Burruss, who is a lull-time schoo! teacher at
West Feliciana High School, said, *This is the
most productive camp I've ever been involved
in. I didnt have to double check each detail
handed to the NCOs."

Spec. Robert Castello, an equipment
operator from Kentwood, La. is a junior at
Southeastern Louisiana University (SLU)
majoring in secondary education. Castello

for excellence and to improve its marksman-
ship capability.

MasierSgt. Jewell White, who serves as
the batialion's sergeant major, started working
with the different companies to help identify
the top shooters. He pointed out that the three
teams had 10 make personal sacrifices in order
to be successful and that it ook a tremendous
amountof effortand dedication on everybody's
part. During their spare time the teams would
coordinate, sel up and run the ranges for prac-
lice sessions. "They didn'tjust show up for the
competition and shoot,” he remarked.

The first year the 205th competed they
won first place in the MACOM rifle competi-
tion and second in the pistol competition. The
M-60 team compeled that year but did not
place, howeverit wasa valuable leaming expe-
rience. The second year the battalion kept the
nucleus of the teams that competed in 1990
and developed a stronger team for 1991. 1992
speaks for itself, they won it allt

Other factors that add to the signifi-

spoke with the same sentiment as most mem-
bers of Co. B Saying, “Everybody is willing lo
help wherever help is needed becauseall of us
know one another.”

Sgt. Charles "Bubba” Blevins of
Roseland, La. is the veteranof Co B With23
years of service, Blevins conbinues to sce sol-
diers come and go. He proclaimed with much
enthusiasm how he enjoys sharing his knowt-
edge of carpentry work with the younger toops.
“Tiake greatinterestinthe type ol work our unit
docs because it's the way I make my living,”
Blevins said.

StafTSgt Edward Ferrell ofRuston, La.
was on hand 25 a construction inspector with
the 225th Engineer Group. “Co. B has some
well trained soldiers with high technical skills,”
Ferrell said. "T've found many units concen-
trate too much on the completion of a project.
The leadership here has focused onthe training
aspect in addition to getting the job done,” he
said. "Company B lesders don't pul training on
the back bumner,” Ferrell added.

Spec. Troy Barron of New Orleans isa
light equipment operator for the Guard, but as
a civilian he works full time as an electrician in

Enhance Chicot State Park <

Baton Rouge. Bamon's experience enables
him tocross train other soldiers. He said, “Each
day weleave, you can teflwe've been working,
Morale is high, everyone's staying on top of
things; we're showing a lot of progress.”

Most of the guerdsmenin Co. B. 2051h
Engincer Battalion arc in their early twenties.
Three quarters of the company haveabout two
and a hall'years in the Guard. Because of this,
there's a lot of high energy that goes into their
work. Theincentive of college benefits caused
many of the troops to entist and none spoke of
&ny regrets about being in the Guard.

Sgt Pat Bales of Kentwood, La is 23
yearsoldandisacarpenterwith Co. B. He, like
many others, joined the Guard because of his
interest in the military and also the added
incentive of educational benefits. Bales is a
third year student at SLU majoring in physical
education, Speaking ofhis experience with his
Bravo Co. comrades, Bales had this to say, *If
someone picks up something, everyone grabs
2 hold of it. The authority figures (NCOs) can
tell their troops what to do and they don't have
1o repeat it."

Burruss said this engineer project may
be his last annual training camp. He wanted to
express his appreciation of Co. B by saying, *1
have felt quite privileged to work with such
highly motivated soldiers, They are an ex-
tremely closekmit group with an unmatched
degree of professionalism,”

The Chicot State Park Engincer Project
has provided training enhancement for all of
the _ baualions in 1the 225th
Engineer Group. The training of the Group on
this project was compatible with ARTEP tasks
and MOS skills. It is evident that the 225th
Engineer Group has exemplary characteristics
of unil readiness.

Any incomplete work on the project at
Chicot State Park will be completed by the
225th on temporary duty assignments.

Sweep the Competition

cance of this accomplishment is that each year
the teams must consist of 50 percent new
shooters. They must also run two miles in 25
minutes or less in full combat gear, carry all
equipmen! needed for the maich, and must
finish a5 a team,

In talking with team members, it is the
consensus of all that one of the reasons they
excelledwas because of the positive command
climate that exists in the battalion and the
group. They pointed out that Maj. Pat Drewitt,
openations oflicer for the 205th, was always
supportive and made key calls whenever
needed; he toc was dedicated (o the cause.

