


Our pride and thanks follow you into civilian life. 
So does something even more important. 

You've served with honor. Earned our and 
your country's respect. That's why we offer 
you life insurance coverage that gives you 
more protection for your family. More 
choices for less money- MBA-sponsored 
Term 90. 

Compare Term 90's Premi ums 
with VGU's 

As an MBA member, you'll also get 
valuable non-insurance benefits, from 
a scholarship program to tuition benefits 
to savings on travel, car rental, preventive 
health care and much more. 

C WT'Cflt monthly noMobacco user 
premium per $2~.000 of cove~ 

Your SGU terminates when you leave the 
service. You could then convert to VGLI, 
but there may be a better way. 

AGE 

30 

50 

TERM90" 

$16.25 
$16.25 
$18.75 
$18.75 
$87.50 

vcu• 
$25.00 
$32.50 
$42.50 
$55.50 
$90.00 

You've answered your country's call to duty. 
Now answer your family's call. 

When you purchase MBA-sponsored 
Term 90, you purchase coverage that 

Choose MBA-sponsored Term 90 to 
supplement SGLI. At separation, if you 
are a non-tobacco user, your Term 90 

I "Based on cun-ent Term 90 and VGU rates. 
you can take with you into civilian life. 
Learn more today. 

premiums will be less than VGLI premiums, assuming 
no disproportionate changes in either premiums, plus: 

• Higher maximum coverage: $500,000 versus 
VGU $400,000 

• Separate spousal coverage of up to $500,000 

• Free coverage up to $12,500 for each child 

Compare other features before purchasing. 

twi~er lffk§.t.t.ll 
twitter.com/militarybenefit facebook.com/MilitaryBeneflt 

www.militarybenefit.org/33 
or call our toll-free number 

1-800-336-0100 

~MBA ~----
Helping you answer every call of duty. 

Life Insurance underwritten by Government Personnel Mutual Life Insurance Company. 2211 N.E. Loop 410, San Antonio, TX 7821Z 
SOQ-938-4716 www.gpmlife.com. Policy Number GPOl. Not available in all states. 
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Today you have a war 
on your hands. But the 
day wHI come when you 
are home for good. 
The kisses will be real, 
not over the Internet, hand-In-band In a dimly lit room._ when 
the candles shine on a table set for two. We long for the day 
when our Phantom Warrior® flashlights are used covertly In a 
tent, In your backyard telling tall tales; when your children 
use a Phantom Hawk® to check for monsters W\der their 
bunkbecls; and a BellaBeam® serves valiantly at the bottom 1 
of a trick-or-treat bag. But until that day comes, we'll continue ---...._..;;:~:!~!!!!!~~ 
making them to bring our Soldiers home safe. And we pledge 
to make them here in the USA where every Phantom family 
member appreciates that this 1s our service to America, 
to our freedom, and to you. 



My fellow Guardsmen, • 

I am truly honored to serve as your new Adjutant General. I 
would like to personally thank you all for the accomplishments 
our organization has achieved in the past, and, with your 
help, look forward to the continued-success of the Louisiana 
National Guard. 

We must remain steadfast and committed to our most 
valuable asset: our Soldiers, Airmen, and their families. The 
Soldiers and Airmen of. the Louisiana National Guard are the 
best in the world. To maintain that hard-earned reputation, we 
must continue to adhere to our core values for each mission 
we perform and every task that we undertake: Loyalty, Dufy, 
Respect, Selfless Service, Honor, Integrity, Personal Cour
age, and Excellence in all we do. 

The Louisiana National Guard has five cornerstone mis
sions that are essential to our continued success ana that .. 
provide immense value to our communities, state and nation: 
• In support of national military objectives as designated by 

the president of the United States, we must continue to 
excel at providing trained and ready Soldiers, Airmen, and 
units for deployment. 

• For the citizens of Louisiana, we must continue to excel in 
preserving and protecting life, property, peace, order, and 
public safety by deploying Soldiers, Airmen, and units as 
directed by the governor. 

• In support of the North American Air Defense Air Sover
eignty mission, the 159th Fighter Wing continues to con
duct 24/7 alert operations, with armed F-15 fighter jets 
prepared to launch in minutes. Recognized as one of 
the nation's most scrambled alert sites, the 159th Fighter 
Wing's Airspace Control Alert is strategically located to pro-. 
teet critical infrastructure, including offshore oil production, 

nuclear facilities, and over 500 
miles of the Gulf coastline. 

~ Providing world class instruction 
and training facilities for military 
occupational specialties, non
commissioned officer education 
system courses, and the Officer Candidate School, the 
199th Regional Training Institute-will continue to be nation
ally recognized for excellence. 

• 
• Providing high school dropouts the opportunity to become 

productive and accomplished in their chosen fields, the 
Louisiana's Youth ChalleNGe prog·ram is the nation's larg
est, with three campuses and a capacity of 1,400 gradu
ates annually. The Youth ChalleNGe Program is led by 
professionals who emphasize structure, discipline, educa
tion and life skills. 
The Loui.siana National Guard provides a force that is able 

to mobilize rapidly and deploy In support of state and federal 
missions, and to assist p~rtners in guaranteeing the well-being 
of the citizens of our great state. Current economic, political 
and budgetary factors will drive significant changes in almost 
every aspect of our manning, equipping and training over the 
next decade. In spite of operational challenges and external 
threats, many opportunities exist. We owe it to those we serve 
not only to remain a relevant and ready force, but to build 
capacity in order to Protect What Matters. 

God Bless the louisiana National Guard and God Bless America! 

Brigadier General Glenn H. Curtis 
The Adjutant General 

~l:!"..'l:~__..J-=-

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO FIND A JOB • 

• 
HERO Searching for a new job is a big undertaking. H2H has the tools and resources 

Reserve Component service members need to find a job ~ all in one place, all free. 

