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BOOTS IN THE SAND

Operation: Desert Storm

New Era, New Threats

Establishing air supremacy, coalition

By the late 1980s, international security forces launched the ground war in late

concerns shifted from Communism to “rogue February. Kuwait was liberated within

nations.” Saddam Hussein, the dictator of days. Despite the large size of the Iraqi

Irag, became more aggressive in the Middle army, units near the border all but

East. In 1990, Iraq invaded neighboring Kuwait. evaporated in the face of concentrated
and technologically superior allied forces.

The United Nations immediately condemned Coalition forces quickly entered Iraq as

the invasion and demanded withdrawal. the regime submitted and a cease-fire

Seeking to protect U.S. allies in the region and was declared.

protect the sovereignty of Kuwait, U.S.

President George H.W. Bush initiated Saddam Hussein

“Operation: Desert shield,” a mobilization of T

the U.S. military. The administration pulled
together a coalition of 36 nations to provide
troops, supplies, bases of operation, money,
and airspace.

Saddam Hussein rose to power
in Iraq in the 1970s, officially
becoming President in 1979. He
consolidated his authority ;
through intimidation and sheer .
brutality. In the 1980s, Iraq was seen as
a counter-balance to neighboring Iran,
another U.S. enemy. By the end of the
decade, however, Hussein had become
a threat to the entire Middle East
region.

Hussein ignored a UN ultimatum to leave
Kuwait by mid-January. “Operation: Desert
Storm” was implemented on January 17, 1991.
It began with the bombing of Iragi military
targets. Iraq countered with Scud missile
attacks on Israel and Saudi Arabia.
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TENT LIFE

Everyday Living in Saudi Arabia

The day to day living conditions in a war time
environment had improved since the earlier
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Saddam Hussein’s regime was known to
use gas attacks on its own people. Our
Soldiers and Airmen had to live with the
constant possibility of a chemical attack.
MOPP gear was provided for protection
against toxic environments. MOPP is an
acronym for “Mission Oriented Protective
Posture.” It was worn at “Level 4,” the
highest level of protection, meaning all
equipment available was to be used. The
roar and explosions of Patriot missiles,
countering Scud missile attacks, regularly
loomed over the heads of American forces.
The Scud attacks were dangerous, but no
chemical weapons were used against u.s.
troops.




ALICE PACK

All-Purpose Lightweight Individual Carrying Equipment

The All Purpose Lightweight Individual Carrying
Equipment (ALICE) pack was adopted by the
U.S. Army in January 1973. It was in use until
2001, when it was replaced by the Modular
Lightweight Load-Carrying Equipment (MOLLE).

One System, Two Loads
|

The ALICE system utilized the concept of separate
fighting and existence loads, with the soldier
carrying only the items necessary to complete the
immediate mission at hand. The specific items in
each of the loads is determined by the Unit

Commander. Even with this lighter and more ALICE Equipment Belt

evenly distributed load, these packs would often
weigh between 40 and 85 pounds.

The existence load, carried in the ALICE Field
Pack, consisted of items which were required to
sustain or protect the soldier, such as extra
clothing and boots, a bedroll, and rations. When
possible, the existence load items were
transported by other means. Otherwise both
the fighting and existence loads were carried by
the soldier.

The fighting load, carried on the ALICE
Equipment Belt and Suspenders, included
items such as a canteen, entrenching tool,
first aid kit, small arms and ammunition,
and any other items that were essential to
the accomplishment of the immediate
mission of the foot soldier.

ALICE Field Pack
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Artwork by SFC P . Varisano, U.S. Army Collection




527" ENGINEER BATTALION

With Pride We Build

24 February,r
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“SMILE AS YOU ROLL THROUGH HARMS WAY”




159t MASH

The 159th Mobile Army Surgical Hospital (New
Orleans) was activated in early December of 1990
and deployed overseas on January 9, 1991.
Consisting of 240 Soldiers, the unit was assigned
to the 341st Medical Group, acting in dire

“Saudi Gras”

The 159th MASH brought a little bit o
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159t FIGHTER WING

A FT E R T H E STO R M Operation Southern Watch

“Operation Southern Watch,” From 1992 to 2003, was also
intended to keep the skies clear of Iraqi aircraftin the
Southern portion of the nation. The operation was a response
to Iraqi strafing attacks on the Shiite population in that re'gioq. :.|
Southern Watch continued until just before President George
W. Bush’s 2003 invasion of that nation.

Known as “The First Iraq War” or “The Gulf War,”
Operation Desert Storm resulted in the
temporary containment of Saddam Hussein’s
Iraq. U.S. Military missions continued into the
decade under George H.W. Bush and his
successor, Bill Clinton.

Operation Northern Watch

Economic sanctions were imposed on Iraq throughout the
1990s. President Clinton launched occasional missile strikes
“Operation Northern Watch,” based in the against the rogue nation when its dictator threatened more
Northern section of Iraq, succeeded Operation aggression. Saddam Hussein was known to use chemical
Provide Comfort in 1997. It was a joint effort weapons against his own people. The possibility of the

by the U.S., the United Kingdom, and Turkey to dictator using such weapons of mass destruction eventually
continue the protection of the Kurds. contributed to President George W. Bush’s justification of

“No Fly Zones” were created over parts of Iraq to
protect portions of Iraq’s population that Saddam
Hussein might target for punishment. The
Louisiana Air National Guard’s 159th Fighter
Wing took part in these missions.

osal then the 2003 invasion of Iraq by U.S. forces.
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DOMESTIC ACTIVATIONS




NOTABLE LEADERS




Yellow Ribbon

e o |
The yellow ribbon is a traditioﬁal symbol of support
for the troops. Inthe U.S., the display of a yellow
ribbon was a symbol of support for hostages held
at the U.S. embassy in Iran in 1979. Yellow ribbons
re-emerged as a popular symbol in 1990 as U.S.
Soldiers, Airmen, Marines, and Sailors departed for
the Middle East. They could be seen tied around
trees, on t-shirts, as lapel pins, and in many other
forms. The ribbons came to symbolize the patriotic
surge in the American public during Operations
Desert Shield and Desert Storm.

1991 Endymion commemorative
Desert Storm Mardi Gras doubloon

as a global superp

Welcome Home
|
In a stark contrast to Vietnam, the soldiers of
Operations Desert Shield/Desert Storm were
vigorously supported by the American populace.
When they returned, they were given a hero’s
welcome.

The short war reinforced the United States’ status
ower, despite the end of the
Cold War with the collapsed
oviet Union.

own to the triumphant
tion, Desert Storm was

ly a precursor to the

al wars in its future. The
ed States would return to
n 2003 as part of the
lobal War on Terror.