Acconding to Lt Steve Buck, s member
of the team, Col. Edmond J. Gicring , III, who
at that time served as group comimander, was
always there. Marksmanship was high on his
list of priorities.

Therewasalsoalot of community pride
exhibited in this match. One way in particular
the community helped was through the num-
ber of sponsors who defrayed costs incurred

during the¢vent. The sponsors were. Mitchel
Timber Co. of Ponchatoula, owned by Sam
Mitchell; Durham Pontiac of Hammond,
owned by Dick Durham; Superior Wells Inc.
of Stidell, owned by Ernest Yancy, I, Mr. and
Mrs.Emest J. Yaney, Il of/Mandeville; Bayou
Landand Marine ContraclorsolNew Oricans,
owned by Milton Gagnon ; Ms. Monica Gales
of Stidell Memorial Hospital and team mem-
bers.

Members of the combat rifie team in-
cluded: 1st LL Steven Buck, Sgts. David
Parker, Christopher Gagnon, Thomas Kopfler,
Michael Matran, Gary Rool, Specs. Eamest
Yancy, James Dillon, Robbie Gibbs, Joseph
Wheelock and Pfe. Michael Morse.

Members of the combat pistol team
included:  Buck, Sgis. Troy Archole, Mark
Wiillis, Scott Chaisson and David Knight.

Members of the M-60 machine gun
team included: Spts. Bradley Hamis, Arthur
Burgoyne, Leonard Castiglione and Spee.
Thiemry Gaubert. -



As part of an Amy Communtties of
Excellence initiative, the Directorate of Secy-
rity and Training at Jackson Barracks recently
hosted a Physical Fitness and Wellness Work-
shop. The workshop featured Dr. Richard C.
Lewis from Fitness Management, Inc., of Little
Rock, Ark. The classallowed each participant
todetermine his or her current degrez of physi-
cal fitness through a simple batiery of tests.

Participants at the workshop perforned a se-
rics of recommended timed exercises to im-
prove fexibility and stamina, CPT Paul Arbour
teamed up with LTC Lloyd Lacoste for a 60
second long sit, with legs at 2 90 degrec angle,
without leanung! Think it sounds simple? Give
itatry. Lacoste andmany others didit! (Photo
by SGT Kristi L Moon, 2415t PAD)

LA is ACOE
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Guard Joins Hands With Domino's

By C\Y3 Lowell D. Bradford

209th PSC

Sun, sand, fun, and a little work: set the
scenarnio for members of the Louisana Army
National Guard who partictpated in the 1992
Domino's Pizza Volleyball Classic, May 31, at
Coconul Beach in New Orleans

The Classic 1 an annual fund raising
cvent for Children's Hospital i New Orleans
sponsored by Domino's Pizza. The ¢vent s
conducted in conjunction with the children'’s
Miracle Network Telethon. This year the
Telethon and Claswic <21 a new record

Members of Troop Command, HQ
STARC, HHC 204th Area Support Group, 1/
141 Field Aruliery, 2091h Personnel Senice

Company and their families set up national
guard tents .and provided equipment to sup-
port this eveal. All the work was completed
before the 70 teams showed up for the event.

After the work was done it was time for
sunscreenand fin. Two teams represented the
Louisiana Natican] Guard: “Chair-Boumne
Rangers® ofthe 209th and "Sick-Call" o[ Troop
Command.

Both teams participated in a gruclling
full-day of compettion where the sun and sand
helped coninbute to the final outcdme The
Buard teams finished with identical records of
three wans and significant losses to keep them
out of the play-oiT and final matches.

Guard Helps Raise Over 500 Grand

By CW3 Lowell D. Bradford
209th PSC

Members of Troop Command and the
209th Personnel Service Company provided
support for the 1992 Children's Hospital in

d{ew Orleans.” This year the telethon raised a
ew record of $525.930 for the Children's
lospital

The guardsmen and their family mem-

ers performed an amay of dubes. Troop
ommands Lt Col. Charles Wartsand Sgt 15t
Lass Joseph Bradford; and 209th'sCapt Rob-
tFink, First Sgt Victor Crozat, Sgt 15t Class

Nelda Peterson, Staff Sgt Debbie Gilmore,
Spec Susan Bames answered phones to take
donation pledges CW3 Lowell Bradford and
Staff Sgt Matthew Lehrmann of the 209th
performed escon duties for celebrities and
specual guests of the telethon. Spec Chad
Guillory, Pyt. Podro Rivera of the 209th and
family members Mrs Celeste Watts and Mr.
Bill Gilmore were detarled as messengers.
The guardsmen worked the night shift
from8p.m 1012 30a m. The guardsmen and
{amily members who participated agreed that
the work wasn't that hard and were gratified to
be able to conlribute to such 8 worthy cause,

Shooters Unite

TheU.S. Running Target Development
Training Camp was held at Jackson Barracks
this year from July 6-18, 1992.

