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We all need someone
to look up to...

Be a different kind of
hero!

Join the
Special Olympics
Louisiana Law
Enforcement Torch
Run!

Make the world a
better place for our
Louisiana athletes!

Find out how you can be a hero!
Contact Tiffany King
Special Olympics Louisiana
(800) 345-6644
tking(@laso.org
www.laso.org
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THE QUARTERLY MEGATING FOR THE LOUISIARR AREY AND LR RATIORAL GUARD

A WORD FROM LOUISIANA'S COMMAMNDER:-IN-CHIEF
HURRICANE RESPONSE TEAM

LOUISIANA RECEIVES 'ROYAL' TRAINING IN THAILAND
LOUISIANA NATIOMAL GUARD MEDICS EXAMINE ITALY
ENGINEERS BATTLE FLOOD WATERS AT POTATO LEVEE
7697+ SOLDIERS RECEIVE PURPLE HEARTS

FY OB WARRANT OFFICER ACCESSIONS

ARMY NATICMAL GUARD KNOWLEDGE IS POWER

AIR GUARD PASSES EVALUATION WITH ‘'FLYING' COLORS
A CITIZEN SOLDIER

LOUISIANA ARMY NATIONAL GUARD INCENTIVES
HISTORY IN THE MAKING

BENEFICIARY RESOURCES

MINUTEMEN RECOGNITIONS

i Lowisiana Mational Guard




A word from Louisiana's Commander-in-Chief

Soldiers and Airmen of the Louisiana National Guard:

It is an incredible honor to serve with such distinguished men and women who put their
lives on the line every day for the protection and service of our beloved state and our nation.

You are heroes not just to your own sons and daughters and parents in your families; but
you are heroes to us all. You are the ones we call on to protect us from harm, to defend our
freedoms abroad, and rescue us in times of emergency and disaster.

You not only answer that call any time your community, your state or your cogniry n-azds_wu you also work ev-
eryday to make sure that you are trained, experienced and ready to serve. You have stepped forward dunn;'h time ©
of uncertainty in the world and you have done so out of great personal sacrifice, not for your own pride or honor, but -!E q
for the safety of all of us who depend on vou to keep us from harm’s way. Your service allows our state and nation to
continue to prosper and for individuals everywhere to pursue their own dreams in a land of plentiful opportunity.

It is a privilege to serve our state with you. From the bottom of my heart, [ want to thank you for stepping for-
ward to serve. [ know your families’ and your own sacrifices are many. Please know that the value of your service
is tremendous and its impact on all of our lives, and our state, will live on forever, long after the days and the years
can number.

God Bless Lonisiana and the United States of America.
Governor Bobby Jindal
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Call us toll free at (866) 562-9300 to add your company’s logo to this 1
page and show your support.

TRICARE Retiree Dental Program
www. irdp. org

Through ACQH these sponsors are contributing 25% of their /g
advertising costs to the National Guard Family Program.
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HURRICANE RESPONSE TEAM"

STIEPS UP EFFCRTS, LEARNS FRTM KATRIN

By Sewnior Airmen Rosie Doo and Tech. Sgi. Talus Medina
i 5%th Fighter Wing, Louisiana Air National Guand

With another active hurricane season predicted by fore-
caslers, the Louisiana Air National Guard Hurricane Response
Team prepared for raal life rescue missions recently, laarming
new strategies and reinforcing what Hurricane Katrina already
emphasized—the need for interagency cooperation and wark-
related experience.

The Depariment of Health and Hospitals coordinated with
the Lovisiana Air Mational Guard to test an emergency patient
transport plan. The Louisiana National Guard's C-130 trans-
port aircraft and the 433rd Asro Medical Evacuation Squadron
from Samn Anfonio, Texas, armived in New Iberia, La., the stag-
ing and demonstration area for the exercise on May 30,

“We have always had hurricane plans.” Trent Heberl, plant
operations manager and safety direclor for Iberia Medical
Centar said, “The coordination efforts by the stabte have really
been stepped up by the humcans experience of humcanes
Kalrina and Rita.

A crowd of media, cvilian medical personnel and Red
Cross members greetad the team and weare prepaned 1o take
part in this interagency evant that would frain civilians o work
with military equipmeant and aircrafl and vice varsa.

The participants off-loaded stretchers and began their
evacuation operation. Voluntesrs became mock palients,
ware loaded anto stretchers and into 1he C-130,

In the case of a real emergency, all personnel must be
aware of handling procedures and be confident in their ac-
tions to avoid further patient injury. The C-130 gave civilians
the opportunity 1o work with military air rescue aquipment and
allowed them to familiarize themselves with their profocol and
procedures,

"During Hurricane Katrina, we flew these same evacuation
migsions, evacualing hundreds of pecple from New Orleans.,”
said Capt. Samueel DeGeneras of the 158th Fighter Wing.

