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NTC rotation a grand success

By Capt. Ed Bush
Deputy PAO

In his opening comments at the recent
National Training Center “Hotwash” held in
Durham, N.C., Lt. Gen. Roger C. Schultz,
Director of the Army National Guard,
referred to Louisiana’s rotation through the
premier training site in the United States
Army as “an overwhelming success.”

The Hotwash provided the setting for
the official passing of the NTC Torch as the
members of the Pelican State Task Force
and the Louisiana Brigade officially closed
their books on Operation Tiger Strike.

Inaddition to passing the torch,
Louisiana turmed over volumes of After
Action Reports, copies of a two-inch book
titled “Lessons Learned,”” and a multitude of
compact disks that could have been titled
“Everything you wanted to know about
NTC but were afraid to ask!”

All of this information was passed on
to North Carolina and Tennessee - the next
two states scheduled for NTC rotations.

As Guardsmen throughout Louisiana
brush off the last of the Mojave Desert
sand, let’s reflect on some of the particular
accomplishments of our rotation.

SAFETY: The Louisiana National
Guard transported over 6,500 soldiers from
Louisiana to California, and then safely
home again. Additionally, the Guard con-
ducted rigorous training in a hostile environ-
ment as well as operated and worked with
all types of heavy equipment ranging from
tanks to trains and from helicopters to
HET’s. The Louisiana National Guard did all
this for over seven weeks and not one

Guardsmen suffered a serious injury. Cadre
from NTC commented that they could not
remember ever having such a safe rotation.

EQUIPMENT TURN IN: Ninety-six
percent of the equipment the Guard drew
from NTC facilities was returned in a fully
operational status. Such a high retumn rate is
unprecedented for NTC and reflects highly
not only on the Guard’s maintenance
systems, but on the emphasis of the Louisi-
ana Guard’s leadership.

ENVIRONMENTAL PRO-
GRAMS: California has the most stringent
environmental protection legislation inthe
country. The Louisiana National Guard was
not only a true caretaker of the land, but in
the areas of soil contamination and spill
prevention, its environmental section broke
records. Over 100,000 pounds LESS
contaminated soil than the previous rotation
was processed and Bill Vincena, of the
NTC Environmental Department, referred
to the Louisiana Guard as “‘superstars in his
eyes!”

PSTEF: The ability of the Pelican State
Task Force to come together and overcome
countless obstacles ensured the success of
the Brigade and demonstrated true excel-
lence. Over 200 pieces of equipment were
line-hauled and 485 rail cars with 1,600

pieces of equipment were sent to California.
Over 6,500 soldiers from 19 different states
were processed through the rotation. The
numbers are staggering, the challenge was
monumental, and the success is noteworthy.

256" Brigade: Observer-controllers
from NTC will be the first to say that the
National Training Center experience is not
about winning or losing the battle(s) against
the Opposing Force. In fact, the deck is
stacked against the rotating unit.

But when the dust settled, and
ENDEX was called, the scorecard showed
that the warriors of the Tiger Brigade had
twice penetrated the OPFOR defense and
forced commitment of all of the OPFOR
combat multipliers. In translation, the
OPFOR is going to remember Louisiana for
along, longtime.

Gen. Freddie E. McFarren, com-
manding general of the 5" U.S. Army,
commended the Louisiana National Guard
and its rotation through NTC. “Inno other
outfithave I seen the quality and quantity of
leaders atall levels that exists in this organi-
zation,” McFarren said. “Itis truly the key to
your fantastic success out here. This was an
absolutely superb rotation.”

Hats off Louisiana!
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256TH INFANTRY BRIGADE TESTS READINESS, SYNCHRONIZATION

By Spec. Jessica E. Revell
Det. 1,102 MPAD

FORTIRWIN, Calif. — In the Mojave
Desert where temperatures reach a scorching 120
degrees and snakes, scorpions and coyotes
meander, the native Krasnovians anticipate their
next victims.

The unbearable heat and mountainous
terrain are an advantage to this Opposing Force as
they defend their homeland. It’s a routine battle
with a repeated victory, but this time could be
different.

What seems to be a dust storm is a
mirage, the fog of war, and behind it the advancing
signs of a force equally equipped.

The nation’s number one enhanced
combat brigade is scheduled to uphold their title
once again. InJuly, the 256" Infantry Brigade from
Lafayette and other Louisiana Guardsmen will
participate in a set of ““played”” war games at the
National Training Center in Fort Irwin, Calif, to
prove that they can fight and win anywhere in the
world.

As an enhanced readiness brigade, the
256" is required to complete an NTC rotation once
every eight years.

“The enhanced readiness brigades, or e-

At NTC, the Brigade's buiding power included the M109 Paladin, a weapon capable of

brigades, are designed to be highly trained and
ready to be deployed anywhere in the world in a
very short time. This means that our training
standards and personal standards have to be quite
high. There’s no fooling around,” Command Sgt.
Maj. Donald Hemphill said.

Hempill knows that actual war is not the
place for mistakes. That’s why the brigade has
been preparing for this deployment for the past
three years.

“One of the things that will help us is that
98 percent of the leaders in the brigade have been
here throughout the entire train up,” Hemphill,
senior enlisted Guardsman of the 256th, said.

In the summer 02000, the 256" com-
pleted a full dress mission rehearsal at Fort Hood,
Texas. The goal was to uncover potential
weakness or problems that could later hinder
proficiency in the unit.

“It was also important for the soldiers to
work together and learn how each other thinks and
operates. That comes in handy during a deploy-
ment like this,” Hemphill said.

