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Members of the Louisiana Air National Guard's 159th Security Forces Squadron, 159th Fighter Wing, conduct weapons qualification on the M-240 machine gun at Camp Beauregard. The 
M-240 has been used by the U.S. military since the mid-1980s, and despite being a heavier model machine gun, is highly regarded for its reliability during extreme conditions. 

By Tech. Sgt. Sienna M. Schehr 
1 59th Fighter Wing Unit 
Public Affairs Representative 

More than 50 members of the 159th 
Security Forces Squadron participated 
in a weeklong, action-packed annual 
training exercise at Camp Beauregard 
in Pineville, July 11-15, allowing the 
Airmen to practice their primary expe
ditionary duties. 

"My goal was to complete primary 
requirements without any distractions," 
said Maj. Sean F. Conroy, commander 
of the 159th SFS, 159th Fighter Wing. 
"It was great to come up here and 
utilize the range for heavy and small 
arms training and land navigation
just some of the things we are unable 
to do back in New Orleans." 

Training included weapons training, 
battle drills, dismounted combat patrols, 

Tech. Sgt. Daniel Jeandron of the Louisiana Air National Guard's 159th Security Forces Squadron, 159th Fighter Wing, 
instructs Maj. Sean Conroy, 159th SFS commander, on the M·203 grenade launcher during heavy weapons qualifications at 
Camp Beauregard, in Pineville, July 13, 2011. The M-203 grenade launcher was intended to be used as close fire suppott for 
point and group area targets. Pholos: Master Sgt. Daniel P. F81Tf1H, 159th Fighter Wmg Public Affairs 0t11ce 
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land navigation skills and other small 
unit tactics. The Airmen also qualified 
on several weapons, induding the M4 
carbine, M-9 Beretta 92FS, M-2408 
automatic machine gun, M-249 squad 
automatic weapon and the M-203 
grenade launcher. 

MThis is my first annual training, and 
it was a great experience overall," said 
Airman 1st Class Mark Lier, a Metairie 
native. MThe instructors were very 
knowledgeable and thorough; they 
not only knew their specialty but every 
aspect of Security Forces as a whole." 

The 159th SFS mission is to provide 
base security and air base ground defense 
beyond the limits of the base perimeter. 
They must be prepared for any internal or 
external threats that may arise. 

"The training couldn't get any better 
than this," said Staff Sgt. Jonas J. 
Johnnie, 159th SFS fire team leader from 
Lafayette. 

The week ended with a field training 
exercise-a combat patrol in the summer 
heat to a simulated enemy compound
which required the use of their week's 
tactical training. 

"Our Airmen performed flawlessly and 
demonstrated a high degree of motivation, 
enthusiasm, and unit esprit de corps which 
had a profound impact on making this 

Louisiana National Guardsman Airman 
1st Class MarX Lier of the 159th Security 
Forces Squadron, 159th Fighter Wtng, 
fires the M-2~ machine gun during 
heavy weapons qualifications at Camp 
Beauregard, in Pineville, July 13, 2011. 

annual training a resounding success!" 
said Master Sgt. Milton N. Ramirez of 
Kenner, operations noncommissioned 
officer in charge for the 159th SFS. • 

There's never been a better time to join Navy Federal! 
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For about $6.50*, 
you could buy any nutnber of things ... 

... or, you could provide your family 
with a benefit of lasting value. 

With MBA-sponsored Group Term 90 insurance, you can purchase up to $500,000 of competitively-priced 

coverage that you can take with you when you leave the military. To learn more about this life insurance 

and other MBA benefit programs, visit our website: 

www.militarybenefit.org/8 
or call our toll-free number 1-800-336-0100 

. ,.,,,. "'' -•hlyp~;om £o.-$100,000of IF\\\\ MBA -•g<f~ooo-<ob~o=,.."~"""" ~~ ~--
facebook.com/MilitaryBenefit 

twit:~ at" 
twitter.com/militarybenefit 

Helping you answer every call of duty. 
Life Insurance underwritten by Government Personnel Mutual Life Insurance Company. 2211 N.E. Loop 410, San Antonio. TX 78217. 

800-938-4716 www.gpmlife.com. Policy Number GPO!. Not available in all states. 
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REIII=~~~~~===~~ 
LQulllal•fiJr National Wllh the radar now transmitting, the 

259lh can monitor aw traffic 60 niles 
around the Alexandria lntemational ~r
port. On average, 35 percent of the air 
tramc at AEX is from military operations 
- roughly 22,000 operations yearly. 

"Hopefully, this system will increase 
those nt.l11bers,• said Pat Thompson, air 
traffic manager at AEX. "This capability 
of the radar correlates with the needs of 
the flying community; we hope they will 
come here to fly those approaches. The 
feedback we got from the flying commu
nity is upbeat. They are looking forward 
to using our services.· 

The precision and airport surveillance 
radar approaches give real-time training 
to the 2591h's controllers, something 
that could only be obtained by traveling 
out of state for up to 18 months worth 

LDuiliene Air Nllionll Gctantanwl Senicl' ....,., ~. 
Neilan Louque tom PbMJe, fader IRIIillerJ&a 
supeMu, rvtited in September""' 40 )'MIS of aeM:e. 
LJJuque said SHing the gtfMJitd conlml apptOW;h fdy 
fnely Of*lllionfi1118811S he tfllnd. happy man. 



of schooling. The National Guard Bureau 
will give the final certification to train new 
air traffic controllers this fall. 

"We had to send all of our radar con
trollers to other places," said Master 
Sgt. Trent Taylor, radar controller from 
Chalmette. 

When England Air Force Base closed 
in 1992, Fort Polk assumed control of 
radar for central louisiana. Now with the 
radar up and running, Thompson said the 
Airmen are able to train on live tracking 
and provide a service to military air traffic. 