The aircraft can hold between 30 and 50 patients and the
goal was to safely load all victims in a timely and efficient mal-
ter and prepara them for transport.

During the exercise, one of the mock patients was a civilan
nurse who was loaded onto a stretcher and securad inside the
alrcraft. Unaware of her claustrophobia, the exencise immedi-
ately became a real-world situation forcing personnel to react
quickly under pressure to her not-so-mock situation.

Anjanefte Herberl, director of safety and emergency plan-
ning at Lafayetie General Medial Cenler, said sha was thrillad
with the level of cooperation from all the partness in a process
that has laken three, years of plannng. “We fesl very com-
" fortabla with how things have gone,” she said. “It has bean
amazing so far.”

"Through missions like this one, and working with the medi-
cal teams, we continue o hona our skills 5o thal we can padomm
aven better than we did in the last slorm,” Degeneras said. B

Hotas: The massive demonsiralion was sponsored by e Loumsiana
Depariment of Heallh and Hospitals, Govemnar's Office of Homaland
Secunly and Emengincy Praparsdneas, Lousiana Hospital Associa-
tion, Deparimient of Defense and elomants from LLS. Transporkation
Command, U2, Morthem Command, LS Ay Modh, 159th Fighber
Wing and 433rd Asromedical Evacuaion Squadron, LS. Depart-
mant of Health and Human and Sarvicas, FEMA, ULS, Depafimean
of Veterans Affairs, EMS. the local hospital, regional airport manag-
ars and air traffic conirod.

Marmbers of the 43| Ao Meds om San dnfonio, Faxas, caring o mock paorts pror fo |
mm @88 G- I aivniade Facdpcotalon i & mediesl fecify
Plpdoi H-:H-ﬂn'n
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The weather was hol and humid, but
the morale was high as Soldiers stepped
off the airptane in Thailand to make his-
tary as the only Mational Guard Soldiers
to participate in Operation Cobra Gold.

Cobwa Gold, established in 1882, is a
regularly scheduled joint'combined ex-
ercise and is the latest in the continuing
saries of American-Thai millitary exercis-
g5 designed to ensure regional peace
and strengthen the ability of the Royal
Thai amed forces io defend Thailand or
respond io regional contingencies.

"For our Soldiers to come together
in a foreign couniry with less than 120
days nolice, conduct 8 corps level multi-
national exercise over 11 days, and suc-
cessfully replace aclive-component ale-

ments is amazing,” sakd Col. Jacques
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21560 inf Fog. Sokers iy “sficky rice” the Thal soiders
cooked in bambon, 8 dschnigus Amancan Sokders leamed
83 part of survival g daneg 1he Bek) FRndg sadisn it
Cobew Gold 3008,

Lowvmasy Mabomal Guardimen padicisaling il Cobva Gold
admed & chance ko vind the Roys' Fadecy in Bangiok, Thadand

Pingwio nairvn Capl. Steven J Limbber!, haiti caplasn for e
combymed gmed foees during Cobra Gold 2008, goas fead-
fo-head sgaingt 1sf Lt Susa! Jepsamboos, Sefer knoem ag
UL Mac,” the Royal Thai Anny Arfillary Batakion, 151 Baffory
commaa, B B el of medpond. Baciudeg Me LT
Carteng duning rangg issaing i Thadand

The Lovisans Ammy Maioosl Guesd werks clososly wil
e Royal Thad Ay showeng tham echngies of clasnng
budcings during the participsiion of Cpemfion Cobra Gold

Thibodeaux, deputy commander of the
combined armed forces.

This years owerseas duly Iraining
consisted of a computer-simulated com-
mand post exencsa, field traming exer-
cisas and humanitardan'civic assistancea
projects, which included Thailand, Sen-
gapore, Japan, Indonesia and the Linit-
ed States as participants.

The adercise control group, Unibed
States Army Pacific Command, steted
this exercise was the best integration in
the past three years,” Thibodeaux added

The iraining included a command post
exercise with Guard Soldiers from vanious
locations in Loutsiana and a field training
axarcize with the Abbeville-based Znd
Battalion 156th Infaniry Regiment.

“Wea ware very exciled when we gol

_ tha opportunity to coma here. To partic-
| pate in a Joint Coaldiion Exercise with a

foreign army as professional as the Roy-
al Thai Army s ... you just can't baal "
said LL. Col. George Kranske, the 2nd of
the 156th commander.

The field training exercise consisted of
bilateral exercises including medical frain-
ing, map reading and land navigation, sel-
ting up traffic control points, wban warare
training, hand-o-hand combal training,
sniper franing and jungle warfare.

Soldiers also participated in a wreath-
laywing ceremony, paying joint respects io
fallen Soldiers from .5, and Thailand.