Unit cohesion was definitely tested at
Fort Irwin. NTC provides an as-close-to-real-war
scenario without using live fire. The OPFOR
playground 0f430,000 acres provides a challeng-
ing battlefield, which allows no cover or conceal-

reaching vast distances in any weather environment. The Paladin, a recent addition to the

Brigade's fire power, is state of the art.

ment. The most modern equipment and tactics will
be used to create a realistic training environment.

The goal of the 256" was not to win, but
to enhance readiness, utilize combined arms, and
improve their ability to synchronize.

“This exercise will test whether we have
been training as smart as we should be. This will
also show how well trained our junior leaders are.
Our strength will be tested, our equipment
challenged,” Hemphill said.

Thousands of pieces of equipment have
been railed from Louisiana and unloaded in
California. After the Brigade’s arrival, they will
inspect and draw equipment daily for the first
week.

Next, the Brigade, now known as Blue
Force, will enter the maneuver box where they will
compete in four force-on-force battles for victory.

Awaiting them “in the box,” OPFOR
soldiers, dressed in desert camouflage adorned
with black berets and often seated in the turret of
replicated foreign vehicles. They are precise,
competitive, unrelenting and painfully realistic.

“Each day our command will be chal-
lenged by a constantly changing situation. By our
command I mean from the commanding officer all
the way down to that young soldier who has only
been home from basic training for a few weeks
before coming out here,” Hemphill said.

Not only will they engage in force-on-
force battles, but their reaction to civilians and the
media in time of war will also be tested.

*“ They were never taught how to deal
with civilians on a battlefield. Here is a big part of
the learning process. When dealing with the
media, they will have to know what is appropriate
to say and what isn’t. They will also have to know
when not to say anything at all and refer a reporter
to a senior NCO (non-commussioned officer) or
officer,” Hemphill said.

The training they will receive here can
only result in a win-win situation. Ifthey emerge
victorious, they have practiced soldier skills and
have increased readiness. If they are defeated, at
least they have found their weaknesses and know
what areas need improving.

After successfully sustaining the force,
the 256" will turn in their equipment and return
home July28-29.

“When this mission ends and these
Guardsmen and women return home, I hope the
people of Louisiana will come out and welcome
them. They will get the job done and I want the
folks back home to know that these are some great
citizen soldiers that they can all be proud of,”
Hemphill said.
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Guard’s desert training impressive to visittors

By Dusty M. Shenofsky
LANG State PAO

CAMPBEAUREGARD —A group of 32 state senators, elected
officials and employers recently traveled to Fort Irwin, Calif. — where the
Louisiana National Guard is conducting its largest combat training exercise
since 1987 and its largest deployment as a group since Operation Desert
Storm/Shield — to see what it takes to be a Guardsman.

Approximately 5,000 Guard soldiers are currently conducting
heavy combat training against a world-class opposing force at the U.S.
Army’s National Training Center in Fort [rwin. NTC spans the Mojave
Desert and provides realistic heavy combat training for enhanced
mechanized brigades, such as the Guard’s 256" Infantry Brigade,
headquartered in Lafayette.

The trip, sponsored by the Employer Support of the Guard and
Reserve, afforded attendees the chance to see firsthand the top quality
training the Louisiana National Guard undergoes and just exactly what a
soldier does as a member of one of the leading Guard organization’s in the
nation. This trip was one of four on which state legislators; local and state
government leaders; local and state law enforcement agents; local and
state community leaders; and Guard employers traveled to the desert to
see the Guard in action.

“Irecognize the awesome responsibility placed upon our
Louisiana Guardsmen who must be ready at all times for possible combat
duty,” Sen. Jerry Thomas, R-La., said. “It’s imperative that our Guard has
proper training now, more than ever. They may be called to active combat
duty at any time and must be fully prepared to respond. This visit
convinced me that our adjutant general, Maj. Gen. Bennett C. Landreneau,
and our Louisiana leadership is committed to providing the best training
experience available to ensure their readiness state is tops should they be
called upon by the governor or the president. ”

Training at NTC is tough and indeed real-world training for the
Guard’s federal mission. It entails the logistical challenge of rapidly
deploying 2,169 pieces of equipment including tanks, Bradley fighting
vehicles and Humvees; and the deployment of the thousands of soldiers
involved in the rotations. Everything the Guard needs to fight this battle
and survive in the heat of the desert must be taken with them and once
again re-deployed to home station once the mission is completed.

Such tough training surprised Sen. Fred Hoyt, D-La., who said
his only real exposure to the Guard came in the form of disaster aid and
the Youth Challenge Program, rather than real-world missions such as
those being trained for at NTC.

“Itruly had little exposure to the Guard before this trip,” Hoyt
said. “To see the hat the Guard wears while training for its federal mission
isextremely impressive to me. Visiting the troops at NTC certainly
enlightened me on the capacity of the Guard and its ability to mobilize and
implement an attack —it’s second to none.”

Lafayette resident Linda Gremillion agreed with Hoyt and said
although she had been exposed to some training the Guard performed at
Fort Polk earlier this year, the trip to NTC was “‘extremely impressive and

Members of the group were able to visit soldiers and get a closer
look at equipment while in the Mojave Desert at the National
Training Center in Fort Irwin, Calif. These trips were sponsored by
the Employers Support of the Guard and Reserve.

enlightening

“The logistics of bringing the equipment and personnel to
California to conduct such a massive exercise is quite an undertaking,”
Gremillion said. “I am most impressed at how very well the Louisiana
National Guard planned for this mission and
how well they implemented that plan.”