"Basically [radar] is half the squadron's 
ATC ability. Now we are able to train half 
our controllers with live tracking. It creates 
a better Airman," said Thompson. "(The 
radar capability] provides a location for 
military pilots to accomplish their training 
without needing to go elsewhere.· 

Jon Grafton, executive director of 
England Airpark, said it was a little more 
than 14 years ago that the louisiana Air 
National Guard and the England Author
ity partnered to bring the 259th to AEX. 

"The precision approach radar becom
ing active at AEX Is a major milestone in 
the redevelopment of England Airpark 
and Alexandria International Airport," he 
said via email. 

"The relationship has been a resound
ing success. We have been honored 
to play a small part in the success of 
the 259th," continued Grafton. " ... This 
operational capability at AEX continues 
to broaden the airport's training and 
operational role with the military aviation 
community. The pilots and controllers of 
the 259th can now exercise and train on 
a vital piece of equipment that has real
world impact." 

In addition to the controllers, a group 
of seven highly skilled Airmen are needed 
to keep the radar operating at its peak. 
Preventive maintenance takes an average 
of 60 hours a week - but the radar began 
in the experienced hands of Senior 
Master Sgt. Nathan Louque of Pineville. 

Louque retired from the Air Guard in 
September with 40 years of service, as 
he hit his 60th birthday. 

"It was one of my goals to see this 
happen. Now I can go out a happy man," 
said Louque. 

Louque is the current radar mainte
nance supervisor and, according to the 
259th chief of maintenance, has been 

instrumental in accomplishing the 
years-long process of getting the radar 
installed and transmitting. 

'When you are in the middle of 
something very big, some people show 
themselves to be indispensable, • said 
Senior Master Sgt. Randal Marino of 
Pineville. "Senior Master Sgt. Louque 
was one of them ... he's the special guy 
on the team." 

In the early morning hours of Aug. 
10, as the radar was turned on for busi
ness for the first time, the entire squad
ron breathed a collective sigh of relief. 

"We kept fighting toward the end. 
We had so many obstacles that popped 
up that were out of our control," said 
Thompson. "Nine months ago things 
started falling into place. It raised the 
entire feeling of the squadron." • 

LouisiansAir NationtJ4 GU8Il1sm8n Master Sgt. Tntnt 18yb; ~ r/Chalmelte, opet&te81he pt8Cision apptOBCh radar 
while Senior Aiman WJiam PNtr;e fi Bunlde, opetlltes lhe BiJporl SUIY8iiJance radar at Alexsndtia lntemational Mpat. 
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Guardsmen take MAC V Regional Championship 
Story and photos by 1st Lt. Angela K. Fry, Louisiana Marksmanship Team Public Affairs Representative 

The Louisiana National Guard marksmanship team 
'gunned down' the competition at the annual MAC V Regional 
Marksmanship Championship in Hastings, Neb., taking the 
overall team championship and various team and individual 
honors, Aug. 19-21. 

The competition, precursor to the Winston P. Wilson 
National Marksmanship Championship in Little Rock, Ark., 
featured 23 teams and 110 shooters from nine states, includ
ing marksmanship powerhouses Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, 
Missouri and Iowa. 

State marksmanship team coordinator, 1st Sgt. Tommy 
McGee, expressed his pride in the marksmanship program's 
showing at the competition in both individual and team 
accomplishments. 

"Half of the troops in this program were deployed to Iraq 
with the 256th Infantry Brigade Combat Team in 2010 and 
have been unable to compete in more than a year and a half," 
McGee said, a distinguished marksman and a member of the 
All Guard team. "That includes three of the four members of 
Team Cajun." 

Named Team Cajun, Team A took the overall team pistol, rifle 
and combined arms championship with team members McGee 
of Bastrop, Staff Sgt. Steve Moore of Bastrop, Staff Sgt. Nathan 
LaCombe of Alexandria and Staff Sgt. Joseph Noe of Little Rock, 
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Ark. McGee, LaCombe and Noe are all members of the 199th 
Brigade Support Battalion, and Moore is a member of Joint 
Forces Headquarters. 

Along with top team honors, Noe won the overall individual 
marksmanship competition, also finishing first in the excellence-

The Louisi8fla National Guard's Team Cajun poses with their numerous trophies and 
medals after the awards ceremony for the annual MAC V Regional Marl<smanship 
Competition in Hastings, Neb., Aug. 1g·21, 2011. From left, Staff Sgt. Joseph Nee ofUttle 
Rock, Arl<., Staff Sgt. Nathan LaCombe of Alexandria, Staff Sgt. Steve Moore of Bastrop, 
and 1st Sgt. Tommy McGee of Bastrop. 



The Louisiana National Guard's Team Choot-em, races to 
their next point of fire during the combat arms three-gun 
match. The team finished third overall in the combat arms 
rundown match. Team B members are Staff Sgt. Joseph 
David of Polt Barre, with the 199th Brigade Suppolt Battalion; 
Staff Sgt. Jamie Eppinette of Bastrop, with the 528th 
Engineer Battalion; Sgt. Michael Milstead of Bastrop, with the 
528th; Staff Sgt. Marl< Hutcheson of Bossier City, with the 2nd 
Squadron, 108th Cavalry Regiment. 

in-combat pistol and overall individual pistol 
championships. McGee finished second in 
the overall individual championship and 
first in the overall rifle competition. 

LaCombe finished first in the over
all individual novice championship, also 
finishing first in the novice combat pistol 
barricade match. Novice shooter Sgt. 
Chris Clark of Alexandria, member of the 
528th Engineer Battalion, exploded onto 
the marksmanship scene as an individual 
shooter by taking first place honors in the 
novice close quarter combat and 500-yard 
feedback matches. 