Shoolers from all overthe United States
united to begin their joumney towards the U S
Olympic Shooting ‘Team.

Thus is the first ume the iraming camp
hascver been held outside i1 home, the Olym-
pic Trming Centerin ColoradoSprings, Colo

Retired Sgt. Maj. Mickey Brondum, a
member of Explorer Post 935 at Jeckson Bar-
racks coordinaied the camp. All shooting
aclivities took place at the Jackson Barracks
indoor ranges  The events included mounting
exerciscs, tracking targets and shooting run-
ning largels.

The next step after this competition, is
to potentially become part of the travelli
ieamand perhaps thenon o the U S, Olym
Shooting Team.

Officers Must Graduate

The National Guard Bureau recently
revealed that effeclive September 30, 1995,
reserve officers in the Army, Air Force, and
Marine Corps Reserves must have a baccalau-
reate degree prior to promotion Lo capain of to
a grade above lieutenant (junior grade) in the
Naval Reserves, or be federally recognized in
agrade above first licutenantin the Armyor Air
National Guard. Some exceptions do epply.
Contact State Military Personne! Offices for
information.

Guard Doctors Prison

The 159th Mobile Army Surgical
Hospital (MASH) has been conducting
weekly rotations of medical teams to Angola
State Penitentiary since May. The MASH is
fulfilling federal requirements Angolahasof
providing 400 hours of medical services per
week to inmates. Each Friday, through Au-
Bust, 2 22-member 1eam of doctors, nurses
andothermod:calspocnhslstmt!stoﬁmgola
for three days of highly sensitive and ngor-
ous work

The MASH is on state actve duty, as
directed by Gov. Edwin Edwards,

Transition Video Made

A video created by World USO is help-
ing to inform civilian employers that the ser-
vice men and women leaving the military dur-
ing the current restructuring and downsizing
arehighly skilled and represent a valuable pool
todraw from in meeting their corporate needs.

Titled ‘Heroes for Hire,” the 14-minute
video is desipned for human resource person-
nel. A shorter version is available for chiel
exccutive oflicers. "We want (o show these
decision makers that military training develops
skillfit), capableemployees,” said Janet Koster,
USO's director of program and council rela-
tions. "The video discusses the skills civilian
recruiters look for, and how military job appli-
cants havea leg upin manyofthese areas,” she
added.

Acopyofthe videowill bedistributed to
Transition Assistance Offices .

WOCS Changes

The National Guard Bureau recently
announced the elimination of the option to
use the Army Corvespondence Course Pro-
gram for completing Warrant Officer Candi-
dateSchool (WOCS) Resdent training will
be the only acceptable method for complet-
ing WOCS traning It 15 offered at Fon
Rucker, Ala,, (6 weeks) and Fort McCoy,
Wisc. AtFort McCoy, WOCS is configured
in boththefoum'cckandspliloptionaﬂ)
resident modes. The second portion of the
splittraining option must be completed within
one year of the stert of Phase I. A transition
period has been established for the discon-
tinuanceofenrollment after October 1, 1992,
To receive eredit, candidates are required to
compleie the comespondence phase by Oc-
tober 1, 1993. Contact the State Schools
Program Manager or individual units for
information.

Troopers Graduate

The three members of the Counter
Drug Program who recently attended
Louisiana's State Police Training Academy
are now stale troopers
StlrSgt. Kevin Allen, who served as
the class president, Sta/TSgt. Jeflrey Whiteand
Sgt. Kenneth Martin reported to their respec-
tive troops July 6, 1992. White and Martin
were also distinguished graduates of the 70th
Cadet Class of the Academy.