Atthe center of the Guard’s NTC rotation is the Tiger Brigade,
Louisiana’s 256" Brigade, whose soldiers are being put to the test under
the toughest training the Army offers.

Astoday’s Army is relying more and more on its reserve
components as a result of downsizing, the Guard must complete more
rigorous training, such as that offered at NTC, and be on the cutting edge
of today’s technology in order to fill these shoes.

While the Guard has a tri-fold mission at the state, federal and
civil levels, the 256"’s federal mission calls for the brigade to back-fill the
5" Army Corps during a Major Theater of War Conflict in the Pacific
Theater. This means that Louisiana’s 256" Brigade is postured as the first
unit in the nation to be activated if such a conflict were to break out.

Being one of only eight enhanced mechanized brigades in the
nation, the 256" must undergo training at NTC every eight years. Fighting
against the active-duty Army’s 11® Armored Cavalry Regiment— who is
stationed at NTC and trains day-in and day-out to win wars, the soldiers
of the 256™ have their work cut out for them.

But the 256" stands ready. Ranked by the Department of
Defense at the No. 1 enhanced brigade in the nation, its soldiers are ready

See ESGR on Page 15
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Economics 101: THE Cost oF GoING To WAR

By Master Sgt. John Sullivan
Det. 1, 102" MPAD

FORT IRWIN, Calif. — The cost of going to war, even a simulated one, can
be staggering.

According to figures released by Maj. Gen. Bennett C. Landreneau’s
office at Jackson Barracks in New Orleans, the cost of moving more than
5,000 Louisiana National Guard personnel to this base in the Mojave
Desert will cost about $30 million.

A spokesman for Landreneau, adjutant general of the Louisiana Na-
tional Guard, said that members of the 256" Infantry Brigade (Mecha-
nized) along with members of other units from across the state are cur-
rently enroute to Fort Irwin to take part in Operation Tiger Strike.

The 256" Brigade is headquartered in Lafayette but has units in New
Orleans, Shreveport, Lake Charles, Alexandria, Opelousas, New Iberia,
Houma and Ville Platte.

By July 8, Landreneau said, the entire Louisiana contingent will be at
Fort Irwin to take part in a series of war games in one of the nation’s only
bases that allows large-scale armor formations to maneuver. He added
that Louisiana National Guard troops would remain in California until
August when the entire exercise is completed.

The $30 million figure includes pay, the cost of shipping the equip-
ment and troops to California as well as for the repair and maintenance of
equipment used in Operation Tiger Strike.

But, according to Col. Lloyd Lacoste with the Louisiana National
Guard’s state headquarters at Jackson Barracks, there is no accurate way
to attach a dollar amount to the training the guard troops are receiving

here.

“Is this money well spent?” Lacoste said. “Yes. How can you fix a
price tag on the type of training that every soldier is getting out here?”

The colonel explained that the training here at Fort Irwin involves
more than just members of the 256" Brigade going into battle.

“Everyone thinks about the war fighters,” Lacoste said. “But what
about the people supporting them? This is the job they would do in a
real-world situation. From privates to colonels, everyone is getting train-
ing out here that we couldn’t do back home.”

As a member of the staff supporting the 256" Brigade, Lacoste said
from his vantage point, the money being spent for Operation Tiger Strike
1S a wise investment.

“We leave here better trained and at a higher state or readiness,”
Lacoste said. “There is no real way to put a dollar figure on that.”

Landreneau said that the Louisiana National Guard’s annual eco-
nomic impact in the state is now $300.6 million.

“The total federal economic impact of the Louisiana Guard on the
state 1s based on the cost of training, clothing, feeding, education and
paying personnel; providing modern weapons and equipment; and build-
ing and maintaining training facilities and armories,” Landreneau said.

A breakdown of that figures shows:
$52.6 million for North Louisiana;
$52.4 million for Central Louisiana;
$77.7 million for South Louisiana;
$20.8 million for the North Shore of Lake Ponchatrain; and
$96.9 million for the New Orleans region.

LouisiaNA’S T1IGER BRIGADE HAs HiGH PROFILE, HIGH IMPACT

By Sgt. Kevin Cowan
Det. 1,102™ MPAD

FORT IRWIN, Calif. — The Tiger
Brigade from Lafayette is attracting a lot of
attention.

Not only are they getting noticed by
the 11" Armored Cavalry Regiment who
plays the enemy here at the National
Training Center, they are being noticed by
some heavy-hitting VIPs.

The 256™ Infantry Brigade (Mecha-
nized) traveled to NTC to participate in
“Operation Tiger Strike,” a series of war
games used to evaluate their combat power,
readiness, and effectiveness. According to
the Department of Defense, the Department
of the Army and the National Guard
Bureau, the Brigade is the number one
Separate Enhanced Brigade in the nation,
which means because of their past perfor-
mance they are entitled to the most current
equipment and extra funding to train on
that equipment.

“I didn’t want to miss the opportu-
nity. [ was anxious to be a part of what the
Louisiana National Guard was doing,”
explained Louisiana State Senator Jay
Dardenne from Baton Rouge who made the
trip to visit the troops and to get a feel of
what the operation was all about. “It’s
great to be first and to be respected by
your peers across the country and the
Louisiana National Guard obviously is.”

Dardenne, Chairman of the Senate
Finance Committee, emphasized that this
exercise is necessary.

“The needs of the National Guard are
not a frivolous concern. It’s something
that’s very real. It’s an important prepara-
tion and organizational opportunity for our
soldiers and it obviously bodes well for the
State of Louisiana.”