Noe, McGee and Staff Sgt. Jamie 
Eppinette of Bastrop, a member of the 
528th, represent Louisiana on the 2011 
All Guard Team. The shooters from Team 
Cajun will also represent the National 
Guard in the All Army competition in 
Apri12012. • 

HELP US GET 10,000 
FANS ON FACEBOOK 

. +IB 
= 10,000 

www.facebook.com/GealJxGuard 

• Eco-friendly, low VOC's, powerful, user-friendly, cost-effective 
• Certified to Boeing D6-17 486, McDonnell Douglas CSD # 1 
• EPA 40 CFR 796.3100, ASTM 1435 RWC 
• Products in stock and available through the DLA stock system 

Aero-Green 4015 Concentrated 
Aircraft Exterior Cleaner 
NSN's (National Stock Numbers} 
685()..()1-373-5865 55-Gallon Drum 
685()..()1-426-6682 5-Gallon Pail 
To see lhe ~ lne of Aero-Green Aircraft 
and Military cleaning producls, visit our website. 

Aero-Green 4065 Ready To 
Use Aircraft Exterior Cleaner 
NSN's (National Stock Numbers) 
685()..()1-434-6555 55-Gallon Drum 
685()..()1-434-6556 6-1 Gallon Case 
685()..()1-434-6553 5-Gallon Pail 
685()..()1-434-6557 12-32 Oz qts 

~LITE] Manufactured by Hi-Lite 
, . .~ Solutions (CAGE Code 00805) 
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0 DELTA DENTAL 

TRI CARE Retiree 
Dental Program 
Available for Retired Guard/Reserve members-regardless of age!* 

The TRICARE Retiree Dental Program offers retired members of the National 
Guard and Reserve components great benefits and features like: 

• An expansive nationwide network of dentists for maximum cost 
savings and program value 

• Affordable rates, low deductibles and generous maximums 
• An opportunity to skip the waiting period by enrolling within four 

months after transferring to Retired Reserve status!* 

Visit us online to learn more about this valuable dental benefits program 
available to all Uniformed Services retirees-including "gray·area" retired 
Reserve & Guard members•, too! 

·~ cf lletired lie serve status requir~.fl 

trdp.org 866-471-8949 
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Staff Sgt. Eric Uttle of Jonesville releases water from an XM-
1098 semi-trailer water dispensing tank that carries 5, 000 
gallons of water in Vidalia, Aug. 25, 2011. The Louisiana 
National Guard quickly responded to the Governors Office 
of Homeland Security's call for assistance for Femday 
a; providing 28 M-149 water trailers-water buffaloes-

for citizens to use until the warsf,....,.ll' 
IIIIIIIIMmn.lfs resolved. 

The Louisiana National G.uard sent 28 M·149 water 
trailers-"water buffaloes"-and two 5,000-gallon XM-1098 
semi-trailer water dispensing tanks to Ferriday in August to 
alleviate water shortages the city experienced. 

"When you run out of water, you run out of patience," 
said Morris White, Concordia Parish Emergency Operations 
Center director. "I'm just glad to see you.· 

White has seen numerous water shortages during the more 
than 30 years he has been on the job. He said the partnership 
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between the Governor's Office of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness and the Louisiana National Guard 
allows for a quick response during those times of need. 

"I've been here 30 years with emergency planning. It comes 
down to the Office of Homeland Security and the military, and 
they always work well together," said White. "The state of 
Louisiana is very fortunate ... one washes the other's hands." 

Col. Jonathan T. Ball, officer in charge of the mission, said 
he enjoys helping his state. 



uAnytime we can support our local community ... that is what 
the Louisiana National Guard is all about- neighbors helping 
neighbors," said Ball who served as the 256th Infantry Brigade 
Combat Team commander during the recent deployment to Iraq. 
uBeing able to help our neighbors gives me a great sense of 
personal and professional pride.w 

The water buffaloes came from units from the 225th Engineer 
Brigade, 256th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, and the 1 084th 
Transportation Company. • 

MFA can pay up to $10,000 
for one claim per active-duty 
order in a 1 2-month period. 

The Military Family Assistance 
Fund (MFA) helps members of 
louisiana National Guard and 

louisiana Military Reserves and 
their families cope with financial 
hardships they may encounter 

when they are placed on 
active-duty status. 

MFA is funded by private 
donations from individuals 

and corporations. All donations 
are tax-deductible. 

For more information 
about applying for funds 
or donating to the MFA 

calll-877-GEAUX-VA 
or go to www.vetaHairs.la.gov 

I I IVA 
LOUUNANA DEPAATM ENT OF VETERANS A~~AI"8 
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Drug Demand Reduction program reache!i students, communitie& 

The Drug Demand Reduction program, which is part of the 
Counterdrug Task Force, received the prestigious Bronze Key 
award from the Council on Alcohol and Drug Abuse for Greater 
New Orleans at Harrah's Hotel in New Orleans, April15. 

'We work in coordination with many different agencies, and 
on our own, to both reduce the supply of illegal drugs and to 
educate people to reduce the demand for them," said Lt. Col. 
Michael C. Schindler II, director of the LANG Counterdrug 
Task Force, who accepted the award, the highest recognition 
presented by local agencies. 
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The Bronze Key is a national recognition award bestowed 
by the National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence 
and its local affiliates to honor individuals or organizations for 
their outstanding contributions to the f.eld. · 

The award is an example of the work DDR is doing in Loui
siana's communities. Recently, DDR started work on a oow 
coalition in Greater New Orteans. 

DDR coalitions leverage unique military capabilities to 
increase awareness, to inspire motivation and to provide 
leadership and guidance In calling for and supporting the 



Prevention, Trea~rnen~ 
and Du~reach 

The Prevention, Treatment, and Outreach or PTO program was launched in 2007 
with 12 pilot states, Louisiana being one of them. Since then, the program has grown 
to 28 states. 

The mission is to provide prevention training, outreach to military families and 
treatment resources to LANG service members in an effort to increase military disci
pline, individual performance and combat readiness. 

Tech Sgt. Larissa Lambert, state coordinator for the LANG, said more than 1 00 
Soldiers and Airmen dealing with either UA positives or self-referrals for substance 
abuse issues have received help. 