Brigade Called Out

Guardsmen were calledto the rescue as
Gov. Edwin Edwards declared a staie of emer-
gency when torrential rains bombarded south
central Loursana in June Seven members of
the 256th Infantry Brigade were called to state
acuve duty in St Landry and Evangeline Par-
ishes to ill sandbags and assist with the evacy-
ahonorm-chOOpeoplcrromahounngm
‘g’lam-e{s rou: three to four fect in a matter

in the cities of Vi d
ille Piatte and

Fellowship Available

Did you know that all US. citizens
(except federally employed civilians) are eli-
gible toapply for the White House Fellowship
Progmm? Each year 14-20 individuals are
selected lowork full time forone year as special
assistants to senior executive offices of the
president or vice president. Military personnel
are encouraged 10 apply. Applications can be
oblained by writing to the President’s Commis-
sion on White House Fellowships, 712 Jack-
sont Place NW, Washington, D.C. 20503 and
must be submitted by December 15 each year,

-
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159th FG Joins New ACC

By SSG Suzanne Chaillot
15%9th FG/PA

Introducing...the 159th Fighter Group.
Louisiana’s 1591 Tactical Fighter Group hasa
new name.

On June 1, 1992, Tacucal Air Com-
mand, with parts of Strategic Arr Command
and Mitary Airhft Command, become the
new Air Combal Command

All the former TAC units’ names have
been simplified  This includes La's 122nd Air

Control Party, formerly Tactical ACP.

Air Combat Command will include all
ballistic missiles, fighters, bombers, reconnais-
sance, command and control and battle man-
agemenlassets, some air refueling tankers, and
a portion of theater airtift.

The ACC mission isto provide lean and
mean combat forces trained to implement the

United States National Security Strategy

ACC forces will be required to deploy,
on a moments notice, to any global region and
be ready to employ on amval in theater. "Glo-
bal deterrence is still a major objective of this
Nationai Security Strategy,” writes Maj. Gen.
Stephen C Croker, ACC Commander (Provi-
sional),” a strategy that can only be imple-
mented through highly traned and well
equipped combat it forces ™

*Thus restructuring will allow us (o ex-
podite small packages going to small areas of
the local impact of the Air Force-wide reorga-
nization, * said Col Michael G. Sember, 159th
FGcommander. "Theneed tocrosslinesto get
military airlifi command o refueling tankers
will be cased since we will all be under one
command.*

Other impacts, more personal, are that
the TAC patch is to be removed [rom battle
dress uniforms, and the 159th TFG patch will

Father and Son: MAJ Gerald Songy,
Headguarters, La. Air National Guard swears
his second son, Chris E. Songy, into the guard.
Witnessing the oath are MAJ Songy's first
commander, BG RalphJ. Melancon, Sr., assis-
tant adjutant general (Air), and MAJ Robest L.
Vaughn, the newest Songy’s commander, at

] Afx - _

the 159th Resource Management Squadron,
Standing behind his fatheris SRA Adam Songy,
a current member of the 159th RMS. Chris
will attend the University of Southwestemn La,
Adam is 3 studen! at Southeastern La, Univer-
sity. (LAANG Photo)

be altered.

Calling All History Buffs

The Jackson Barracks Military Library, located in Bullding 51, is open to the
general public Monday through Friday from 8:00 to 4:00, phone (504) 278-6241.
Did you know that the library:

| 4

»

Maintains over 3,000 books & files on LANG history

Maintains over 4,000 books & files on general
military history

Maintains over 1,000 books & files on genealogy
Answers over 50 inquiries every quarter
Maintains a staff to assist you in historical research

Is always searching for donations, either monetary
or items of military or historical interest

The library does all of this without an operating budget. If you would Iike to

make a tax-exempt monetary donation to the library, make your check payable

to the Jackson Barracks Museum "Dedicated to the Library Fund®. Checks

should be

mailed to: Headquarters, Louisiana National Guard, Attn: Military

History Library, Bldg. 51, Jackson Barracks, New Orleans, LA 70146-0330
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Two signs

of a valuable employee.

leamnobe

bett.er leaders. Please ke

your em%loyees train with the National Guard and Reserve,

eteer decision makers, better team 1 and

r}usmnnndtlmncxtm need

time off work to serve.

they’ll be better prxred for the wocrzrré;l;’adcﬁ !5? Al

for you. And tha

sign of a good employee. TT e o

QL-!HMT’"

*Sea! If mommy had besn wearing her seat beft, that woulkin‘t have happaned.”