Col. Hunt Downer, civil affairs officer
for the Pelican State Task Force supporting
“Operation Tiger Strike,” said that al-
though Fort Polk is a great training oppor-
tunity, it is restrictive because of size and

terrain. But at NTC, the premier military
training center in the United States,
battalion and brigade size units can
maneuver and operate on a much larger
scale.

Training on this scale is important,
not only for the brigade to keep its en-
hanced status, but also to maintain pre-
paredness.

“The challenge is to keep them
ready,” said Lt. Gen. Roger Schultz,
Director of the Army National Guard. “A
level of readiness is realized by way of
training like this.

“In terms of our nation’s military
strategy, the 256 (Infantry Brigade) is one
of the brigades we are counting on to be
ready should we have a national emer-
gency, something that requires a mission
beyond the current combat units in the
active force,” said Schultz. “They are the
highest priority combat unit in the Guard.”

See IMPACT on Page 9
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Soldiers, ainren set new standards Amrng AT

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to recognize the efforts of every-
one involved in this summer’s rotation
through the National Training Center.

Over three years ago, we began
the process of planning and preparing
for our 2001 rotation through NTC —
the premier training site of the United
States Army. The road to NTC has
been a long and challenging one for all
levels of leadership throughout the
Louisiana National Guard — you met
the challenge!

A rotation through NTC is a
logistical challenge of enormous magni-
tude. We deployed over 5,000 Guard
soldiers to the Mojave Desert and then
brought them home safely. That alone
is an indication of the tremendous
ability of this organization.

The fact that we were able to
move that many soldiers and that much
equipment, AND go head-to-head with
the best Opposing Force the Army has
to offer is indeed something of which
we should be extremely proud.

The National Training Center is
going to remember the Louisiana
National Guard for some time — we

truly left our mark there. Not only did
the Tiger Brigade give the OPFOR a
real run for their money, but we also
set some new standards while execut-
ing such a large-scale rotation.

For example, despite conducting
fast-paced, rigorous training, our safety
record in the Mojave Desert was
exemplary. We had no serious training
accidents and this is truly an accom-
plishment.

Additionally, anyone who deployed
to the National Training Center knows
the Army at Fort Irwin is extremely
environmentally conscious.

The Louisiana Guard received
considerable praise for our environ-
mental conservation and spill preven-
tion programs at the end of our rota-
tion. We left the Mojave Desert
cleaner than when we arrived!

I am very proud of all that we
accomplished at the National Training
Center. We set a new standard, and yet
again, the men and women of the
Louisiana National Guard demonstrated
their ability to achieve excellence and
raise the bar another notch.

Let me also congratulate our
engineers and airmen who were
involved in overseas missions this
summer. Our Guardsmen acted as true
ambassadors as they deployed to
Germany, the Azores Islands and to
Australia.

Overseas deployments are so
very important to this organization and
to our nation. In these face-to-face
encounters with citizens and military
members of other nations, our Guards-
men continue to prove themselves,
representing not only the values on
which this country was founded, but
also the very essence of the Citizen
Soldier.

Let me close by again congratu-
lating all of you on an outstanding
Annual Training period for 2001. Your
efforts and success reflect the great
things that this organization is capable
of and true excellence.

EEE I EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
Looking Ahead
Look for these stories and more in the

next edition of the Louisiana Citizen
Soldier:

B The Louisiana National Guard
takes an active role in our nation’s
homeland defense mission

& Guard participates in opening
of Pacific Wing at D-Day Museum

B 60th Anniversary of the
Louisiana Maneuvers remembered
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FEMALE TRACK COMMANDER AIMS ‘SKY’ HiGH

By Sgt. Destiny C. Smith

Det. 1, 102" MPAD

FORT IRWIN, Calif. - Electric Sky Church is by no
means electric, hovering in the sky or a typical place
of worship; but one female soldier calls this her sa-
cred place.

“It’s my baby,” said Cpl. Rebecca Zicco, a track
mechanic and tank commander with Company D,
1088™" Engineer Battalion. “It may be kind of dirty
and loud, but it is peaceful in here.”

Zicco is speaking of “her track,” an M88 Medium
Recovery Vehicle being used for recovery team op-
erations at the National Training Center (NTC) dur-
ing “Operation Tiger Strike,” supporting the 256"
Infantry Brigade (Mechanized).

As she feverishly inspects the vehicle, she moves
everything that seems out of place. “What is this
sun block doing on my track?” she asks, propelling
the bottle away from the vehicle.

She settles down, grabs her Combat Vehicle Crew-
man helmet, and begins labeling it with a marker.

“Inamed her Electric Sky Church after a female DJ
in Baton Rouge,” she said. “Since I am a girl, I wanted

IMPACT

to name her after a girl.”

The predominately male engineer battalion she
belongs to, Headquarters and Headquarters Com-
pany, 1088" Engr. Bn., actually has two females quali-
fied to operate recovery equipment, but Zicco is the
first female track commander in the Brigade.

“You should see the guys faces when they see
me pop out of the hatch!” she exclaimed. “It’s crazy
working with them.”

Zicco, who has combat engineer training, did the
NTC thing before, but on active duty as a carpentry
and masonry specialist. She was assigned to the
62" Engr. Bn. When she joined the Louisiana Army
National Guard, she reclassified as a track vehicle
mechanic.

“There were no girls in my class at Advanced
Individual Training,” she said.
Staff Sgt. Robert Williams, a senior mechanic with
Company D and Non-commissioned Officer in
Charge of the recovery team said he was not sur-
prised when Zicco volunteered to be a TC.

“At drill one weekend, when we were training for
Annual Training, I asked for a driver for the track.