~ JobSearch 

l•t Military Skills Translator 

(l MobileApp 

(IJ Live & Virtual Hiring Events 

., Career Exploration 

a Itt Social Networking 

-

2 HIRBJ 

·~ ~ YellowR1bbon . ,~~. ~ ~ ~ ~ ,m ~ 
~· X Remtegra!IOn Program '~"< '~~~ · ~ ~~~~J ~ -~~~i ~ ~-)/' 

1', • ·~ '" • ~ 
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Sgt. Robin Perif' 
~i.lila11ra National Guard Publ'Jc Affairs Of/ice 

. 
The Louisiana National Guard's Combined Support Mai~ 
nar1ce-~'m was selected as (he winner for this ;rear's Anny 

for Maintenance Excellence. 'CSMS representatives Loufsiana .Nationa/ Guarcisman uses s grinder to make Wl's on Bll 

attend the award ceremony in Richmond, Va .• on June 5. Ai-870Af lowboy trailer st th6 Combined Suppon MaintenBnce Shop in Pine:ftfe. • 
In Phase I ofthe competLtion, CS.MS placed-first in its size PlwJio: 2n11u. RBbelrahMs~one. touisilnJNfl/ioneiGuattt~MaitsOIIIoe 

at the National Guard Bureau. They were judged 
a written presentation which counts for 30 pel"cent of their of preparation. ~our initial work on the AAME packet began in 

Pel~n Dispatcll/2012 

June 2011. This was my first go at comp'%ting for the award, 
so a lOt of time was spent lookiog at previous winners' packets 
and reviewing the checklists," he said. 



Labonle, foteground, and Sgt. 1$1 Class Robert Brlstir 
warlc on a boat motor in the automofive ihop at the 
Combined Support Afaintenance Shop in Pineville. 
l'tloC: 2nd u RtbeQI!Aflblt.l.oullilne Nlllonlll Gla!l PtMc 
.W.OIIIct 

TRICARE Retiree Dental Program 

Available for Retired Guard/Reserve 
members- regardless of age!* 
The TRKARE Retiree Dental Program offers retired 
members of the National Guard and Reserve great 
benefits and features, such as: 

An expansive nationwide network of dentists 
for maximum cost savings and program value 
Affordable rates, low deductibles and 
generous maximums 
An opportunity to skip the waiting period by 
enrolling within four months after transferring 
to Retired Reserve status!* 

Visit us online to team more about this valuable 
dental benefits program available to all Uniformed 
Services retirees - including "gray·area" retired 
Guard & Reserve members*, too! 

~of Retired Reserve status required 

•••.••.•.••••••....................... 

0 DELTA DENTAL 
trdp.org 
866-471 .. 8949 
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NEW ORLEANS - Louisiana National 
Guard crew chiefs hook up slings of 
Christmas trees to UH-60 Black Hawks 
of the 1s/ Battaf,'on, 244/h Aviat1on 
Regiment, to drop into Bayou Sauvage 
National Wildlife Refuge to help rebuild 
the wetlands, March 13, 2012, in New 
Orleans. The Christmas trees help 
to rebuild the missmg wetlands that 
have been washed away over tune by 
breaking waves and for collecting silt 
for new vegetation to take roo/. 





Louisiana National Guard UH-60 Black Hawks of the 1st Battalion, 244th Aviation Regiment at the Bayou Sauvage National Wildlife 
Refuge along with U.S. Fishing and Wildlife Pllolos: Master Sgt. Toby M. VB/a<fl9. LouisiSM NlllioMI GUIItd State Public Al1!m Ollice 

ARMY C;tJARD DRClPS RI:C:Y<:tJ3l 
f,MRSI·II:RC>SK>N PR<>JI:<:T 

By Spc. David C. Kirtland 
Louisiana National Guard Public Affairs Office 

The Louisiana National Guard once again 
participated in the annual Christmas-tree drop 
at the Bayou Sauvage National Wildlife Refuge 
in eastern New Orleans, March 13. 

The LANG's State Aviation Command from 
Hammond partnered with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the city of New Orleans to 

air drop bundles of recycled Christmas 
trees in the refuge's wetlands to help 
fight erosion. 

The Guardsmen used two UH-60 
Black Hawk helicopters to lift and 
place more than 100 bundles total
ing approximately 5,000 trees to form 
barriers against rough waters. 

Mlfthis program wasn't here, people 
would just end up sending the trees to 
a landfill," said DrewWirwa, assistant 
manager of Bayou Sauvage National 

Wildlife Refuge. "This provides a great oppor
tunity to recycle the Christmas trees." 

During the mission, Guardsmen on the 
ground placed straps around the cargo hook at 
the bottom of the aircraft. Once the helicopter 
reached its destination, the Black Hawk crew
member inside the aircraft released the load. 

Because the trees are organic, over time 
they will disappear leaving behind trapped silt 
so new plants and trees can grow, which helps 
restore the wetlands. 

"The Louisiana National Guard has been 
tremendous to work with," said Wirwa. "We 
couldn't do it without them." 

Today's mission marks the end of three 
years working on a section that has helped 
restore almost 40 acres of marsh land. 

The LANG's State Aviation Command has 
assisted in this effort since it started in 1989. • 

A Louisiana National Guard UH-60 Black Hawk. belonging to 1st Battalion, 244th AVIation Regiment, prepares to drop bundles of Christmas 
tr9es to close a gap in Bayou Sauvage National Wildlife Refuge to help rebuild the wetlands, Match 13, 2012, in New Orleans. 