ESGR Launches New Campaign

By Madro Bandaries

ESGR PAO

Louisiana’s Employer Support 1o the
GuardandReserves' (ESGR) Summerand Fall
billboard campaign has kicked ofT. Designed
1o be particulary relevar during the annual
training penod of our Gudrdsmen and Resery.
ists, it will encourage employers 1o continue
their support during this most important time.

Louisiana has been particularly effec-
tive in this matter in the ESGR public afTairs is
working with LAMAR Advertising to putover
500 bliboards up. The Baton Rouge based
company operates in 13 states and will publi-
cize ESGR in all of them

In addition, the new ESGR public ser-
vice announcement (PSA) ts being shown on
all Lovisiana television stations. Past PSA
campaign efforts have realized increases i
awareness of the critcal role the Guard and
Reserve play in our national defense. A recent
survey of employers indicated that 88 percent

ESGR Profile

NAME: J.R. "Snap® Qakes
OCCUPATION: Sheniff, Claibome
Parish .

ACCOMPLISHMENTS: Senior Sher-
iffin Louisiana, 6 terms, 22 years. Has36 years
in law enforcement.

MILITARY .Decorsted Korean War
Veteran

ADVICE TOOTHERS: *Join the mili-
1ary, it gave me leadership tramning,”

VOLUNTEER WORK: ESGR Com-
mitiee Member

agree that employces leam skills 1n the Guard
and Reserves that make them more cost effec-
tive.

- Despite this survey, a full two-thirds of
the 260,000 Guardsmen and Reservists that
have left, did so because of job or family
problems One can casily see the value of your
ESGR Commutiee as they dea! pnmanly with
employers

Using the help of your local ESGR
Commutee, contact with employers leads 1o
employer support Such contact comes in way
of speaker bureaus, ombudsman programs
and recognition of employers whose policics
support of encourage participation of thexr
employees in the Guard and Reserves.

Astoyourparticipation asa Guardsman
of Reservist, have you nommated your em-
ployer for an ESGR sponsored “Bosslift™? 1f
not,doso Contact ESGR Executive Director
Col. John Landry at (540) 278-6311.

Louisiana Military Academy

Recognized by 5th Army

By Jan G. Washispack
Family Support Group Leader

“Congratulations, again|® - with these
wonds Maj. Gen. AM. Stroud, Jr., presented
the Fith U.S. Ammy Ouistanding Training
Award toLt Col. Calvin Washispack, superin-
tendent of the Louisiana Military Academy.
This permanent trophy wasawarded to Det. 2,
HQ STARC during the recent Commanders/
Stafl Conference held at Camp Beauregard.

The Louisiana Military Academy has
been selected as the winner of this coveled
award for United States Army National Guard
Academics for two consecutive years The
trophy {s in recognition of "strong leadership

and training management programs” as evi-
denced in nomination packels submitted
through the unif's chain of command. The
Academy was cited for its “desire to exce! and
attain high standards in training readiness *

Washispack noted that every soldier
assigned to Det. 2, HQ STARC contributed to
this noteworthy achievement. He later pre-
sented the trophy to Command Sgt. Maj. Rob-
ert Addington during the NCOA's first forma-
tion and provided a written commendation to
cach unit member for their outstanding perfor-
mance. A copyof thiscommendation has been
placed in the individual's permanent reconds.
The trophy is on display at the Louisigna Mili-
tary Acaderny at Camp Beauregard.
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By SGT Kristi L. Moon

241st PAD

As a gun rings cut "BANG!® An an-
nouncet screams “Let the games begint*

And 50 it goes, the 1992 U.S. Olympic
Tracksand Field Trials kick off at Tad Gormley
Stadium in New Orleans, but not without the
Louistana National Guard IfOlympic officials
had had to put on the show alone, if might not
have happened.

Two Lousiana National Guard units
performed ofTicial military duty in support of
the trials. The 39th Military Police Co. and the
159th Mobile Army Surgical Hospital pro-
vided the better part of all security and medical
support for the duration of the events,

The MASH, under the direction o/ Maj.
Kathy Poole, set up their DEPMEDS, or
deployable hospilal and equipment. They pro-
vided initial treatment for minor injuries to
athletes and spectators alike and prepared
patients for more intense care and transporta-
tion to hospitals.

*We did have a few people who needed
to beevacuated for more seriousinjurics,” said
Sgl. 1s1Class Michael R. Sanchez, Chief Ward

Master of the MASH. "One athlete separated
his soldier during a fallin the stecple chase, and
one of the Olympic commitiee members be-
came severely dehydrated.”