"The PTO program provides an opportunity for Guardsmen to seek help for 
issues dealing with substance abuse, mental health and any other stressor while 
increasing safety, morale, quality of life and overall unit readiness," said Lambert. • 

Members of 8rs(ne Middle 
School mwigslt lin ob8tacle 

by the Louisisna NBiionaJ 
Counter DNg Task 

at the ropes course 81 
8eBUtega«/ In Pineville, 

qo11. 
P.bolo: ~· Rebtl!4h Alllone 

Criminal 
Analy•l:!i 

In FY11, the LANG COTF 
helped law enforcement agen
cies confiscate more than 7,000 
pounds of drugs, $1.7 million in 
currency and more than 5,856 
marijuana plants. As a byprod
uct of assisting with confisca
tion of the drugs and money, 
more than 1,160 weapons were 
removed from the street. In all, 
the seizure of drugs, currency, 
weapons, vehides and prop
erty during fiscal year 2011 was 
valued at nearly $10 million. • 

The LANG's COTF sup
ported 31 federal, state and 
local law enforcement agencies 
at 35 locations. • 

commitment of America's youth to be drug-free. 
The coalition acts as a force multiplier for existing commu

nity prevention efforts by facilitating collaborative partnerships 
with community-based substance abuse prevention/treatment 
agencies and military families 

of our citizens,· said E. Seton Jenkins, the member of the 
steering committee for the Greater New Orteans DDR. 

"The role of the National Drug Counter Drug Force has 
been Indispensable In assisting the Greater New Orteans 
Drug Demand Reduction Coalition in its community-driven, 
strategic response to the escalating substance abuse and 
HUclt drug problem that is threatening the safety and welfare 

Drug Demand Reduction Administrator Maj. Donna Jones 
has worked closely with the coalition to provide a framework 
to provide evidence based interventions using the pillars of 
prevention, treatment and enforcement. 

·Major Jones has played a tremendous role in assisting us 
in realizing community wellness and safety from an outcome
based perspective that is sustainable, culturally responsive 
and adaptable to change," said Jenkins. • 
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LAI\16 helicop~er!l receive 
high-~ech upgrade• 

Nearly every day, LANG helicopters fly the Louisiana skies 
supporting local, state and federal law enforcement agencies. 

Over the last fiscal year, nearly 700 flight hours were flown 
in support of the LEAs for vehicle observation, photo reconnais
sance, indoor grows and search warrants. 

This fall the LANG received two upgraded UH-72 Lakota 
helicopters with the Security and Support Mission Equipment 
Package designed to better support law enforcement and assist 
during state responses. 

Louisiana is one of the first of four states to receive this pack
age. 

"These capabilities can be used for search and rescues, state 
emergencies, hurricanes and as a tool to execute the homeland 
defense mission in concurrence with the counterdrug mission," 
said Lt. Col. Dallas Jones, deputy commander of the CDTF. 

The package includes an L3-Wescam MX-15i elec~ro-optical 
and infrared sensor and laser pointer; Luminator LS-16 search
light; LCX MG-100 moving map; two 10.4-inch cockpit and one 
15-inch cabin Skyquest screens; recording capabilities; SNC 
Tactilink-Eagle Downlink; dual Wulfsberg Digital RT-5000 and 
hoist and rear operator station. 

During a buy-bust drug operation run by the New Orleans 
Police Department, Oct. 26-27, the Louisiana National Guard's 
Counterdrug Task Force aided law enforcement with top cover 
in a newly outfitted helicoptel'. 

"The improved optics means the pilots can be up 
to five miles away from what they are looking at. 
They can't hear me or see me," Jones added. 

Chief Warrant OffiCer 4 Eric Feazell, of 
Pineville, was one of eight pilots on the panel that 
gave the National Guard Bureau recommendations 
for the upgraded equipment three years ago. • 
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.. The spotlight boosts 13~ million 
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Louisiana National Guardsmen Ch1ef Warrant Officer 4 Enc Feazell, right, of Pineville, and 
Chief Warrant Officer 2 Cody Davis of Troga, fly a UH-72 Lakota helicopter during a buy
bust drug operation run by the New Orleans Police Depaltment, Oct. 26-27, 2011. 
Pfloto: Sgt. Rebekah Mab1ll 

He said the combination of air time, speed, camera zoom, 
ability to identify people and vehicles, and displays with moving 
maps of the street the pilots and agents are looking at in real 
time are all significant improvements. 

During the second day of the operation, the pilots used the 
helicopter's camera to video the suspect hiding drugs behind 
a house. They were then able to relay the information to the 
ground agents, who then found the evidence. 

"If it wasn't for the aircraft keeping eyes on the target, the 
ground team would have never known where the stash was,~ 
said Feazell. • 
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AERIAL 
LANG baiUes nres in New Orleans, Caddo Parish 
Photos Master Sgt. TOOy M Ve/8die 

At the direction of the governor, the L4NG 
assisted the city of New Orleans and Caddo Parish 
with aerial firefighting in September. The L4NG 
worked in cooperation with the Governor's Office of 
Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness, 
that coordinated efforts with other state agencies to 
ensure the safety of citizens. 

The L4NG used up to nine helicopters to carry 
helibuckets, large buckets suspended by a cable 
used to carry water for aerial firefighting. More than 
1.5 million gallons of water was dropped on the fires 
In ana sou1h Louisiana. 





By Rhett Breerwood, Historian 

During the historic Battle of New Orleans, the final battle of 
the War of 1812, Louisiana's citizens came together from all 
walks of life to defend the state from the invading British force. 
The winter of 1814-1815 was the last time that a foreign power 
attempted to occupy American soil, and the Louisiana militia, 
the forebear of today's Louisiana National Guard, played a 
significant role in repelling that invasion. 