Slate. 11. Clllduct IIIII hllllnlln •• Orl._ area, Hackbany 
By S • Rashawn Price a.rul Spc. Tarell Bilbo 
241st·'Mobde Public Affairs Detachment 

The Louisiana National Guard participated in two training exercises led by the 
Governor's Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness to test 
disaster respopse capabilities of several state, local and federal agencies at the 
Bonnet Carre .Spillway in St. Charfes Parish and Hackberry High School in Cameron 
Parish. As tt)e=--20.12'hurricane season a P.roaches, these agencies are evaluating 
thej ability to respond-and tesJing, tfleir level of preparedness. 

The exercise,tested the LANG's response plan to iderffity possible Cfeficiencies 
i~nd also to evaiuate its·~~itylto respoQd,to,multiple missions simultaneously. 

t(his exercise validates'not1ust our hurricane' exercise pia , but also an all-haz
ards fJppro&ch, to make sure that it is coordinated well with the state's emergency 
response plan,~ said B'riQ. Gen. Glenn H. Curtis, adjutant general of the LANG. "We 
want tb make sure we instill confidence in our citizens so they know that when a 
disaster hits,,we are prepared to respond to any: ~ergen_gy in ord'-r to protect them 
and their property." ! 

~ 
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The trnining showcased the LANG's ability to respond quickly 
to any and all emergency situations by conducting si ulated 
air, water, and grouncf' searCh and rescue OP-erations. 

"Being complacent is never an option. Our level of pre
paredness is constantly beihg tested ~ether it's througfl an 
actUal event or a full-scale exercise," said GOHSEP Director 
Keiitn D?vis. "Exe cises suCh as this one Reap everyone's 
skills jstfarp. But mo e importantly, it identifies any gaps or 
deficiencies ag~ncies may have." 

Other ar•s of traini'ng tested. security, COIJlmodities distri
bUtic;m a~ nteroP,erability of com unications. 

he'~t important component of any all-hazard event is 
the abinty to communicate," said Lt. Col. Dallas Jones,. com
mander of the 2nd Battalion, 244th Aviation Regiment. "By 
having this anility, it gives us the opportunity to leverage our 
~ssets by allowing us to send help where it is needed. In addi
tion, our lesders have situational awareness and a cOmmon 
operating picture." 

With this enhanced training, Soldiers s~y that they are 
m:9re·capabl& of doing their jobs and working together as a 
team to serve tHeir communities during disasters. 

"It was exciting to get more hands-on training and be able 
to gain mo(le ex}.jerience," sa}~ Pfc. Desirae Skipper, a bridge 
crew-member for the 2225th 1\llulti·Role Bridg& Cf.mpany. "The 
more knowledgeable you are in your military job. the better 
leader you will become." 

Diffe!l1nt tasks were exen:ised at the two locations to fit the 
threats that pose a danger to each area. 

During the exercise in Hackberry, Guardsmen from mul
tiple·units practiced personnel and livestock aerial search and 
rescue missions and waterborne search and rescue missions 
from Hackberry Marina. · 

"It's not often that we get to work side by si~ like this," 
said Master Sgt. Orise Cormier, senior opit'Stions non· 
commissioned officer with the 3rd Battalion, 156th Infantry 
Regiment. "It helps us do our mission and helps train the 
younger Soldiers." 

"It's a great pleasure to watch and observ~ everyone per
form," said Kirk Burlough, Cameron Parish police juror. "It's 
all about us working together to protect our citizens. n 

"It gives me a great sense of accomplishment to trai~ along· 
~ide d~Jlerent organizatidns to achieve a similar goak~ said 
~· Matthew Lewallen, a dock master of the 2225th MRBC. 
"These events build teamw9rk and confidence in our ability to 
complete a mission in a real-woi1d scenario. • 

Participating agencies included the louisiana State Police, 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, the louisiana 
Oepattment of Agriculture & f.orestry, DePartment of Correc· 
tions, l~isiana State Fire Marshal's Office, Department of 
Children tl.d Family Services, Department of Health & Hospi
tals, Department of Transportation & Development and other 
local a d federal emergency management agencies. • 

Theres never been a better time to join Navy Federal! 

ARMY 
MARINE CORPS 
NAVY 
AIR FORCE 
DoD 
NAVY$ 
~FE_D~E~RALiiiiooiiiiiiii. 
Credit Union 
navyfedera l.org 
1.888.842.6328 

For over 75 years, we've been providing quality products and se.vices for our memberr
not because it's the popular thing to do, but because it's the right thing to do. 

• Low auto loan rates 
• 24n live telephone support 
• Nationally recognized a.dit cards 
• Free Active Duty Checking .. , with 

no monthly service fees 

• Up to $20 in ATM fee rebates-
• 45,000 free ATMs in our CO.OP and 

MoneyPass• networks-in addition to others 
• Free mobile banking 
• Free Web Bill Pay 

We have over 21 0 branches worldwide
find one of our three Louisiana branches online. 

Federally Insured by NCUA. 'To qually far this acalll1t, member ITilSI t>t at1iYe Wty,1811red. or I1IS8MI rniHlwy !lid ITilSI S9J ~far an AcM Duty Checking acalUII Mllllllrllct 
Deposit ($500 mnlnun) wti\ 90 days rt BCtOII1I opening. '"$20ATM fee lllll81Bs only ll'llllabl8 With Actlva Duly Olecldng. Raba1Bs avalable a!ATMs In the "l'lsaiPI..lJS4 System NIMrtt 
0 2011 Navy Fi!deral NF0.J 11943-8 (1 H 1] 



Z t 4TH AIRMeN RETURN 
HDMI! BI!FDIIE HOLIDAYS 
By Tech. Sgt. Sienna M. Schehr 

BELLE CHASSE 
Airmen from the Louisiana Air National 

Guard's 214th Engineering Installation 
Squadron returned home just in time 
for the holidays to the Louis Armstrong 
International Airport, Nov. 17. 