=

Balor Rouge regidenf L. Col Gaorge Kransis, oommandar of 31568 iaf Reg. siaps up do honor e fallen Soldiers of hiz baffafon. as wedf
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soldiars killed in action since 1971.

*For us fo pay joint respects io each
other was vary heartwarming and it was
a privilege 1o participate in somathing 5o
solemn,” said Kranske. “To see our ban-
ner on the wreath placed beside their
regimeantal wraath ai the memonal is a
fealing that is hard to put into words. Itis
truly & great honor.”

Whila there, Soldiers enjoyed tradi-
tional Thal cuisine, beer and MWR ac-
tivities to include soccer with their Royal
Thai Army counterparts.

It is unquestionable that our Soldiers
built a betler relationship with their Thai
counterparts than they ewver thought
possible,” said Kranske.

Though there was a language bamier,
both Thai and American Soldiers became
s0 immersed and intertwined that contact
mformation, patches and even unfforms
wars axchanged as a symbol of an unbe-
lievable bond that would not be forgotian.

"This was absolutely a life-changing
sxpanence,” Kranske added. “We ware
tha first battalion from the Mational Guard
io participate in Cobra Gold and | would
love for this to be an annual event.”

Kranske reminiscad, "The Thai Bat-
falion Commander and | wera walk-
ing back from itha morar lanes and
were standing on the gun line at night
watching the artillery fall, and we could
see the silhouette of the Thai Soldiers
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By Spe. Cami Carber, 41 5th Military

" Intelligence Unit Public Affairs Representative

o

K. ¥ unit sent oul an e-mail ask-
Mingu.ﬂ.whuwaﬂtedtnguma
A B trip o Raly and | said lef’s go
exclaimed Staff Sgt. Jeannie Prewitl of
Balon Rouge, a medic with the Louisi-
ana Mational Guard,

The Guard selected two physician
assistants, one nurse and five medics
from the T56th Area Support Medical
Company, of the 415th Military Intedli-
gence Battalion out of Carville o spend
March B-20 at Caserma Ederei Armvy
Basein Vicenza, [faly.

The overall mission of the irip was o
train the Soldiers in a chinical environ-
ment on a regular active duty Army base
and give tham a fesl for real-wodd medi-
cal emengencias.
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From iaf, Capl Johe biomd, Capl Kay Stephen, Soc. Mchele
Evernt, Capt. Tarrens Ky s Staff Spi Jeanves Prowed sk in
Vafy aler & haro' gay of iining Bl Casevma Ededel Aaoy Base
in Vicenaa, Kaly: Selecied Nafiona! Guand Soldars spant e
wenks [ranog n Aaly K et avus! Netors' Guand baning.
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The eight Soldiers were separaled dur-

Il Brad Chalelsss of Bafon Rouge, 8 medic & e
Lensiinna Anmy National Guand rliies § SokSers
a7 ang provided Sirpches for physcal Momgy @
Caterma Edvded Aoy Bace in Wicenima, Rafe Eghl
dplactn] SokcBas s0and Fro wasks fradng By
for Fassr g Wationad (iuard fraining

U5 Acry phoir S 50 Jasin Prowei®

ing the rafnéng days and put into different  gynecology clinic, while Sgt. Brad Chat-
types of clinical environments. Spc. Mi-  elain trained in the physical therapy clinic

chels Everaft trainad in the obstetrics and

One Month Free!

Storage Space Rental,

Ash abuulnur

a B self storage

Serving the Lafayette, New Orleans and Baton Rouge Area
Over 350 Stores Nationwide! (8s88) 8-UNCLEBOBS

and Stafl Sgi. Jeannie Prewitt trained in
ther birthing center. Caplains John Ner-
rell, Kay Swphan and Tamen Rngaly,
along with Sgl. Brandon Powell trained in
the health care clinic whare Soldiers and
family members visit for sick call.

“The training was awesome because
wa got to work with other Soldsers and
their families who wera staoned there
full-timea,” axplainad Prewitt, who was able
o witness & casarean section & the midsi
of her training, "It was a baauliful baby boy
with a head full of hair,” she exclaimed.

Sgi. Brad Challain trained with physi-
cal therapists at the wounded Soldier
unit sel up for Soldiers coming in with
injuries from Iraq. Not only did Chatlain
gel io help other troops, but he recaived
training in physical therapy, something
he had never done before,

The Soldéers returmed home following
v thiree wesaks of training with a sense
of pride and accomplishment

1 love the National Guard,” explained
Prawitt. “I¥'s a different Mestyle from the
chvillan world, and | take peide in Il There
are so many opporiunities and things to
learn whan you become a Scldier, and
honestly, | still cant belleve that | got o
travel around [taly!® B
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W were there whien-von Bmded on the northern cosst of Franee,
W were there when vou returned o the Philippine shore,

Wi wiere there when vou Fooe bl i Reorca somd N et man.,

Wi were there when sou rolled across the deserts of Treag.