Initially caused by British violation of American maritime 
rights, the conflict remained unresolved by the fall of 1814, 
with no clear advantage on either side. The British decided 
to make a move for control of the Mississippi River by captur
ing New Orleans. President Madison asked Gov. Claiborne to 
ready the Louisiana militia to support Gen. Andrew Jackson 
and his regular Army troops in the fight for the vital waterway. 

Claiborne had recently reorganized the Louisiana militia 
after he acquired the territory north of Lake Ponchartrain 

18 ~ Pelican Dispatch I Fall2011 

just before achieving statehood-the two divisions consisted 
of troops from very different backgrounds. French-speaking 
Creoles from New Orleans and Acadians from the swamps of 
South Louisiana prepared to fight alongside Germans from St. 
Charles and St. John parishes, as well as Spanish-speaking 
lslenos from their scattered settlements and Americans from 
the north shore of Lake Ponchartrain. Regiments from the 
central and northern parishes were also at the ready. 

Down river from the city, the British occupied the home of 
Maj. Gen. Jacques Villere, commanderofthe 1st Divisionofthe 
Louisiana Militia, and made it their headquarters. Viii ere himself 
evaded capture. The Americans set up their position 
along the Rodriguez Canal, next to the Chalmette Plan
tation. Various Louisiana units were positioned along 
the front of Jackson's defense, on the west bank of the 
river and to the rear as a reserve force. Two battalions 

From Ubf8ty ol Coogt.ss 
Kun and Allison, 111110 



consisting of free men of color, Daquin's The British soon left the Gulf of Mexico, American troops and Louisiana Citizen
battalion and Lacoste's battalion, and the war was over. Despite the fact Soldiers left no doubt of the young 
were positioned on Jackson's main that a peace treaty was signed in Europe republic's intent to protect and control 
line. They shared the battlefield with before the battle even took place, the Gulf of Mexico and the Mississippi 
American regulars, Choctaw Indians, Jackson and his diverse assembly of River. • 
Jean Lafitte's Baratarian privateers, and 
volunteers from Tennessee, Kentucky, 
and Mississippi. 

On Jan. 8, 1815, this gumbo of 
fighting men faced battle-tested British 
troops, seasoned by the Napoleonic 
wars. The British confidence did not 
last. The Orleans Rifle Company, led 
by Capt. Thomas Beale, played a major 
role in turning back a nearly successful 
push by enemy forces on the river side of 
the battlefield. The American defenders 
routed the British at Chalmette within a 
short time. British casualties numbered 
over 2,000, including the death of their 
commander, Gen. Packenham. American 
casualties that day were fewer than 100. 
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t aa•TH TRRNiiiPDRTATIDN 
CDMPftNY DI!PLDYS. 
MRRK!I 9/1 1 RNNIVERSARY 
By LANG Public Affairs Office 

PINEVILLE 
Marking the tenth anniversary of 9/11, 

the Louisiana National Guard, families 
and friends bid farewell to approximately 
170 Soldiers of the 1086th Transportation 
Company during a deployment ceremony 
at Louisiana College in Pineville, Sept. 11. 

Gov. Bobby Jindal said. "Today, we send 
the 1 086th Company off to Afghanistan. 
We send you off because you make up the 
most formidable weapon on the face of the 
earth - the will of a free people devoted to 
protecting and defending freedom at any 
cost. That is why we are here to honor and 
send off a willing and free group of people 
who have willingly become the frontline 
defenders of freedom." 

The unit, based out of Bunkie with 
detachments in Vidalia and Ville Platte, 
will deploy to Afghanistan in support 
of Operation Enduring Freedom. Its 
combat mission is to provide transporta
tion and combat support to units within 
its assigned area of operations through 

maneuver and mobility, and perform 
\ other missions as assigned. 
•1 "Since 9/11, the Louisiana 
· National Guard has continuously 

had Soldiers deployed around 
this state and across the globe,~ 

said Maj. Gen. Bennett C. Landreneau, 
adjutant general of the LANG. "This 

deployment is an important reminder to us 
all, of our nation's fight against global ter
rorism on this 10-year anniversary of the 
attacks against our country." 

Over the years, the 1086th has pro
vided support during Operation Noble 
Eagle and Operation Iraqi Freedom, and 
disaster relief for Hurricanes Katrina. Rita, 
Gustav and Ike. Additionally, Soldiers from 
the 1 086th supported state efforts for the 
Deep Water Horizon Oil Spill, Task Force 
Bon Voizen in Haiti and again recently for 
Operation River Guardian. 

"It is my honor to lead these Soldiers 
on the mission and to represent the state 
of Louisiana," said Capt. Michael Stevens, 
1086th commander. "However, we could 
not do this without the unfailing love and 
support from the families and friends that 
remain here.· 

The 1086th departed for Fort Hood, 
Texas, for two months of pre-mobilization 
training following the ceremony. • 

The Louisiana National Guard, families and friends bid farewell to approximately 170 Soldiers of the 1086th Transportation 
Company during a deployment ceremony at Louisiana College in Pineville, Sept. 11, 2011. PnotlY Sgt Rebekah Malone 
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LOUISiana National Guardsman Officer candidate Tawney 
Tallo, executive director of Operation Homefront Louisiana, 
walks with her husband, Lt. Col. Vincent Talio, during the 
Louisiana Freedom Walk at Audubon Park. 
Pnoto: Plr;. Joshue L Bemett, 241st Mobile Public Alfllilll Delschment 

!iOLDII!R!I. COMMUNITY 
CDMMEMDRATI! 9/1 t WITH 
FREEDOM WALK 
By Pfc. Joshua L. Barnett 
241st Mobile Public Affairs Detachment 

NEW ORLEANS 
Soldiers with the Louisiana Army 

National Guard participated in the Louisiana 
Freedom Walk, Sept. 11, at Audubon Park 
in New Orleans to commemorate the 1Oth 
anniversary of 9/11. 