At Left: BY THE BOOK -
Cpl. Rebecca Zicco reads

the technical manual for

her M-88 Medium
Recovery VehEicle during
Preventative Maintenance
Checks and Services
inspection.

‘Ttmaylekird of
dirtyadlod,
It it ispescefiil
nhee.’
-Gl Rdseom Ziao

Zicco volunteered and all the guys looked at her
funny. She is a track vehicle mechanic though, so
she’s qualified.”

He is currently training Zicco to “take over the
track.” Zicco is the second female that Williams has
trained.

“Since she is going to be TC, she has to know
how to do everything for the track,” he said, as Zicco
struggles with the wrench.

“T am the strongest woman in the world!” she
screams as she tightens a nut on the track.
Williams and Zicco are a team in the civilian world
also. They are both cadre for the Youth Challenge
Program in Carville. Williams is Zicco’s shift supervi-
SOr.

“T can’t get away from him,” she said.

But the fruits of staying together, the great team
they make, lack of gender biases and their high-speed
training contribute to the smooth running of the track,
and hopefully the recovery mission.

“I want to show my girls (cadets) that anything is
possible and that the sky is the limit,” she said.

And, Zicco is a living example of just that.

Continued from Page 7

With the training that comes with being an
enhanced brigade is the added responsibility of
being the number one enhanced brigade in the
nation.

“The 256th, after this rotation, will stay in a
‘Ready Pool,” so to speak, in the event that we
need to call units early,” he said.

Although this exercise, which only comes

around every eight years for the brigade focuses
on the ability for them to deploy on short notice to
conduct combat operations, there is another side
to this operation.

Dardenne went on to add, “There’s a
tremendous benefit to the state to having such a
well-prepared National Guard, for when and if
emergencies arise.”

Schultz agreed. “The bonus for any state is
to take that capability and readiness and apply
them to emergencies.

This gives the state, the governor and the
adjutant general the opportunity to apply the
soldiers, the leaders, the units, the equipment on
any mission, any day in Louisiana. The the ‘value
added.”
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VooDooO 1IN

THE DESERT

By Sgt. Kevin Cowan
Det. 1, 102" MPAD

FORT IRWIN, Calif. — Voodoo is common prac-
tice in places such as Haiti and New Orleans
where rituals, stick pins and voodoo dolls can
be found next to Coke, MTV and Jerry Springer.

But 2000 miles away, in the high desert of
Southern California, Voodoo has shown up and
it is spreading.

This Voodoo, however, is in the form of Task
Force Voodoo.

Task Force Voodoo is an aviation support
battalion for “Operation Tiger Strike” at the
National Training Center in Fort Irwin, Calif. The
256" Infantry Brigade (Mechanized) from
Lafayette, who trained for this exercise for over
two years, has traveled here to participate in a
series of war games to evaluate their combat
power, effectiveness and readiness. Over 5,000
Louisiana National Guard members are taking
part in this major event.

Aviation assets from National Guard units in
Louisiana, New Mexico, Washington and Wis-

consin are being utilized in this operation that
will help the brigade go to battle with “The
People’s Republic of Mojavia.” This fictional
republic is actually the formidable 11" Armored
Cavalry Regiment, who lives and trains at Fort
Irwin.

The assets are 1% Battalion, 244" Aviation
Regiment from New Orleans and Pineville, the
717" Medical Company (-) from Santa Fe, New
Mexico; Alpha and Bravo Companies of the
185" Aviation Battalion and Echo Company of
the 168" Aviation Battalion from Tacoma, Wash-
ington; and a Detachment from the 147" Com-
mand Aviation Battalion from Madison, Wis-
consin.

But first, in order for this wide range of heli-
copters to be utilized by the brigade, they had
to make it to California.

Once the 244" Aviation Regiment received
the mission, the planning stage began its mo-
tion. Planning required assessing resources and
personnel and coordinating assistance.

“We had to request strategic support from
the Air Mobility Command,” said Chief War-
rant Officer Four Travis Johnson, State Avia-
tion Safety Officer for Louisiana. The reason
... risk management. “It’s less risky than flying
individually.”

When the time came to deploy the Louisiana
aircraft, they were flown to England AirPark in
Alexandria. A pre-deployment Load Team then
prepared the UH-60 Blackhawks for loading
onto C-5 Galaxy transport aircraft from the 105®
Air Wing of the New York Air National Guard.

“The original design concept of theUH-60
required that it fit into a strategic airlift aircraft,”

said Johnson who lives in New Orleans.

The design called for the main rotors to be
foldable and stabilized over the tail and the sta-
bilizing wing on the tail to be removable for
transport.

The whole break-down process can take the
load crew less than two hours because parts
are only being removed, but only minutes to
load the helicopters onto the aircraft. After they
are ready to be loaded into the super-transport-
ers, a Joint Technical Inspection is conducted
by Air Force.

At the Southern California Logistical Airport
in Victorville, Calif., the previous process is done
in reverse.

“It only takes a minute to unfold the rotors,”
said Spec. Joshua Clement, also from New Or-
leans.

Clement, attached to the 244" for the NTC
exercise, added that usually the rotors are done
last because of space restrictions.

It takes a crew about two hours to complete
because the bolts must be tightened to a spe-
cific torque and after the helicopters have been
put back together, they must pass a technical
safety inspection before a test pilot takes them
for a short performance test flight.

The Louisiana, New Mexico and Washing-
ton helicopters will participate in “Operation
Tiger Strike” by flying combat support missions
during the exercise, whereas the Wisconsin air-
craft will fly VIP missions during the exercise.