We were there then,

W willalways e there.

Proudly serving tose whe serve,

Cuswssen GEICO.

or your local GEICO office geico.com




Governor Jindal calls'Soldiers into state active duty for first time

o

“Before this week is dona, |
hope every one of us finds one
of these Soldiers and thanks
them for what they do,” said |
Gov. Bobby Jindal, "You know, |
a farmer put it best to me, he
said, ‘freedom’s not free.”

Jindal and Mal. Gan. Benneft
C. Landreneau, the Adjutant
General for the Loulsiana Ma-
tional Guard, made a visit to the |
sie wivene the farming commis
nities of Morganza and Balch-
wor, La., in Pointe Coupee Parish, fought
o save crops warth malhons of dollars from
e flood walers of the Mississippi River,
have families.” pointed cut Jindal. "They
droppead what they wera doing 1o come
hare without hesitation ... thay wera
happy to come haere and help the local
community to protect propady and pro-
tect farmiand,”

More than 5000 acres farmed by
gight farmars and owned by neary 50
landowners fipoded al the “Polato Leves™
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e cropy ek caling o e
qOvETETE for EEange
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By |ormre Negors' Juard Ul
Pt 4fary Seprnamninies

The tarmin bne of mper smcky stands 25 e ooy deferns
soarel fr o ety B wates of e Mt P
U5 demey phok S Rebeiat Mikve 2150 Epris Sguts Lol
Prgsic A%y ey meertatrrs

in the River Basin, north of
the Morganza Spillway. Significant rains
throughout the Mssissippi River Basin
caused the water levels o rise, destroy-
ing the current wheat crop. Without inter-
vention, the soybean crop, intended to be
planted in July, will cerainly be lost.

At tha direction of Jindal, Landreneau
sant the Z25th Engineer Brigade, haad-
quarterad in Pineville, La, o conduct
emergency operations after ordering 13
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The Soldiers filled super sacks, 4
feet by 4 feel, with approximately 3,000
pounds of soll using heavy eguipment.
This was an attempt fo raise the leves for
2.2 miles before the river crested.

Deja vu for two Soldiers...
25 years later

Sgl. May. Jimmy Vicellio, of Slaughter,
La., operations non-commissioned
o :

munity in such a big way is a rare gift
“it's always good 1o come home and

support the local community ... the

Guard did a lot in 1992 after Humicana

Soldiers into state active duly status. Andrew [as well], We spent six weeks

Felican Dispats
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WATERSIAT ROTATONIEYEE)

doing clean up bacausa the commu-
nity neaded our help,” said Major.,

Marty Graham of Batchedor, La., who
farms more than 1,200 acres of wheat,
appreciates tha halp all the farmers and
landowners ara recaiving at the hands
of the MNational Guard Soldiers.

It means a lof ko our community
that the Guard is here helping us. It's
not just us, it's everyonsa,” Graham ax-
plained. "We feel a whole lot more con-
fident with the National Guard's help in
thal we will be able to sandbag it and

lio. “Eventually, the
leves broke in Several
places, before being |
topped by more than |
twa feat of water” !
The Guard, Army
Corps of Engineers, |
Police Jury and |
community leaders |
continue to meet to
put together a plan
to remove the waler
that is more than 20

The ddudard Gorare!, iy, (an Senneit & Landrenaay,
Gov. Bobby Jodal and Col Cwems Moscondod,
commandar of the J25th Enginssr Brigade, tEacuss he
prognss of S lsmponary e of defenss el over Buer

feel deep al the lowest poinl. | days focombar possibie flooding. Fer ihe fra! ime wnce

get it completed,”

Soldiers ordered back to : [
we work on, especially when
state active duty working an emergency sit m##ﬂ—*ﬂ- Hi et rgate Une
*Due 1o the higher than expected rise e, is rewarding fo the Sol- T -
of the river and expected crest, the ad-  diers  involved,” said Landre-

ditional height of the super sacks was neal. */'m particularly prood that | e -~
we can assist in wmmlﬂi ..

parl wa can play in thd

the supar sacks 10 keep tha wa-
ter from coming over the top, but
eventually had lo pull back.

*In the end, the farmers made
the decision fo pull everyone
back due io safety hazards to
the Soldiers and
workers,”
stated Vicel-

het® B

Spe. Mchea! Champion of Bamice, Lo, ciswully places 8 1000 powad. f leal by
4 fowt, “mper sack” fled with 50l along e leves rorth of the Mopanes Spdfwey
Thadean Soldsre werg codlad |2 Stafa Actn Doty for ond ek & stend Srmeny |
hu#nmmmmmmmumwnn

Mimsiteingd River

LLE devry sicts,. Sgp. Frnbebah aform, 1730 Egres: Brigeds Lnd Mutie Afsn lspmapnistn




169TH SOLDIERS
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Maj Gan, Banosll C. Lanchavmay Bwails
Sgt. David Anfoine, of Lake Charies, the
Purple Heat kv iguaiss sosisingd on
Febeuary 19 in lag.

in Baton Rouge, La., for injuries sustained in Iraq this spring.