Sanchezcited that most of the casualties
were heat related. *1spoke with Carl Lewis for
a few moments,” he said. "He complained
about trying to qualify in the heat and humidity
of New Orleans.”

Members of the MASH got in as early
as 7 am. 1o fire up the generators and some-
tirnes worked until 1 a.m. to evaluate ell of the
athletes and secure the medical site.

"It was great 1o work with afl of the area
medical organizations and meet the athletes,”
Sanchez said. "Just about every athicle came
through the tent just to check us out*

While athletes were checking out the
MASH compound, civilian spectators and in-
lerested parties were checking out the rest of
the "secure” stadium area. The 39th MPs
provided physical security and crowd control.
The security perimeter and details consisted of
the three main gates, the practice track, the
medreal center, vehicle searches, entry and
accesscontrol, traffic control points, inside and
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outside the stadium.

And the MPs worked 24 hours a day!
The shilt work paid off, however, The MPs
apprehended an intruder. A curious spectator
snuck into the stadium grounds to have a look
around alter the athletes were tucked in for the
evening.  Not for long, though. The MPs
apprehended andescorted the individual outof
the arca.

Sg1. 1st Class Robert Nagy, non-com-
missioned-officer-in-charge of the operation,
said this was a routine mission for the 35th,
especially after their role in Operation Desert
Storm. The 39th worked closely with the New
Orleans Sherifls and Police Departments and
had 2 concrete set of plans for the entire
operation....until opening night. Some of the
construction [ell behind schedule and one of
the main gates wasn't completely restructured.
So,as with any mission, “Everybody had to be
past flexible,* Nagy sud. “They had 1o be
fluid.*

The 44 soldiers involved, Nagy sad,
ran the show. ] didn't have to get involved a
whole lot.” Staff Sgt. Michael Dunn, platoon
sergeant; Sgt Shane Brossette, and Sgt. Michael
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Bennett execuled the entire operation, acgord-
ing to Nagy. They were also instrumental in
briefing the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Committee
on how to plan their upcoming events,

Now that if's all over, Nagy said, "If's
kind of anti-climatic, because you're working
at such a high leve! of intensity and then you
don’t have that adrenaline shove anymor&®

More support for the trizls came from
seven members of the national guard who
volunteered some invaluable time. The 209th
Personnel ServicesCompany and HQ STARC
issued credentials to some 8,000 very impor-
tant people. They also escorted athletes and
guests, assisied Kodak with i.d. photos, com-
piled daily event updates and served as room
mediators for the athletes. J

"What started asa community action
project of a couple of hours for & few days,
ended up as a major task requiring 10 to 15
hours a day, for 16 days,” ssid CW3 Lowell
Bradford of the 209th Personne! Service Com-

pany.

While our background prepared us foa
this task, we will remember this experience for:
a long ume to come, Bradford said,

At the recent U.S. Olympic Track and
Field Trials held a1 Tad Gormley Stadium in
New Orleans Military Policemen SPC John
Setnicky {r) and PV2 Ronald Lemoine of the
39th MP Co. maintain radio contact with their

communications center while manning the
entrance 10 the medical center. The medical
center wasset up and run by members of the
159th Mobile Army Surgical Hospital.
(LAARNG Photo)

Members of the 209th Personnel Ser-
vice Company and HQ STARC volunteered
invaluable time and cflort 1o the recent 1992
Olympic Track and Field Trials held in New
Orleans. Pictured in their Olympic uniforms
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Charlotte Strecker. (standing | to r) Mr. Bill
Gilmore, CW3 Lowell Bradford, $SG Debbie
Gilmore, SSG Marthew Lehrmann, and SFC
Edwin Guxdroz (Photoby SFC Nelda Peterson,
209th PSC)

are (knecling | to r) CPT Robent Fink, SPC
. ; -

The U.S. Olympic Track and Field Tni-
als were sponsored by many organizations,
including the Louisiana Army National Guard.
During all practice sessions, events and other-
wise, the 159th MASH handled all medical
concems l‘onthkw‘s;nndspgcu‘m‘ﬂikc. The
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39th MP Co. provided crowd contro! and
around the clock physical secunty for the entire
Franklin Roosevelt Mall arca surrounding Tad
Gommley Stadium, (Photo by SGT Krist1 L.

Moon, 2415t FAD)
*