All air assets will revert to their home states
after “Operation Tiger Strike” is over in mid-
August and go through these processes once
again.
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WisconNsIN DocTorR HAS PATIENTS
WAITING ON PINS, NEEDLES

By Sgt. Kevin Cowan
Det. 1, 102" MPAD

FORT IRWIN, Calif. — A visit to the doctor’s
office usually has the patients waiting. A
visit to Maj. Kenneth Lee’s office has the
patients waiting on pin and needles.

Company B, 118" Area Support Medical
Battalion out of Waukesha, Wisc., is here
providing real- time medical care to patients
during “Operation Tiger Strike,” a series of
war games being played by the 256" Infantry
Brigade (Mechanized) from Lafayette and the
11" Armored Cavalry Regiment stationed
here.

This exercise 1s used to evaluate the
brigade’s combat power, effectiveness and
readiness. With over 5,000 National Guard
soldiers from 19 states taking part in this ex-
ercise, a major necessity is medical support.

One of the ways Lee helps is with acu-
puncture.

Modern science has proven that humans
are complex bioelectric systems, and al-
though this has only been proven recently,
it has been known for thousands of years.

This inherent knowledge, passed down
through the centuries, played an instrumen-
tal part in the development and use of acu-
puncture.

Originating in China over 2,500 years ago,
acupuncture is effective in treating physi-
cal, psychological and emotional problems,
mostly because it promotes the body’s natu-
ral healing process.

According to traditional Chinese medi-
cine and philosophy, the Yin and Yang repre-
sent all the opposite principles in the uni-
verse.

Since no single principle dominates the
other eternally, conditions are subject to
change into their opposites. Acupuncture
helps to balance the Yin and the Yang.

The acupuncture theory is, according to
Lee, that we, as human beings, have energy,
or Chi, flowing within us. Chi is a vital part
of our well-being.

If there is an accident or injury, the Chi
gets a little off balance because some of the
channels are broken or blocked so that the
Chi cannot flow properly.

Although acupuncture has been practiced
in the United States for many years, only re-
cently has it received credibility and wide-
spread acceptance.

In 1996, the Food and Drug Administra-
tion reclassified acupuncture needles from
their previous experimental status to a class
Il medical device. This paved the way for
some insurance reimbursement for acupunc-
ture treatments.

In that same year, Lee was a rehabilitation
resident working on his board certification
in physical medicine and rehabilitation.

He had no idea he would be using acu-
puncture a few years later. His acupuncture
training came through UCLA and lasted about
a year. But that training is paying off.

“I just want it to stop hurting,” said Sgt.
Terry Albright with Company B, 199" Sup-
port Battalion from Alexandria.

Albright originally suffered a neck injury
while playing high school football and re-
injured it assembling a 50-caliber machine
gun here during “Operation Tiger Strike.”

Although hesitant about trying acupunc-

ture at first, the Baton Rouge native decided,
“I’m fair game. I’ve had absolutely every-
thing ... physical therapy, traction, ultra-
sound, and every kind of medicine you can
think of.”

Lee offered the alternative to being held
in the ward for a couple of days. He explained
the process and immediately set about go-
ing to work.

“It’s already working,” Albright said dur-
ing the short, 15-minute procedure.

Immediately after the treatment, he felt
better, so much that he wanted his gear to go
join his team. But part of the healing pro-
cess 1s rest.

After the procedure, Albright was made
to rest for six hours so that the energy chan-
nels could re-establish the balanced flow.

“His energy is back in flow again and we
were able to get him to his rally point so that
he could go out with his team,” Lee added.

The U.S. Army is not the first military
power to try alternative medicine.

See PINS on Page 15 |

Maj. Kenneth Lee utilizes accupuncture, which originated in China over 2,500 years ago, to
help promote the body’s natural healing process. At NTC, Lee's accupuncture techniques
helped soldiers overcome adversity.
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ESGR

Continued from Page 5

to be put to the test and put an end to the three-
year train up that has gone into readying them-
selves for the NTC battle.

New Roads resident Joe Cotton said
there 1s no doubt in his mind that this brigade is
ready for combat.

“Until you see this training as we have
been able to, it is difficult to understand,” Cotton
said. “But I would tell anyone that the 256"
Brigade is No. 1 and if we were to go to war, we
would be safe because this training puts the
brigade at the top. The training is extremely
realistic and tough. We saw the brigade go head-
to-head with the 11" ACR for 2 %2 hours on the
battlefield and that’s a credit to the Louisiana
National Guard. I truly believe they could have
defeated the opposing force. What I saw was
outstanding.”

Retired Brig. Gen. Edmund Giering also
accompanied visitors on this trip. Giering retired
from the Lowisiana National Guard in 1999 and was
very involved in the train-up for NTC. After seeing
the training for which he’d worked hard to help
prepare the brigade, he couldn’t be more proud of
their performance.

“It was extremely gratifying for me to go
to NTC to observe the 256th in action as they were
implementing the training/preparation they’d been
doing over the past few years,” Giering said. “It
was particularly gratifying to me to see the
successful implementation of the training we
worked hard for roughly three years to go to NTC
and they were able to successfully employ that
training. [ am exceptionally proud of the brigade in
that [ was able to work with them two years prior to

PINS

retirement and thought they were doing an
outstanding job on and off the battlefield.”

Giering said it is important to realize that
the objective at NTC is not to win, but rather to
improve combat readiness and skills.

“NTC is not about beating the OPFOR,”
he said. “It’s about training against the best
opposing force in the country so we can spare
lives and equipment in the event we were to
become involved in a hostile action anywhere in
the world. It’s about improving skills and readi-
ness.”