Biodh Solidians wena pinned whils al Brooke Army Medical Cenler.,

Georga, a native of Belon Rowge, was injured on March 30
when an improvised axplosive device hil near the Palletized Load
System (PLS) he was riding in with Sgt. Terrell Gilmore, also of
Baton Rowge. Gimore died as a result of his injuries sustained
during the accident.

“We were driving in Sadr City. |t was jusi a norma! day and a
mormal convioy. As wie wene driving, | fell something wasn't right,”
George recalled. °! lold Gimore to step on it; 'm giad he did. it
wasn't five seconds later when we wera hil.”

When the vehicle was hit by the IED, it enguifed the PLS and
the Soldiers, George was on fire and jumpad oul when & medic
from HSC, TESth Engineer Battalion saw him and came running.

George continued, = wouldn't have my e i it wasaT for him,
| was all alonae [on the side of the road]. He must have done a
double take and saw mo thera. He just came minning. sithout
waiting for cover or anything and grabbad rmis,”

George spoke fondly of his friend, Gilmore, who los1 his life
that day.

“He was my batthe buddy. | have known Ram for thies years,”
Gaorge reflected. “He was tha kind of guy that helped you; if ha
had it, you had it."

George, who laughed as ha continued, “He was an ‘old-school’ catf™

George has nine years in the military and also served during
Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan, 2002-2003, with

-l

_Several members o his famiy were op

' Jeramy George of Baton Rouge, nephew Kentyre George, and

friend Danica Ruffins, also of Baton Rouge. :

Antoine, who is from Lake Charles, La., was also
the Purple Heart for injuries sustained on February 19 whan his
vehicle hit an improvised explosive device.

Antoine said the roule he was on that day was known for ils
increased level of attacks and usually was not taken. He was with
another sergeant from Minnasota he called “Wimpy™ and travel-
Ing with anpther unit,

“All | remember is Wimpy yeling for me to get out of the kil
Zone,” Antoine recalied. *1 don’t remember how | dnove from cne
side of the bridge o the othes,”

He continued, “The good Lord dispaiched the angels that day
to move the truck. | femly Delieve that, My mother had a dream
that naght about vehiches being blown up. She woke up my dad o
pray for me. She knew everything was going 1o be alrbight.”

Ankoine, who served in Desar Sloam on aclive duly as a
cargo specialist, is the father of three: Alexis, Brandon and Da-
vid Jr. Members of Antoine’s family present for the ceremony
included his mothar and father, Juanita and Vincs, and brother
Anthony Antoine.

Col. Owen Monconduif, commander of the 225th Enginear
Brigade, spoke to the families and Soldiers about the courage
demonstrated by their actions,

“Receiving the decoration is an honor, bt if's also a wary hum-
bling exparience,” said Monconduit, “In the Army Values, we talk
about honor, integrity, duty, respect, loyafty, seifless service; but, |
Ehink the one that stands out for thess two individuals is ‘personal
courage.’ These Soldiers have displayed personal courage with
all that they have endured, [and so have] the families that have
supporied them,”

The Soldiers also re-
calved the Combal Action
Badge, Amrmy Commaenda-
tion Medal, Armed Foroes
Reserve Medal with Mobi
kzation Device, Global War
on Tarrorism Service Medal,
Iragi Campaign Medal, Na-
tional Defanse Sanvice Med-
al, Louisiana War Cross and

St S i George of Baskon Rouge, recabes iz Purls Hear! decorstion fom Maj Gan Becnaelt C. Lasdrenesy, the Adutind .Fﬂl!-'.:"ﬁf Y .,
Gemers) of 1 Louipins Madona! Guand Tha Pudls Hear wat SwarDed %o Gaovpe fiv eyunas he sustaned on Marth 30w ksq o
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FY 08 Warrant Officer Accessions

The following Soldiers are recognitzed and commended for their excallend physical and mental foritude
in complafing Wamani Officar Candidate School and'or baing appointed nto the elite Louisiana Mational
Guard Warrant Officar Comps since Oclober 1, 2007. The warmand officar strangth managers would like 1o
recognize and thank the unils and their DRLUS for their continued support of the Wasrant Officer Program.