The 20 Airmen received a warm wel
coming from family, friends and other 
passengers after a six-month deploy
ment to Afghanistan and Iraq. 

The 214th EIS was responsible for 
the mobilization and deployment of 
resources and supporting assets to 
accomplish the engineering, installa
tion, reconstruction, and replacement of 
communication systems, facilities and 
air traffic control and landing systems. 

With wireless internet and smart
phone applications, Airmen were able to 
communicate with loved ones frequently. 

lnApri12011, the 214th EIS mobilized 
and deployed approximately 40 Airmen 

Ainnen from the Louisiana Air National Guard's 214th 
Engineering Installation Squadron are cheered and greeted 
by family members and awaiting passengers in a pacl<ed 
airport tenninal at Louis Annstrong International Airport, 
Nov. 17, 2011. The Ainnen, headquartered in Belle Chasse, 
were deployed for more than six months in suppott of 
operations Enduring Freedom and New Dawn to Iraq, Qatar 
and AfghamstBJI. Photo: MBster Sgt. Dan FIJIT8R, 159111 Fighter Wing 
PvbJic Affaits Office 

to Iraq, Qatar and Afghanistan. The 
remaining deployed Airmen returned 
later in the week. • 

LDUI!IIRNA DURRDSMIIN 
RECI!IVI! PURPLE HEARTS 
ATBAGRRM 

By LANG Public Affairs Office 

.~ BUNKIE 
During a formal ceremony, 

three Louisiana National Guards
men with the 1 086th Transporta-

tion Company, 165th Combat 
Sustainment Support Battalion, were 
presented with the Purple Heart at 
Bagram Airfield's CON-RC in Afghani
stan, Feb. 6. 

Spc. Russell Nelson Jr. of Larto, Sgt. 
Brandon Guillot of Jena, and Spc. John 
Loomis of Vidalia, were injured when 
their vehicle was struck by an impro
vised explosive device, Nov. 22, while 
stationed in Afghanistan. 

Lt. Col. Kurt Ryan, commander of the 
1Oth Sustainment Brigade, presented 
the decoration to the Soldiers. 

"I hope I never have to give Purple 
Hearts, but today, I am proud to recog
nize these Soldiers with such an honor," 
said Ryan. 

The decoration is awarded to mem
bers of the Armed Forces of the United 
States who are wounded by an instru
ment of war at the hands of the enemy. It 
is specifically a combat decoration. • 

During a fonnal ceremony, three Louisiana National 
Guardsmen with the 1086th Transpottation Company, 
165th Combat Sustainment Suppott Battalion, Spc. 
Russell Nelson Jr. of Larto, Sgt. Brandon Guillot of Jena, 
and Spc. John Loomis of VJdafJB, were presented with the 
Purple Heart at Bagram Airfield's CON-RC in Afghanistan, 
Feb. 6. Their vehicle was stllJCk by 811 improvised 
explosive device, Nov. 22, while they were stationed in 
Afghanistan. Photo. CoUI1esy u.s. Atmy 

Louisiana National GuardsmBII Sgt. Michael SWilley, 
of lfle 415th Military Intelligence Battalion, embraces 
his wile, Usa, after returning heme from a J65.(Jay 
deployment at the Gillis W Long Center in CBrville, Nov. 
23, 2011. The battalion was deployed to Afghanistan in 
suppolf of Operation Enduring Freedom to conduct 
counterintelligence operations throughout Afghanistan. 
Pflolo: Master Sgt. Toby M. Yelede, Louisiana NSiional GuiKIJ 
Public Affm Office 

4 t 5TH SDLDII!RS RETURN 
HOME IN TIME FOR HDLIDRYS 
By Staff Sgt. Denis B. Ricou 

CARVILLE 
Approximately 120 Louisiana National 

Guard Soldiers from the 415th Military 
Intelligence Battalion returned home from 
a 365-day deployment to family, friends 
and fellow Guardsmen at the Gillis W. 
Long Center in Carville, Nov. 23. 

Headquartered in Carville, the 415th 
was deployed to conduct analysis and 
counterintelligence operations through
out Afghanistan that were essential to 
counter-insurgency operations. 

The 415th previously deployed as 
a battalion in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom for the tactical human intelli
gence mission. Human intelligence teams 
supported units across the Iraq theater of 
operations with distinction and earned the 
Meritorious Unit Commendation. 

The 415th has participated in many 
emergency/recovery operations for the 
state of Louisiana, including hurricanes 
Katrina, Rita, Gustav and Ike and pro
vided support to Task Force Gator and 
the NOPD. Many members of the 415th 
participated in the Deepwater Horizon 
Oil Spill response effort. • 



LAND WELCOMES HDME 
SOLDIERS FROM IRAQ 
LANG Public Affairs Office 

CARVILLE 
The Louisiana National Guard, family 

and friends welcomed home members 
of the 239th Military Police Company at 
the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport, 
Dec. 17. 

More than 70 Soldiers from the 239th 
based in Carville, returned from thei; 
365-day deployment to Iraq in support 
of Operation New Dawn where they con
ducted police transition training for Iraqi 
law enf~rcement officers. Approximately 
40 Soldiers from the unit returned home 
throughout the state. 