The 1.9-mile trek around Audubon 
Park, sponsored by Operation Homefront 
Louisiana, raised awareness of the orga
nization's efforts to support veterans and 
service members. 

Participating in the event were Soldiers 
from 1-141st Field Artillery Battalion as 
well as officer candidates from Officer 
Candidate School, Class 52. 

•The whole gist behind the event is 
for the memory of 9/11 - to support our 
first responders, military and veterans. lfs 
almost like another Memorial Day," said 
1st Lt. Anthony La Nasa of Bravo Battery, 
1-141st FA. 

Each of the approximately 20 candi
dates carried a 30-pound rucksack and 
took a second lap around the park after 
everyone else was done. The candi
dates are slated to graduate as second 
lieutenants in August 2012. 

The event was organized by Tawney 
Tallo, executive director of Operation 
Homefront Louisiana. Operation Home
front provides emergency financial and 
other assistance to the families of service 
members and wounded warriors. Exam
ples of the services they offer include 
donations of food, furniture and household 
goods; transitional housing for wounded 
warriors; and help with emergencies such 
as unexpected car and home repairs. 

Tallo is also an officer candidate in OCS. 

----

' 



She was motivated to join the National 
Guard through a sense of personal duty. 

"My dad raised us to not ever take our 
freedom for granted, and I just felt like I 
was never doing enough," said Tallo. • 

LRNG GI!NI!RRL 
DPPICI!R RI!TIRI!S 
By Sgt. Robin C. Perry, 
LANG Public Affairs Office 

NEWDRLERNS 
Army Maj. Gen. John P. Basilica Jr. of 

Baton Rouge said farewell to the Louisiana 
National Guard and 33 years of military ser
vice during a retirement ceremony, Sept. 
9, at Jackson Barracks in New Orleans. 

"John is a great American, a true patriot, 
a warrior and a friend," said Maj. Gen. 
Bennett C. Landreneau, adjutant general 
of the LANG. "Throughout his career, he 
accomplished the mission at hand while 
always putting the needs of Soldiers and 
Airmen atthe forefront. His motivating factor 
was to improve readiness and the quality 
of life for those under his command." 

Commissioned in 1978, Basilica has 
served in numerous commands in the 
active Army, Reserve and National Guard, 
most recently as the commander of Opera
tional Command Post#1 at U.S. Army North 
(5th U.S. Army), Fort Sam Houston, San 
Antonio, Texas. In 2004, Basilica com
manded the 256th Infantry Brigade Combat 
Team while mobilized for 18 months in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

"I am grateful especially for my family's 
unqualified support for my career," Basilica 
said during his address, noting that the day's 
emotions were that of gratitude and pride. 

At the ceremony, Basilica was awarded 
the Louisiana Distinguished Service Medal, 
the Certificate of Retirement from Armed 
Forces, the Certificate of Appreciation from 
the president of the United States, the 
Minuteman Plaque and the ceremonial knife. • 

Maj. Gen. Bennett C. Landreneau, adjutant general of the 
Louisiana National Guard, presents the Minuteman Award 
to Anny Maj. Gen. John P. Basilica Jr. for his 33 years of 
outstanding service to the Anny and the Guard. 
PlroW: Master Sgt. Toby M. lmladie, LANG PubHcAHaits Ollice 

LR GURRD RESPONDS 
TD HURRICRNE IRENE 
By Louisiana National Guard 
Public Affairs Office 

PINEVILLE 
Under the authority of Gov. Bobby 

Jindal, the Louisiana National Guard 
forward deployed eight Guardsmen and 
two UH-60 Black Hawks with hoist capa
bility as part of a National Guard force 
package, to respond to Hurricane Irene. 

Staged in South Carolina, the LANG 
Guardsmen were prepared to respond 
as part of an emergency response 
package assisting civil authorities in 
any storm impacted areas along the 
East Coast, with priority missions being 
search and rescue. 

The Black Hawks departed from 
Louisiana and arrived at McEntire 
Joint National Guard Base in Eastover, 
S.C., Aug. 26. The Black Hawks were 
from the 1st Battalion, 244th Aviation 
Regiment out of Hammond, La., and 
from F Company, 2nd Battalion, 135th 
General Support Aviation in Pineville. • 

LA RIR NRTIDNRL GURRD 
HDNDRS LDCRL CHEF 
By 159th Fighter Wing 
Public Affairs Office 

NEWDRLERNS 

Chef John Besh, 122nd Fighter Squadron honotaJy 
commandet"r and U. Col. Jeffrey Samuel, 122nd FS 
commander, stand in front of a Louisiana Air National Guard 
F-15 Eagle before a familiarization Right, Sept. 10, 2011, at 
Naval Air Station, Joint Reserve Base New Orleans. 
Plloto: StalfSgt Jelfr8y T. Barorle. 15911! Fig/Jtef Wi1g PrMtA/frirs Olb 

The Louisiana National Guard's 
122nd Fighter Squadron, 159th Fighter 
Wing, recognized Chef John Bash as 
their honorary commander by demon
strating the capabilities of the Louisiana 
Air National Guard and specifically the 
F-15 aircraft. 

Besh is a nationally renowned chef, 
an active community leader and, as a 
former United States Marine, a dedicated 

advocate of emergency responders and 
veterans. He was named 122nd FS honor
ary commander because of his contribu
tions to the city and its culture, as well as 
his strong support of the 159th Fighter Wing 
and the Louisiana National Guard. 

The Honorary Commander program is 
designed to increase the understanding of 
the 159th Fighter Wing and Louisiana Air 
National Guard missions by pairing com
munity leaders with the wing's leaders to 
forge new relationships in order to posi
tively promote the organization. • 

LR GURRD aR .. DURTI!S NEW 
CLRSS DP DPPICI!RS 
By LANG Public Affairs Office 

BALL 
The Louisiana National Guard's 199th 

Leadership Regiment held a graduation 
ceremony to commission 33 new officers 
Aug. 27 at Tioga High School in Ball. 