F B,
IIIIF'.'.I'I:H Darrel K. Daniel WO1 Bradley J. Hnrgan_\' WO1 Jeffrey Scroggins WO1 Richard E. Caldwell
HHC 198th BSB JFHO-LA A Co., 1-244th Avn. Bn. 12th Med. Co.
WO1 Bradford C. Adams WO1 Aaron M. Hearme WO1 Theodore B. Eilts CW4 Michael Stanco
HHC 225th Eng. Bde. Rear Det., 1244th Awn. Bn. 83181 Survey and Design Team HHC 1/244th Awvn. Bn.
WO1 Christopher Brunettin CW2 Bradley E. Emington | | CW2 Gregory Arceneaux WO1 Kenneth W. Joseph
812th Med. Co. &12th Med. Co. Det. 1, C Co., 1-114th Avn, Bn.  Del. 1, 367 3rd Maint. Co.
W01 Karl D. Crow WO1 Randall J. Chastant | | WO1 Danny D. Davidson WO1 Deven P. Fusiler
HHC 256th IBCT 812th Med. Co. FSC, 527Tth Eng. Bn. Det. 1, 3673rd Maint. Co.
CW4 James R. Gataly WO1 Dustin M. Lee WO1 Robert Lhuillier, Jr.
A Co, 1/244th Avn. Bn. JFHQ-LA HHC 256th IBCT
\ N v
i CW4 Gerard Abair or WO1 Tammy Lang )
hlaulsiauaﬂaﬂunalﬁumﬂ Warrant Officer Strength Managers (318) 640-3672

o

We Bring Our University To You mml!ul

Associate » Bachelors = Masters & Certificate Programs Available Established in 1857

Serving Those Who Serve
Ll hai= o wish ks 1|
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Contact Us Today! Flexible - )
UPPER IOWA UNIVERSITY copd
318-484-2184, Ext. 121 www.uiu.edu/military » moreinfo@uiu.edu
B88-877-3742 On Campus - Online » Independent Study » U.S. & Intemational Canters
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159th Fighter Wing Mert Force eams top honors

By Siaff Sgi. Kristi Moon
159k Fighter Wing Public Affairs

The 159th Fighter Wing alert personnel recently demon-
siraled their proficiency at protecting the Gulf Coast of the
Uinited States in an Air Force Evaluation commonly called the
AFE conducted April 24. The North Atlantic Aerospace Defense
Command (NORAD) inspector general called the Bayou Militia
Fighter Alert Force (FAF), "the best in the Combat Air Force,”

Prior to the inspection, jets had been grounded; there
were two deaths within the alert crew, (Chief Master Sgl. Roy
Ripp and maintainer Master Sgi. Pal Hock); and the wing's
operational readiness ingpection (ORI} had been conducted
in March. These were nol the ideal precursors for a test of
this magniiude.

“For three monihs we were under the gun,” said alert officer-
in-charge, Lt. Col. Oscar Evans. "A mere passing grade (on the
AFE) would've been good considening the circumstances.”

14 4 Pelican Dispatch | Summer 2008

Despite the setbacks, they prepared for the inspectors o
arrive and when they did, the alert crew was ready. Within
30 minutes of the inspectors’ arrival, the hom went off, This
sound had everyone jumping into position to lBunch the jets
and scramble toward the intended targats. Al this point, it's the
pilot's job to diffuse the sitluation using all avallable resources
and communicalions, The ocbjective was to launch the jels as
quickly as possible with minimal fisks.

One targel was a simulated hijacking and the other was
a non-responsive pilol who overflew his destination. During
the aler launch, one pilot was foroed to abort to the spare jal.
Then, 23 minutes of downed communication had the crews
running all operations through the supervisor of flying [SOF)
using good old-fashioned telephones. Thase were hurdies the
alert crew managed with skill and precision.

Alart Chief, Senior Master Sgl. Rodney Schaubhut, ax-
plained that the inspactors expect normal launch but when
somathing breaks, the real ward sats in. "We awed them with
our response 1o the unexpacted,” Schaubhiut said.

“All the credit goes to these guys on the air créw - if we
can't get "em (jets) airborme, i's all for naught,” said Evans.
"The guys on the ground made & all happen.”

The inspector general report reads: "The gquality and de-
gree of integration between Operalions and Maintenance and
the unswerving dedication and teamwork displayed by this Alr
Sovereignty Alert delachment are outstanding and constitule
a benchmark for the Combalt Air Force.”

The report also noted flawless launch and recovery proce-
dures; lechnical data ulilization during fight inspection was
commendable; the composite tool kit program managemenis
was superior and "Best Seen To Dale”; aircralt appearance
was pristing and facility cleanliness "noteworthy.”



“Wa had three jels back on status within the NORAD di-
rected hernaround time thanks to the enging shap, electricians
and all the suppor that came in,” Schaubhul sasd, "It was a
group effon,”

Their molivation for excellence was fueled by many forces,
including that of the passing of their crew mates.