Members of the 239th Military Police 
Company have participated in deploy
ments around the world including Cuba, 
Kuwait, Haiti, Iraq, Italy, Germany, Belize 
and Honduras. The 239th has partici
pated in emergency/recovery operations 
f?r the state of Louisiana, including hur
ncanes Katrina, Rita, Gustav, Ivan and 
Ike. The 239th also provided support to 
:ask Force Gator as well as the Opera
tion Deepwater Horizon response. • 

Louisi8118 National Guardsman Sgt. 1st Class Martin 
Dozier, 239111 Military Police Company, embraces 
his family at the Baton Rouge Mel~an Airport 
Dec. 17, 2011, after returning home from a 365-day 
~eployment. The company was deployed to Iraq 
m support of Operation New Dawn to conduct Jaw 
enforcement operations and police transition treining 
for Iraqi law enforcement officers. 
Photo: Master Sgt. Toby M. 118/adie, Louisiana National Gullflf 
Public AJfsirs Oll'ice 

Brig. Gen. Glenn H. Curtis, adjutant generel of the 
Louisiana National Guard, and Col. Michael Edmonson 
superintendent of the Louisiana State Police, meet with 
Inspector Gene rei T reci/e, of the Haitian National Police 
to discuss the establishment of the State Partnership 
Progrem between the LANG and the country of Haiti, 
Jan. 18, 2012. Plrolo: Couttesy u.s. Army 

NeW PftRTNiiRSHIP 
ANNDUNCI!D BETWEEN 
LDUSIRNA GUARD, HfliTI 
By Staff Sgt. Denis B. Ricou 

HAin 
The Louisiana National Guard and 

the country of Haiti have officially 
announced the strengthening of ties 
thr~ugh the State Partnership Program 
dunng a ceremony in Haiti, Jan. 18. 

The program between the LANG 
and Haiti builds on the LANG's work 
in the Artibonite Department in 2010 
and 2011 following the devastating 
earthquake two years ago. The part
nership will work to strengthen the 
capacity of the Haitian government to 
prepare for and react to major natural 
events, to strengthen the capacity of 
the Haitian National Police and to 
support the activities of the Haitian 
Coast Guard. 

"Over the past two years, Louisiana 
has led two New Horizons missions, 
where our Soldiers and Airmen con
structed schools and medical centers 
and provided much needed medicai 
and dental aid to Haitian communi
ties," said Brig. Gen. Glenn H. Curtis, 
adjutant general of the LANG. "We are 
truly committed to Haiti, and we know 
that we will gain as much as we give 
from this relationship with our Haitian 
colleagues. n 

Haitian secretary of state for local 
communities, Fritz Jean Louis, said, 
"Louisiana and Haiti have a common 
understanding of the challenges of our 
environment. Haiti will bring to bear 
all of its assets and capabilities to this 
partnership." 

The State Partnership Program exists 
to establish and sustain enduring rela
tionships between the United States and 
its partner nations. The program currently 
consists of 66 partnerships between 
46 states and territories and 65 nations 
throughout the world. • 

AIR DUPIRDiiMEN RECEIVE 
PARI!WI!LL BliFDRE 
DI!PLDYING OVERSEAS 
By 1st Lt. Alex Juan 

HAMMOND 
The Louisiana National Guard, family 

and friends bid an emotional farewell to 
approximately 30 Airmen of the 236th 
Combat Communications Squadron 
during a deployment ceremony held at 
Southeastern Louisiana University's 
Student Union Theater in Hammond 
Dec. 14. ' 

The squadron comprises 120Airmen 
from the Louisiana Air National Guard's 
159th Fighter Wing. Approximately 30 
~f th~se Air Guardsmen are deploy
Ing w1th the 236th CBCS in support 
of Operation Enduring Freedom in 
Afghanistan. 

While deployed, they will be part of 
the 838th Air Expeditionary Advisory 
Group. They will utilize their expertise 
and versatility in the tactical communi
cations arena to provide voice and data 
services to a variety of customers in the 
Afghanistan Theater of Operations. • 

Louisiana National Guardsman Staff Sgt. Jonathan M. 
Mallery, .'rom Marrero, and his mother, Julie, stand for 
the playmg of the national anth&m during a deployment 
ceremony for the 236th Combat Communications 
Squadron at Southeastern Louisiana University's 
Student Union Theater in Hammond, Dec. 14, 2011. 
The unit ~ill be de~loylng to Afghanistan in support 
of Operatton Endunng Freedom to provide voice and 
data services to a variety of customers in the theater 
of operations. 
Ptloto: St&rf Sgt. Denis B. Ric®, Louisi111111 Nlllional Guatd 
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LANG SOLDIERS 
RETUfiN HDMEi 
204TI THEATER AIRFIElD OPEUnOIS &ROUP 
COMPlmS fMITII DEPLOYMEIT 
By Sgt. Robin Perry 

HAMMOND 
After serving for nearly a year in 

Kuwait, Iraq and Afghanistan, more than 
20 Soldiers from the Louisiana Army 
National Guard's 204th Theater Airfield 
Operations Group returned home, Feb. 
10, to ecstatic family and friends at Esler 
Airfield in Pineville. 

The unit's mission was to support Air 
Traffic Services throughout the theater 
of operations, while assuming the posi
tion of Aviation Brigade Headquarters 
for Army Central Command in Kuwait. 
While acting as the overall subject 
matter experts for all airfield operations 
in Kuwait, the 204th, headquartered in 
Hammond, supported the successful 
withdrawal of all Army aviation forces 
from Iraq. 

Chief Warrant Officer 2 Scherell 
Carter, 204th assistant personnel offi
cer, was greeted by her mother, three 
daughters, and her new grandson, born 
while Carter was deployed. 

"This is just surrealr the Carville resi
dent said. Ml can't wait to get home and 
just hang out with all my girls." 

While deployed, the 204th executed 
over 9,000 accident-free flight hours 

and conducted safety and quality evalu
ations of all Army Air Traffic Services 
operations in Afghanistan, ensuring the 
safe movement of over 800,000 aircraft 
movements. 

For Staff Sgt. Chris Lee, a New Orleans 
resident, the homecoming represents 
the end of his second deployment. 

"This time I was the senior air traf
fic controller examiner," he said. "That 
means I travelled around to every Army 
airfield in theater." Lee's first deploy
ment, also with the Louisiana National 
Guard, was in 2005-2007. 