Louisiana's officer candidate school is 
designed to commission the future leaders 
of the Army National Guard. 

On Aug. 3, the 199th Leadership Regi
ment was awarded the highest accredi
tation level possible by the Training and 
Doctrine Command. This honor exempli
fies the school's achievement of exceed
ing the standards of strong doctrine, orga
nization, training, material, leadership and 
education, personnel and facilities. 

The 199th Leadership Regiment has 
conducted an OCS program since July 
1960. Since graduating the first class in 
August 1961, 1 ,523 second lieutenants had 
been commissioned as of March 2011. 

Officer candidates may either attend the 
"traditional" officer candidate school one 
weekend a month and two annual training 
sessions over a period of 18 months, or 
attend the full-time, eight-week "acceler
ated" course. • 

Gold second lieutenant bars are pinned on the shoulders 
of Simon Tresch by his fiancee, Amanda Zapata, and 
his brother, Capt. Andrew Tresch, at T10ga High School 
in Ball, Aug. 27, 2011. Photo: Sgt. RebeluJh Malone, Louisilfflll 

NlllionBI Guard Public Affairs Otfice 
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Maj. Gen. Bennett C. Landreneau, the Louisiana 
National Guard's adjutant general, leads the ground
breaking ceremony, Sept. 7, for the new Armed Forces 
Reserve Center being buin at Camp Minden. Photo: Sgt. 

Robin Perry. Louisillnll NBiiomJI Gulfllf Public Atr8its otlice 

CAMP MINDEN BREAKS 
GROUND ON RFRC 
By Sgt. Robin Perry, Louisiana National 
Guard Public Affairs Office 

MINDEN 
Louisiana National Guard Soldiers, 

Airmen, and local community leaders 
gathered at a ground-breaking ceremony 
for Camp Minden's new $19 million 
Armed Forces Reserve Center, Sept. 7, 
which is the first LANG AFRC in north 
Louisiana. 

"Today is about partnership . . . part
nership and a testament to the great 
things that can happen when people and 
organizations work together," said Maj. 
Gen. Bennett C. Landreneau, adjutant 
general for the LANG. "The success of 
the National Guard hinges on the strength 
of its relationship with the community 
and with other armed services as well." 

Th 90,000-square-foot center will 
serve as consolidated headquarters for 
units already located at Camp Minden, 
totaling more than 430 Soldiers and 
Airmen, including the 1083rd Transpor
tation Company, the 39th Military Police 
Company and the 122nd Air Support 
Operations Squadron. 

As Minden Mayor Bill Robertson 
pointed out, Camp Minden and its lead
ership have been recognized by the 
Minden-South Webster Parish Chamber 
of Commerce numerous times for their 
community involvement and economic 

impact on the surrounding towns. 
"It's great to get this new facility," 

Robertson said. "It adds to the area's 
economy by bringing more people in. 
The continued growth of Camp Minden 
promises even more economic expan
sion in the future for our community." 

"This facility will allow our two sister 
services to work together in very much 
the same manner as we do during emer
gency operations and the overseas warf
ight," Landreneau said, pointing out the 
importance of the close working environ
ment the new center will foster among 
the LANG's two branches-Army Guard 
and Air Guard. 

Taking 18 months to complete, the 
facility is designed to comply with the 
Leadership in Energy and Environmen
tal Design-LEED- Silver rating system, 
using energy management systems with 
automated HVAC controls and efficient 
on-demand water use systems. • 

Members of the 1084th Transportation Company 
stand in formation with other first responders from the 
local community, Sept. 11, 2011, to honor all heroes 
throughout the U.S. PI!Olo: Courtesy o1 the St. John Parish 
Sherilrs otlice '!bung Marin&s 

t 084TH SOLDIERS TAKE 
PART IN S/ t t CEREMONY 
By Sgt. 1st Class Scott Robinson, 1084th 
Transportation Company 

LAPLACE 
On Sept. 11, Soldiers from the 1 084th 

Transportation Company participated in 
a 9/11 remembrance ceremony in 
LaPlace honoring first responders across 
the nation. The event was sponsored by 
Riverland Ford and the St. John Parish 
Sheriff's Office Young Marines program in 
conjunction with the parish government. 

"It is an honor to stand next to future 
generations of warriors in the form of 
young Marines, • said Staff Sgt. Raymond 
Stewart, a 1 084th squad leader. "Know
ing that I will be retired in a few years, it 
gives me a great feeling that there will 

be another generation that stands up 
and volunteers to continue a great tradi
tion of serving this great nation. • 

Sgt. Derrick Taylor recalled that a 
former Soldier walked up after the cer
emony to thank him for his service. "This 
event was not only for us," commented 
the Vietnam veteran. "It honored those 
that were never honored after enduring 
great sacrifices." 

"To some, this is a temporary job; to 
others, a career. But no matter which 
path we take, the relationships we build 
amongst each other and the community 
continues to grow as the years go by," 
Taylor said. • 

4811TH SOLDIERS HDNDR 9/ t t 
By Sgt. Genevieve Tolar, Det. 1, B Co., 
489th Combat Support Company 

SHREVEPORT/BOSSIER CITY 
Soldiers of Det. 1, B Company, 489th 

Combat Support Company from Camp 
Minden, joined together to remember and 
honor the tragedies of 9/11 by participat
ing in the Soldiers' Angels Sept. 11 Run 
for Remembrance held at Shreveport's 
Memorial Park. The local Soldiers' Angels 
chapter sponsored the run "to honor the 
men and women who died in the attacks 
on our country and to support those who 
fight to preserve our freedom. • 

"It's important to remember why we 
serve," said Sgt. Glenn Phillips, who 
recently re-enlisted in the Guard and 
quickly deployed to Iraq in 2009. 

Unfortunately, many service men 
and women do not return home to their 
families. "I wanted to participate today 
to remember Lt. Cmdr. Jonas B. Kelsall 
from Shreveport who recently was KIA 
in Afghanistan," said Staff Sgt. Todd 
Krebsbach. 

