NATIVE AMERICAN BURIALS
AT JACKSON BARRACKS

Many tribal people died on the Indian Removal route that went
through New Orleans. Most of their names are lost to history.
However, there are three Native Americans buried at Jackson
Barracks whose lives are known.
The death of another notable chief,
Thlocklo Tustenuggee, known as Tiger
Tail in English, in March 1843, was also
widely reported. All indications are that
he was buried in the Jackson Barracks
cemetery.

Ote Emathla, known as Jumper in English, was an important
Seminole war chief who contracted tuberculosis soon after being
detained at Jackson Barracks. He died on April 18, 1838, after
spending the last two months of his life on a sick bed. His obituary
details his military funeral with “The military and a number of
citizens” in attendance. Jumper’s death was reported extensively in
American newspapers, according him great renown. Typical of the
era, this same short paragraph appeared in dozens of newspapers:
Another Captive Chief Gone. – Jumper, the distinguished Seminole
chief, died at the Barracks in New Orleans on the morning of the
18th April, and was buried in the afternoon.
– In his coffin were placed his tobacco, his pipe, his rifle, and other
equipments, according to his people’s custom.

Most of the tribal people passing
through New Orleans were not chiefs
and their deaths received no public
notice. A Seminole woman’s remains
were accidently uncovered in January
2005 during a construction project. This
discovery led to the identification of the
post burial ground. She died sometime
between 1837 and 1859 and was buried
wearing a ferrous adornment, possibly
an epaulet, covering her left shoulder,
layers of necklaces, made of shells,
silver, and more than 1,275 blue and
clear glass beads. These materials
identified her as a member of the
Seminole tribe.
Her remains were
reinterred nearby.