The 204th has also supported Loui
siana state emergencies including hurri
canes Katrina and Rita in 2005 and hur
ricanes Gustav and Ike in 2008. The unit 
was responsible for the New Orleans 
rescue airlift executed from the Louisi
ana Superdome in September 2005. • 

NATIDNRL a&JARD•s 
2S&TH HOLDS BEST 
WARRIOR COMPETITION 
WillERS TO COMPETE IBT IT STATE lfVR 
By Cadet Leah McPeek 

LAFAYETTE 
The Louisiana Army National Guard's 

256th Infantry Brigade Combat Team 
held their Best Warrior Competition in 
Lafayette, March 3, in which 12 Soldiers 
representing all the battalions from the 
brigade competed. 

The 12 contending Soldiers went 
through multiple tests of physical frtness 
and warrior training tasks. The warrior 
training tasks included knowledge in 
land navigation, evaluation and perfor
mance of first aid, weapon operations, 
and communication by tactical radio. 

Members of the Louisiana NatJOIIal Guard's 204th Theater Airfield Operations Group gather around a concrete batTier they 
painted to leave a lasting marl<er of their most recent deployment overseas, Feb. 2, 2012, at Camp Beuhring, Kuwait. The 
204th TAOG's mission was to support Air Traffic Services throughout the theater of operations, while assuming the position 
of Aviation Brigede Headquarters for Army Central Command In Kuwait. U.S. Anny courtesy photo 
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Spc. Landon Martin, a native of Prairieville and member of 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 256th Brigade 
Special Troops Battalion, and Sgt. Connell Galbert, a native 
of Monroe and member of A Troop, 2nd Squadron, 108th 
Cavalry Regiment, motivate each other during a physical 
fitness test in the 256th IBCTs Best Wanior Competition in 
Lafayette, March 3, 2012. Martin and Galbett, winners of 
the competition, next represent the 256th IBCT at the state 
level, competing against top Soldiers from other units of 
the Louisiana Anny National Guard. 

In addition to physical fitness and war
rior training tasks, the competitors went 
before a board of evaluators where they 
were judged on appearance and proper 
wear of the Army service uniform, the 
ability to communicate, and intelligence 
about various Army topics. 

This year's top honor was awarded 
to Spc. Landon Martin, a native of Prai
rieville and member of Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company, 256th 
Brigade Special Troops Battalion, and 
Sgt. Connell Gal bert, a native of Monroe 
and member of A Troop, 2nd Squadron, 
1 08th Cavalry Regiment. 

When asked about his motivation 
to compete, Galbert said, Ml encourage 
Soldiers to live life one day at a time, and 
give everything your all at all times." 

Later this month, Martin and Galbert 
will represent the 256th IBCT at the 
state level, competing against top Sol
diers from other units of the Louisiana 
Army National Guard. 

After being asked about his prepa
ration for the next competition, Martin 
said, "I will continue to prepare and train, 
just as I've been doing. I want to show 
everyone that I won't let anything stop 
me from achieving what I want to do." 

Winners of the state competition will 
go on to compete at the regional level, 
and then those winners will continue on 
to the national competition and compete 
against Soldiers throughout the National 
Guard and the Army. • 

- - - - - ... - - - t . 



Retired Command Sgt. Maj. Johnny Moirow, a resident of 
Pineville, and Brig. Gen. Glenn H. Curtis, the adjutant general 
of the Louisiana National Guard, unveil a portrait of M01row 
that will be included in the Hall of Fame portrait gallery at 
Jackson Barracks in New Orleans during his induction 
ceremony; March 16, in Minden. Morrow is the 16th member 
to be inducted into the LANG Hall of Fame, established to 
honorfonner LANG members who distinguished themselves 
in their military and civilian endeavors. 
Photo: Sgt. Robin Perry, Louisien8 Nlllionlll GU8td Public Affairs Offloe 

MDRRDWINDUCTEDINTD 
LDUISIRNR GUARD 
HALL DF FRME 
By Sgt. Robin Perry 

MINDEN 
Friends, family and fellow Guards

men gathered in Minden, March 16, 
to honor retired Command Sgt. Maj. 
Johnny R. Morrow as he was inducted 
into the Louisiana National Guard Hall 
of Fame. 

Brig. Gen. Glenn H. Curtis, the adju
tant general of the LANG, and Maj. Gen. 
Bennett C. Landreneau, the recently 
retired adjutant general under whom 
Morrow served as state command ser
geant major, both praised Morrow's 
dedication to the LANG and to the non
commissioned officer's corps. 

"You are a Soldier's Soldier- always 
leading from the front." said Curtis. 

Along with numerous award pre
sentations, a portrait of Morrow was 
unveiled, which will join the portraits 
of the 15 other Hall of Fame members 
in Fleming Hall at Jackson Barracks in 
New Orleans. The portrait holds special 
significance because the artist. Capt. 
Heather Englehart, is the first member 
of the LANG to be commissioned to 
paint a Hall of Fame portrait. 

"The only reason I'm here is because 
of all you out there," insisted Morrow in 
response to the accolades he received. 

Morrow was born in Jonesboro and 
graduated from Jonesboro Hodge 
High School in May 1964. Morrow now 

Soldiers oYI the Louisiana NatlonaJ Guard's 1-141st FJeld AttiHery Battaliott pay tribute to the unit"s fa!Ien Soldiers at a 
wreath-laying ceremony held at Metairie Cemetery ill New Orleans, Oct.15, 2011. The 173 year--()/d-unil has been active 
!VI every confllct since the Civil War. U.S. Anny photo: pfc_ Joshua L. Barnett, 241st Mobile PubliC Affairs Detachment 

resides in Pineville and is married to the 
former Mary Jo Stillwell, of Bossier City. 
They have one daughter, Brandi Morrow 
of Georgetown, Ky.; three sons, Brian, 
Sean, and David of Pineville; and nine 
grandchildren. 