"Roy put a lot of time into the alert, not Io mention his
leadership,” Master Sgt. Darren Vicknair said. "One of the
things we could do for him was to do the best we could on
this inspecton.”

The alert crew had Ripp's name put on all four aler jets.

"Roy was our leader.” Tech. Sgt. Brian Fast sald. "We work
364 days a year for the one day thal matters. We nover know
when the hom will go off for real.”

.-_;_I; ..m_ﬁ'gﬁj/"{’;}i' 5
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The FAF received the highest grade of "Mission Ready.”
According fo the NORAD Alert Team Chief, "While “outstand-
ing’ is not a grading criteria anymore, the 159th FAF once
again achieved and conlinues to perform in an outstanding
manner and is the Besl Fighter Aler Force in the United
States Alr Force.”

The 159th Fighter Wing Alert Force crew:

Senlor Master SgL. Rodney Schaubhut, Master Sgi Dar-
ren Vicknair, Master Sgl. Travis Cooper, Master Sgt. Michaal
Gauthier (SAFETY), Tech. SgL Brandon Ayler, Tech. Sgt
Brian Fasl, Tech. Sgl. Jell Broussard, Tech. Sgl. Mark Baldini
(HAZMAT), Tech Sgl. Glenn Butler (Training), LL Col. Jaff
"Homer” Samueal, LL Col. Ricky “THD" Pierce. B
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“Wea are here loday nol only ko honor

o1 the heritage of the Z25th, but to starl a
LA M page in the unil's history by uncasing

the brigade's colors and donning & new
Solider patch to represant the new bri-
gada status,” stated the Adjutant Ganeral,
Maj. Gen. Banneft C. Landrensaw.

"Like your modio, ‘confectio,’ or fo builkd,
today we conlinue fo bulld upon your heri-
tage under the new flag.”

Since 1963, the engineers headguar-
lered on Camp Beauregard have been
designated as the 225t Engineer Group.
In Seplember 2006, the group was re-
designated as part of the sweeping rans-
formation the L3, Army underwent (o be-
come the Z25th Engineer Brigade.

After almost 40 years, the group cer-
emonsously cased their colors and un-
casad ihe new brigade colors.

The shoulder sheeve insignia, or 531,
and the colors are the easiest methods
o recognize a Soldier's unit. The colors
are positioned at the front of a forma-
tion and signify the continuity of the or-
ganization, even as mambers of the unit
come and go. The 55| is wom on avary
Soldier’s left shoulder.

The new SS| was designed by Staff
Sgt. Eric Hull and his excilement at the
caramony was hard to contain. He began
formulating his design for the brigade mora
than a year ago afler heanng rumors about
the new colors and a patch design to be
usad by the brigade. He was working as
the full-ime readiness non-commissioned
officer for Detachment 2 of the 102nd En-
gineer Company in Bossier City,

"I kvew il was a big deal, but | didn't
realize the impact the palch would maka

urtil # was incosporated info the brigada
colors. Thatl was aweasoma,” he beamed.

Hull, who joined the National Guard
in 1896, had the Soldiers of the 225t in
mind as he spani weeks coming up with

the design that he wouid eventualty sub-
mit to the brigade for consideration.

"I wanted the patch to be something
that the Soldiers would be proud of ™ he
stressed. "My design was based on a rep-
resentation of what | thought everything
woukd mean.”

He explained that the red with a while
siripe down the center of the patch rep-
resants the engineer colors and the gold
castle depicts the widely recognized eng-
neir symbol. The gold fleur-de-lis, which
appears on the bollomn left portion of the
patch, ties the brigade to the people of Lou-
iiana. The black with gobd border anound
the fleur-de-is reprasents the engineer
brigade’s Bes 10 the Army as a whole,

Capt. Wynn Nugent of Bossier City,
La., commander for the 1022nd Engi-
neer Company, expressed prida that tha
basis for the design of tha patch came
from a Saldsar in his unit,

*Staff Sgt. Hull's patch contribution
just adds another notch in the belt of the
outstanding performances of tha per-
sonnel from the 1022nd,” he said, *| am
sure we will continue to see great things
from this Soldier, as well as the rest of
the Soldiers in the “ten doubde deuca,™

Nugent added that Hull's motivation
is somathing that all Soldiers should
strive for,

“Staff Sgi. Hull is a very molivaled and
creative mon-commissioned officer who
thinks outside of the box,” he said. “From

il 1 ;.:.;ll;'.'q.'.'lur .";_;,-I = TIE .||.| |I Py
Wi A ffdies fl'|'|'l.' TR Ik

Ik first tirne | saw his design, | knew that
it woiihd be & conlendar for this tros honar
of salaction.”

Cod. Owan Monconduil, commander
of tha 225th, oullinad the monumental
accomplishmants of the engineers.

