SEMINOLE TRIBE
The Seminole Tribe emerged in 18th century Florida from several Native
American groups that coalesced on the peninsula. Creeks from Georgia and
Alabama began moving into Florida in the early 1700s, in resistance to
European expansion into their homelands. The interior of Florida was sparsely
populated, a result of the diseases introduced by the Spanish explorers of the
16th century.
The surviving bands of Florida Indians, such as the Calusa and Tequesta,
gradually joined with the newcomers, blending their customs and cultures. The
tribe was further enlarged by runaway slaves from the English colonies near
Florida’s northern border, Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi. Under Spanish
rule, slaves who made their way into Florida were recognized as free people.
The Spanish term Cimrrones, meaning “wild ones” or “runaways,” was
corrupted into “Seminole” and came to embrace all the Indians in Florida.

The tribe’s acceptance of runaways and the Spanish government’s
acquiescence incensed slaveowners to the north. Border tensions between the
English and French colonies and Florida increased throughout the 18th and
early 19th centuries, becoming even more hostile under the United States.
Armed warfare frequently erupted, culminating in General Andrew Jackson’s
1818 march into Florida. The next year Spain ceded the colony to the United
States.
Efforts by the new U.S. government to restrict Seminoles to reservations were
met with stiff resistance. This determination escalated with the Indian
Removal Act of 1830 that ordered all tribal people to move west of the
Mississippi River. A few Seminoles agreed and in 1832 they were put on ships
and sent across the Gulf of Mexico on their journey to Indian Territory (now
Oklahoma). The majority of Seminoles fiercely resisted removal and war broke
out, lasting until 1858. An estimated 4,200 Florida Indians were sent west but a
small band of Seminoles eluded capture and remained in their homeland. This
small group grew into the Seminole Tribe of Florida. The tribal group that
moved west became the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma. Today both of these
federally recognized tribes nurture and safeguard Seminole culture and history.