The 489th Soldiers drove two armored 
Humvees to the event. Those who did not 
participate in the run stood proudly by to 
answer questions and allow attendees to 
take photos of the vehicles. "We need to 
show the public our capabilities. So often 
we aren't seen and therefore forgotten, • 
said Sgt. Matt Hailey. 

Commanded by 1st Lt. Terry Lee 
Bacon, the 489th is one of six mainte
nance and transportation companies in 
the 165th Combat Sustainment Support 
Battalion. • 
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/Family Readiness Program "MisstoNFIRsr FAMIUESALwAvs.n 

LANG Office of Family Programs Points of Contact iiiii8 
n••n •nn•• 

The Office of Family Program's Mission is to develop and implement the Family Readiness and Assistance Programs for the families and 
service members of both the Army and Air National Guard of Louisiana. 

Louisiana Office of Family Programs 

State Family Program Director 
Cpt. William Saint (225) 319-4733 
william.saint@us.army.mil 

State Family Program Asst 
Sgt. Noel Adams (225) 319-4792 
noel.adams@us.army.mil 

Senior Family Readiness Support Asst. 
Charlie Guilbeau (318) 489-8598 
charles. guilbeau@us.army. mil 

Child and Youth Program Coordinator 
Angela Ott (504) 756-5960 
angela.d. ott. ctr@us.army.mil 

Family Assistance Coordinator 
Gerald Cradeur (337) 962-5082 
gerald. cradeur@us.army.mil 

Airman and Family Program Manager 
Cherie Spooner (504) 391-8505 
Cherie.spooner@ang.af.mil 

Family Readiness Support Assistants 

139th RSG 
Carrie Matime (504) 579-6678 
carrie.matime@us.anny.mil 

204thAvn BN 
Nikki Ganey (985) 340-7262 
anglia.n.ganey@us.army.mil 

225th Eng BDE 
Jennifer Taylor (318) 290-5498 
jennifer.l.taylor3. ctr@us. army. mil 

256th IBCT 
Melissa Primeaux (318) 416-7562 
melissa. a.primeaux@us. army. mil 

JFHQ 
Jamie Hanley (318) 290-5952 
jamie.hanley@us.army.mil 

Reintegration Office 

Reintegration Director 
Lt. Col. Scott Adams (985)340-7220 
scott.e.adams@us.army.mil 

Deputy Reintegration Director 
Maj. Brian Hutchinson (318) 290-4952 
brian.d.hutchinson@us.army.mil 

Senior Enlisted Advisor 
Command Sgt. Maj. Joey Stiefvater 
(318) 641-5334 
robert.stiefvater@us. army. mil 

Transition Assistance Advisor 
1st Lt. Trey White (318) 641-5449 
phillip. white@us.army.mil 

Family Assistance Specialists 

Shreveport (318) 416-7409 
Barbara Conway 
babs.conway@us.army.mil 

Alexandria (225) 603-8482 
Martha Arrington 
martha. arrington@ us. army. mil 

Lafayette (225) 747-7897 
CJ Kidder 
clinton.kidder@us.army.mil 

Yellow Ribbon Program 
Cpt. Catarina Donnelly (318) 623-9031 
catarina.donnelly@us.army.mil 

Director of Psychological Health 
Cindy Escande/1, Psy. D., LPG 
(318) 290-7564 
cindy.escandell@ceridian.com 

Employer Support for Guard & Reserve 
Frank Huff (318) 229-8377 
franklin.huff@us.army.mil 

Strong bonds 
CH (Lt. Col.) Jeff Mitchell (225) 319-4660 
jeffrey. mitchell6@us.army.mil 

Baton Rouge (504) 202-8771 
Anne Tillman 
anne. o.tillman. ctr@us.army.mil 

Covington (504) 202-8887 
Lisa Palma 
lisa.e.palma@us. army. mil 

Lake Charles (337) 532-0835 
Jeff Nolen 
jeffrey. no/en@ us. army. mil 

Joint Family Support Assistance Program (JFSAP) 

MILITARY FAMILY LIFE CONSULTANTS 
Julie Brown (228) 224-5456 
Jewell.r.brown@mhn.com 

Jimmy Snow (318) 218-4679 
Jimmy.a.snow@healthnet.com 

MILITARY ONE SOURCE 
Brandy Shone (318) 461-5920 
brandy.shone@militaryonesource.com 
(800) 342-9647 
IW'I'lmilitaryonesource.com 

AMERICAN RED CROSS 
(877) 272-7337 
Info needed: Rank, Name of Soldier, 
SSN, Unit 10 (Company/BN), 
Location OCONUS (APO address) 
www.redcross.org 

STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE/JAG 
(225) 319-4960 

PAY ISSUES 
(318) 641-5356 **ID yourself as the 
spouse/parent 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
(866) 275-8176 or visit GeauxGuard.com 

TRICARE 
(800) 444-5445 www.humana-military.com 

TRICARE DENTAL 
(800) 866-8499 

DEERS SUPPORT OFC 
(800) 538-9552 

U.S. ARMY FAMILY LIFE PROGRAMS 
www.myarmylifetoo.com 

SUICIDE PREVENTION 
(800) 273-TALK 
IW'I'I.suicidepreventionlifeline.org 
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We were there when you landed on the northern coast of France. 

We were there when you returned to the Philippine shore. 

We were there when you fought in Korea and 

We were there when you rolled across the deserts of 

We were there then. We will always be 

Proudly serving the Military sin 
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WE Ill HIVE OUR .IMEITS ... 
SOME GREATER Till OTIERS 
Our greatest moments come when we make 
louisiana a better, safer place. Now is your 
chance to be a part of that team, achieve 
your goals, and dramatically affect everything 
around you. For the better. For the State. 
For yourself. Join the Army National Guard. 

., . 