"Teday's ceremony symbolizes the
beginning of a new era, 1o distinguish
the history of the Z25th Engineer Br-
gade,” he remarked, "Today's cergmony
i alsa a calebration of the past accom-
plishments of this unit,

"Over the past 61 years, generations
of Soldiers and leaders in this profound
crganization have completed several en-
gineering missions around the world as
far as the Agar Islands, Bahamas, Belize,
Gemany, Guatemala, Honduras, Haly,
Jordan, Republc of Konea, Norway, Pan-
ama and the United Kingdom.”

iriees in order 1o improve their way of life.”
“Thesa simple acts of casing colors
and unfuring new codors and donning
a new shoulder sleave insignia symbol-
izg the transformation of this bagada's
capability,” concluded Landreneau. He
andad by saying whal will not changa is
the quality of the Soldiers thal belong to
the 225th. “You are a highly professional,
competent and committed organization,”
The brigade is comprised of four muli-
functional engineer battalions: the 205th
headquarfered in Bogalusa, La, the
TE8th headquarered in Balon Rouge,
the 527th headquartered in Ruston and
the 528th headquartered in Monme. B
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Web site to sign up for Humana Military Beneficiary Online Services 3
https:/finfocenter.humana-military.com/South/Bene/obs/request/SignUpWiz1. ASP
Dental Benefits Advisers
Dental Benefits Advisers (DBAs) will come to vour Reserve component wiits and brief on TDP benefits. The unit does not have to be
activated to arrange a briefing. All that is needed is for your unit to contact their DBA. Go online for & Web page that explains the process:
www.tricaredentalprogram. com/tdptws/enrollees/contact /tdp_benefit_advisors, jsp
Audio Health Library d
Humana Military provides an audio library that is available 24 hours a day, 7 deys 8 week by telephone.
The audio library provides high quality health information oo pertinent health topics such as asthma,
arthritis, allergy, children's bealth, cancer, diabetes, men's health, women's health, and comman ilinesses
and symploms. Access the audio library toll free at (877) 217-79.46.

ational Guard & Reserve Customer Service Line 1-877-298-3408 |
New! View National Guard and Reserve presentations online:
www.humanamilitaryguardreserve.com/skins/ngrfhome.aspx

TRICARE Reserve Select (TRS) www.humana-military.com/south/misc/T RS.hImJJ

4 ~

WALK-IN to a
SERVICE CENTER (USC)

Alexandria (England AFB) TSC
3600 Jackson St. Extension, Ste. 102 Fort Polk TSC
Alexandria, LA 71303 1585 3rd St.

Fort Polk, LA 71450

a520 General DeGauolle Dr., Ste. 1050
New Orleans, LA 70114
New Orleans USCG Clinie TSC
BU ST are onltine, Barksdale AFB TSC 13800 Old Gentilly Blvd., Rm. 322

military-friendly courses that help 243 Curtiss Road, Ste. 100 Mew Orleans, LA 70129
you earn your Bachelor Degree in no L Barksdale AFB, LA .
timel Plus, use your Military TA and

no costs, o
e ATTENTION:
FIREE MEDICAL, DENTAL AND PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT STUDENTS!!!

LAFTOP AMEDD Student Recruiter (AS) is a new program that allows medical and
il e dental students to be put on ADOS orders as a second lievtenant for three
[ years as they attend medical, dental or physician assistant school. The only
— nﬂ?‘iﬁnn is tnuassisl in nﬁeicnﬁﬁng other 5tﬂl.;]dent51mn the Louisiana National
. G . Currently, second lieutenant monthly base pay is $2,555.70, with less
wamwﬂ o than two years of service. If you are interested in taking advantage of this

wowew. deuniv.com ., i [\gm.t opportunity please contact an AMEDD Recruiter at (318) 640-9585. _;I
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Can’t make the drive?

/ ,
Skl aafes.com

-

Shop aafes.com and enjoy
the convenience and the savingsl
For over o century AAFES has delivered only
the bes! quality products and services ot compsatilively
low prices o America's Armed Forces and mililory fomibies,
Just a dick away you will find thousands of ilems ocross
all major categories, inchuding loday's popular brands.

You'll also find: ® Super Daily Specials
'prﬂmummﬂuim ive discounts
Ihflddym&sg:p-mwhu, ich save you even more

. * Advertisi ials * Clearance items
MmMnﬁm :qﬂspﬁ:rmr\dmml

-
T

.:'i.."'.' ' _.'_:-,

i i i

We're availoble 24 hours o day, 7 days o week.
No matter where you go in the world, just o click away!
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SGT Kenrick Cormier
MeNeese State University
#87 Defensive End J
Louisiana National {iu;::'[ir;:l'.u:l
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1-800-GO GUARD