NTC is a training site roughly the size of
Rhode Island and was created in 1980 to allow the
U.S. Army alocation where large-scale armored
formations could train. Approximately 5,000
Louisiana National Guardsmen will rotate through

Continued from Page 14

In the first century AD in Rome, Scribonius Largus, a physician in Nero’s army, treated head-
aches using electric eels. Unfortunately, many of his patients did not survive.
But the good news is that techniques and technology have changed since ancient cultures
began using alternative medicine and acupuncture. In the old days the needles were glass, but
eventually evolved into bronze. Today, needles are made of surgical stainless steel and are

disposable.
The procedure has changed also.

“We use a technique called tonification, which is stimulating the needle once it is in the
acupuncture point. In order to stimulate the needle, someone has to sit there and twist the needle
back and forth,” Lee explained. “That’s the way the ancients did it.

“We found that electricity works the same way. [ have a device that I hook up to the needles
and stimulate it (the acupressure point).” The stimulation helps to redirect the energy.

“On acute muskulo-skeletal injuries, acupuncture puts the soldiers back on the battlefield,
when normally we have held them back three or four days (for conventional Western treatment).
There is a significant advantage to keep the forces going using acupuncture. It’s also quick and

easy to provide,” said Lee.

Quick and easy. Why would any want to wait around?

The ESGR
group
traveled
through the
Mojave
Desert to see
the various
areas in
which
soldiers were
fighting
battles
against the
Opposing
Force.

NTC, most of them members of the 256" and the
remainder members of the Pelican State Task
Force, whose mission is to support the Brigade
Combat Team from everything to deploying
equipment to the desert to preparing food to
nourish soldiers.

Taking care of soldiers is always an
important mission that cannot be overlooked.
Gremillion, who along with her husband, Steve,
employs one Guardsman at SIG 5 Corporation,
said the way in which the Guard looks after its own
is admirable and contributes to the quality of
soldiers.

She also feels that the quality of an
individual soldier comes back to the employer in
many ways.

“I truly believe the sacrifices these
soldiers make to be a part of the National Guard is
more than the employer makes in losing them for
such a short time,” she said. “I really wish we had
a thousand employees like our Guardsman. We are
lucky to have him. He is disciplined, intelligent,
responsible and his organizational skills are
wonderful - I believe a lot of that comes from the
Guard training, If you can hire a Guardsman, you
will gain a highly-skilled employee.”

In addition to being motivated and
disciplined, Gremillion said it is apparent when
visiting with soldiers why they make the sacrifices
they make to be part of the Louisiana National
Guard and this nation’s defense.

“It 1s easy to see that these individuals
are proud not only to be in the Guard, but to be
Americans,” Gremillion said, “and moreover
Americans protecting other Americans. I think that
American pride and American spirit is what makes
our Louisiana Guardsmen and women so great. |
am so proud of our soldiers.”
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Mojave Moments

After a train-up period of three years, the Louisiana National Guard's Tiger Brigade mobilized to the
National Training Center at Fort Irwin, Calif, to take on the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, who
comprise the Opposing Force, in the U.S. Army’s most realistic war games scenario. The Pelican State
Task Force worked to ensure the successful deployment and safe return home of our troops. The
Louisiana National Guard gave the OPFOR a run for its money leaving an indelible mark at NTC by
raising the bar a notch. On the following pages are images that capture the spirit of the rotation.
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Guard Engineers build athletic field in Haughton

By Maj. Maria LoVasco
STARC PAO

Buck McGee, Haughton Athlet-
ics Little League Chairman of Building
and Grounds, long ago stopped believ-
ing that coincidences were only merely
coincidences. So on this day in July as
he surveyed the cleared grounds soon
to be the site of the new ball fields it was
inevitable that the Guard would play
such an integral role.

“We’d been talking about build-
ing a field for 10 years,” he explained.
“We were starting to have schedule con-
flicts with the school fields we used, and
the board was starting to talk about cut-
ting back on games cause we had more
kids than we had fields to accommodate
them. So I made a passionate speech
about taking action to finally do some-
thing. When I missed the next meeting I
came back to find that they’d voted me
Chairman of Building and Grounds.”

The first challenge was to ob-
tain the land. A local benefactor sold
them the 30 acres at a steal, asking only
that his generosity remain low-key. But
obtaining the permits from the Army
Corps of Engineers was taking too long
and McGee was running out of time.

And that’s when Ted Eilts en-
tered the picture, an employee of the
Army Corps of Engineers and coinci-
dentally the commander of the 528®
Engineer Battalion. He expedited the
permits which permitted the National
Guard to begin work on the project this
summer.

Eilts battalion also had the dubious
honor of undertaking the hard work of
the initial grubbing and clearing of the
land.

Ultimately the complex will con-
sist of eight smaller ball fields for girls
and younger boys and two larger fields

for older boys. Although not yet offi-
cially named, McGee refers to it as the
Haughton Athletics Sports and Recre-
ation Complex.

He anticipates that the project
will grow from 800 to 1,200 kids in
about two years. The new field will al-
low area schools to hold tournaments
there, and already he’s been approached
by local churches to conduct fall leagues
at the new complex. It’s like the movie
says, “If you build it, they will come.”

The Guard was first approached
last year about the project, and the 225™
Engineer Group, headquartered out of
Camp Beauregard in Pineville, eagerly
accepted.

“This is in keeping with our war-
time mission,” said Maj. Tim Scott,
Group Personnel Officer. “Clearing and
grubbing fields and leveling terrain. It’s
what we train to do.”