The Louisiana National Guard Hall of 
Fame was established to honor former 
LANG members who distinguished 
themselves in their military and civilian 
endeavors. To be eligible for admission 
to the Hall of Fame, a nominee must 
have at least five years of creditable ser
vice in the LANG and have served faith
fully and honorably as an officer, warrant 
officer or enlisted member. • 

WASHINGTON ARTILLERY 
REMEMBERS THEIR FALLEN 
1-141ST PAYS TRIBUTE TO UIITS 
173-YW HISTORY 
By Pfc. Joshua L. Barnett 

NEW ORLEANS 
The Louisiana National Guard's 

1-141 st Field Artillery Battalion (Wash
ington Artillery) paid tribute to its fallen 
Soldiers during a wreath-laying cer
emony near the unit's monument at 
Metairie Cemetery in New Orleans, Oct. 
15,2011. 

"It is a great honor to be here to 
remember those who have served and 
gone before us," said Maj. Steven M. 
Finney, commander of the 173-year
old unit headquartered at Jackson Bar
racks. 

The ceremony, started in 1965 by 
the Washington Artillery Veterans Asso
ciation to honor the heritage of the 
regiment's past, gives the LANG an 
opportunity to celebrate the importance 
of the National Guard in general and to 

recognize the notable achievements of 
the Washington Artillery. 

The Washington Artillery is the oldest 
militia unit in Louisiana and the oldest 
Field Artillery Battalion outside the 
original thirteen colonies. It has a long 
and storied history in the state from its 
involvement in emergency operations 
such as Hurricanes Katrina and Rita 
to its involvement in the Civil War and 
recent two deployments to Iraq in sup
port of Operations Iraqi Freedom and 
New Dawn. • 
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During a simulated exerr;ise, Soldiers practice 
evacuating an InJUred Soldier during the first multi
component Wsrrior Leader Course at the Camp 
Beauregard Range Complex hosted by the Louisiana 
National Guard, Nov. 15, 2011. The LANG provided 
training for National Guardsmen, Reserve and active
duty Soldiers from Fort Polk, Nov. 4-18, 2011. 
Pholo: 2nd Lt.. R«<t/!1111 AIMone. Louisinl HIDinlll GUillll Public 
AlllitsQb 

NATIDNAL GUARD TRAINS 
RCTIVE·DUTY SOLDIERS 
FIRST MULMOMPOIEII 
CWS IUDUIIU 
By 2nd Lt. Rebekah Malone 

PINEVILLE 
The louisiana National Guard trained 

active-duty Soldiers from Fort Polk, along 
with Guardsmen and Reservists from 
throughout the country during the first 
multi-component Warrior Leader Course 
at Camp Cook in Ball, Nov. 4-18. 

Held at Louisiana National Guard's 
Regional Training Institute, 1st Noncom
missioned Officer Academy Battalion, 
at Camp Cook in Ball, the hard-hitting 
course combines what each component 
does separately, but in an integrated 
environment. Hosted by the LANG, the 
course provided training to active-duty, 
Reserve and Guard Soldiers. 
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"Everything went picture perfect. It was 
very smooth," said Louisiana Guards
man Master Sgt. Mario LeDuc, NCO 
education system branch chief. "We set 
high standards for ourselves so we give 
higher quality training to the Soldiers." 

Louisiana Guardsman Sgt. Kasi 
Miller, a member of Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company, 256th Infantry 
Brigade Combat Team, said the training 
has helped both components under
stand each other better. 

"We fight together overseas, so this 
training provides a lot more cohesion," 
she said. "There are a lot of stereotypes 
with the National Guard. We're able to 
show them that we're all Soldiers, and 
we fight for the same team." 

"It's been an eye-opening experience 
looking for the same leadership traits. 
They [National Guard] don't slack off on 
the standard," said active-duty Soldier 
Sgt. Christy Flores with the Joint Readi
ness Training Center's NCO academy 
at Fort Polk. "I have learned a lot. All 
components work together to accom
plish one objective." 

"The Warrior Leader Course is the 
first of four formal noncommissioned 
leadership courses a future NCO will 
attend throughout his Army career. It 
sets the basis for leadership at the ser
geant and staff sergeant level as the first 
formal development of tomorrow's lead
ers," said Command Sgt. Maj. William 
Migues, commandant of the Guard's 
NCO Academy. 

"This multi-component course was a 
success. Our goal was for it to be trans
parent as to who was active component 
and reserve component for both instruc
tors and students," he said. • 

ZD t Z NEW DALEANS 
MARATHON •.. 
AND RDFID MARCH 
By 2nd Lt. Nicholas Glatzer, 1084th 
Transportation Company 

SLIDELL 
On March 4 at 7 a.m., Soldiers from 

the Louisiana National Guard's 1 084th 
and 1 087th Transportation Companies, 
joined by Soldiers from the Texas Army 
National Guard, lined up to participate 
in the 3rd annual New Orleans Rock 
'n' Roll Marathon and Half Marathon to 

benefit the American Cancer Society. 
Wearing Army Combat Uniforms and 

boots, and carrying 40-pound rucksacks, 
the Soldiers completed the half mara
thon as a road march. "One of the main 
reasons for running the race in full uni
form was simply to challenge ourselves 
to see if we had the intestinal fortitude 
to accomplish the mission", said Capt. 
Chad Ford, commander of the 1084th. 
"Our goal was to exceed Army Air 
Assault school standards of 15-minute 
miles for the entire 13.1 miles." To meet 
that challenge the Soldiers set a pace 
of two and a half minutes of jogging or 
"Airborne shuffle" and five minutes of 
fast marching. 

Spectators gathered along the route 
to support the participants, watch the 
live bands, and cheer the American flag 
as Ford carried it high above the crowd. 
One of the most rewarding moments of 
the day occurred near Jackson Square 
when every patron enjoying brunch out
side Cafe du Monde gave a standing 
ovation as the troops ran past. 

The Guardsmen started out at a fast 
clip, but as fatigue set in and blisters 
grew, each step became more painful 
than the last. Energy levels dropped 
when the crowds thinned out along 
Esplanade Avenue for the home stretch, 
leaving the Soldiers and other partici
pants to motivate each other with mutual 
shouts of encouragement. Rounding the 
final turn into the driveway of the New 
Orfeans Museum of Art, the Soldiers 
broke into a run for the final dash to the 
finish. With a time of three hours and 
seven minutes, they beat their goal by 
nine minutes. 

At the recovery area, tired but happy, 
they collected finisher medals from the 
helpful volunteers and went to the medi
cal tent to wrap their abused feet. With 
sweat dripping down his forehead and a 
big smile on his face, Sgt. Casey Dotson 
proclaimed, "Besides the fact my feet 
are killing me and my legs have turned 
to jelly, it really was a blast!" • 

- CaptionRighl--------

$pc, Paul Slonaker, Sgt. C8sey Dotson, Capt. 
Chad Ford, end 2nd Lt Nicholes Glatzer, 
moments before the stalf of the race. 
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LCR TERMS WITH 
FAMILY PRDGRFIM!I 
TD HELP CHILDREN 
By Dr. Cindy Escandell, Director of 
Psychological Health, lANG 

STATEWIDE 
Each year Louisiana Counseling 

Association members participate in a 
National Guard project and undertake 
a project to help service members 
and families of the Louisiana National 
Guard. For the past several years, LCA 
members collected teddy bears at their 
annual conference and donated them to 
LANG children for Christmas. 

In 2011, prior to the annual confer· 
ence in Baton Rouge, LCA announced 
thatthe National Guard Project would be 
collecting toys for Operation Christmas 
Angel, a project of the Office of Family 
Programs Child & Youth Services. LCA 
members brought toys to the conference 
and continued to collect toys and money 

until the week of Christmas. Several 
school counselors introduced Operation 
Christmas Angel at their schools with 
school children and staff also contrib· 
uting to the project. Service members 
from the Child & Youth Program went 
to these schools and to LCA meetings 
throughout the state to collect the toys 
and financial donations. LCA donated 
approximately $500 and 400 toys to 
Operation Christmas Angel. 

Family Programs director Capt. Wil· 
liam Saint said, "The successful collabo· 
ration between both organizations not 
only generated exposure and educa· 
tion with regard to military children and 
the issues they are faced with, but also 
provided the Office of Family Programs 
networking and resources within LCA." 

"Because of the efforts from LCA and 
its members, the Louisiana National 
Guard Office of Family Programs was 
able to provide LANG children with 
a brighter and merrier Christmas," 

Sgt. Robert Gordon and Sgt. Caleb Guii!cry help collect 
donations for Operation Christmas Angel. 

reported Angela Ott, director of Child & 
Youth Services. 

Many members of LCA throughoutthe 
state provide free or reduced·fee coun· 
seling for members of the military and 
their families. A full listing of counselors 
can be found at www.lacounseling.org 
under the National Guard Project. • 
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MFA can pay up to $10,000 
for one claim per active-duty 
order in a 12-month period 

The Military Family Assistance 
Fund (MFA) helps members of 
louisiana National Guard and 

Louisiana Military Reserves and 
their families cope with financial 
hardships they may encounter 

when they are placed on 
active-duty status. 

MFA is funded by private 
donations from individuals 

and corporations. All donations 
are tax-deductible. 

For more information 
about applying for funds 
or donating to the MFA 

call 1·817-GEAUX-VA 
or go to www.vetaffairs.la.gov 
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LOUISIANA NATIONAL 
GUARD YOUTH CAMPS 

Youth Leadership Camp 
7-11 jUNE 2012 

C AMP BEAUREGARD 
(ages 14-18- in school) 

YLC is designed for dependants of the Louisiana National Guard. 
Camp will prove to be fun, rewarding and educational to all those who 
attend. Activities will include rappelling, Leaders Reaction Course, 
ropes/obstacle courses, team building, swimming and canoeing, self 
improvement and interpersonal skills, and CPR instruction. 

Additionally, youth will be selected from YLC to attend 2012 
Kids' AT 12-15 june 2012 as junior Counselors. Youth who will 
be considered for junior Counselor positions must demonstrate, at 
minimum, leadership skills, positive character traits and ability to 
get along with others. 

For more Information, please contact 
LANG Child and Youth Program at 225-761-6750. 

Camp is designed for dependants of the Louisiana National 
Guard. Campers must be between the ages of 8-1.'3. Camp will 
prove to be a week of fun and friendship for our Guard Kids. 
Campers will participate in events such as rocket construction, 
flight simulation, marching and cadence, ropes and confidence 
courses, swimming and static displays. Campers will learn first 
hand what it is like when their Soldier or Airman is away at drill 
and Annual Training. In addition, campers will be able to live 
the week with other "military kids" just like themselves and learn 
they are not alone in their experiences and feelings. 

Bus transportation will be available from North and South 
Louisiana on a first served basis. Space is limited. Please 
contact Louisiana National Guard Child and Youth Program 
225-761-6750. 

Applications are also being 
accepted for Adult Volunteers. 
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Mission: to honor and en1po-wer 
wounded warriors 

For more information, visit 
woundedwarriorproject.org 

DUTY * HONOR * COURAGE * COMMITMENT * INTEGRITY * COUNTRY * SERVICE 
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