The groundbreaking ceremony
took place June 6, and the first battal-

ion to conduct their annual training on
the project was Eilt’s 528" out of Mon-
roe.

Two weeks later the 527™ of
Ruston took over, followed by the 769™
of Baton Rouge and finally these final
two weeks by the 205™ Engineer Bat-
talion out of Bogalusa.

The ribbon cutting took place
July 31.

“It’s surprising how many people
in the community don’t associate the
Guard with this kind of project,” McGee
said. “They associate the Guard with
helping out after natural disasters.”

As McGee looks out over the
30 acres he can almost hear the shouts
and cheers of parents encouraging their
kids as they come around the bases. He
sees his own son outfitted and ready to
play.

“It’s amazing to see this area
come this far in such a short amount of
time,” he said.

Thirty acres of land in Haughton was cleared in prepration for the Haughton
Athletic Complex.(Photo by MAJ Maria LoVasco, STARC PAO)
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Gonzales Engineers train in Central Louisiana

By Major Maria LoVasco
STARC PAO

Charlie Company, 769" Engineer
Battalion Army National Guard, had been
hard at work in the sweltering July heat of
Central Louisiana.

Nearly 50 men and women from the
Gonzales based unit spent their two weeks
of annual training building a cinderblock
latrine and a road extension for the Camp
Beauregard training facility.

Second Lt. Garold Sherlock of
Gonzales, normally a student at LSU,
served as the Officer-in-Charge on both
construction projects.

Sherlock has been in the Guard for
only two years, but has already spent 10
years as an enlisted soldier in the active
duty Army.

He oversaw the building of a
cinderblock latrine for the Leadership Re-
action Course and the extension of an ex-
isting road deep in the training area of

i

Cinderblock Latrine: During July, C Co, 769th Engr Bn worked on constructing a new

Camp Beauregard during his two-weeks.

The latrine, or what the engineers
would call a “vertical project” will replace
an older wooden building standing only
yards away. The new latrine should do a
better job of keeping the elements outside.

“The problem in the winter was
that the pipes would freeze in the old la-
trine,” Sherlock said.

Charlie Company spent its first
week of annual training doing field opera-
tions — training on defense, tactics and
other basic soldier skills.

During week two, the engineer
skills got put to work as carpenters, ma-
sons, bulldozer operators and heavy
equipment operators.

Twenty men and two women were
assigned to the latrine project, among them
Pvt. Anthony Nguyen of Baton Rouge
who’s attending [.SU and working toward
a Mass Communications degree.

This was his first annual training
with the unit. “I joined for the college ben-

cinderblock latrine at the Camp Beauregard Training Iacility to replace an older wooden
latrine. This latrine services the nearby Leadership Reaction Course. (Photo by MAJ Maria

LoVasco, STARC PAO)

efits,” he said, “and to be on my own. So
far, my first A.T. is going pretty well.”

Nguyen works in retail while he
attends college, but he hopes to eventu-
ally be on television.

Sgt. Raymond Panquerne, also an
LSU student, is majoring in Information
Systems.

He’s been in the Guard for six years
and has been to Fort Polk, Belize and to
Honduras in the aftermath of Hurricane
Mitch.

“The Guard gives you alot of help
as far as developing you as a leader,” he
said. “The longer I’'m in, the more [ un-
derstand the National Guard’s role and the
difference [ make in the Guard.”

At this point, Panquerne, who is
serving as the Non-commissioned officer-
in-charge of the vertical project, is con-
sidering making a career in the National
Guard.

Pvt. 1* Class James Sanders of
St. Gabriel, who works full-time as a
deputy sheriff for Iberville Parish, joined
the Guard about two years ago to have
“something different to do.”

On this day, he was pouring cement
into a cinderblock wall to reinforce the
block and the rebar.

Before his two weeks were up, he
and his squad were well along completing
the male/female latrine and showers.

Deeper into the Camp Beauregard
training area, other members of the
Gonzales unit were extending an existing
road to provide vehicular access to previ-
ously inaccessible areas. The intention was
to open up more bivouac sites for National
Guard units when they train at Camp
Beauregard.

“We widened what was a trail no
more than five feet across to a 20 foot
road,” said Staff Sgt. Charles Taylor, Non-
commissioned Officer-in-charge of the

See CENLA on Page 23
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“horizontal project.” Taylor works as a deputy sheriffin Ascension Parish. He
has been in the Guard for nearly 14 years. ““The old road was an old logging
road that had been here for years. The woods closed back inon it.”

“Our original scope of work was 4,000 feet,” said Sherlock. “But
because we had to wait a day for a piece of equipment that spreads water on
the road and compacts the dirt, we went ahead and cleared and grubbed
4,000 morefeet. It’s great training for these young troops that don’t get much

Tons of earth and hundreds of trees were cleared to extend the
existing road feet. The road had been an old abandoned jogging
road used years ago. (Photo by MAJ Maria LoVasco, STARC PAO)

time ontheequipment.”

oneachside.

todo.”

Theresulting 4,000-footroad is 20 feet wide—40 feet with the ditches

What didn’t get completed by July 20 when the Gonzales unit pulled

outwas continued by the 205th Engineer Battalion headquartered in Bogalusa.
And the Charlie Company engineers returned to school, to work and to
families, havinghad, inthe words of Pvt. 1% Class Snelson, “‘something different

527" Engineer Battalion Clerks Trade Computers for Shovels at A.T.

By Capt. Pat Simon
Deputy STARC PAO

Life as a soldier doing tactical field
training is a far cry from the cool climate
of an office job.

Just ask 29-year-old Army Sgt.
Stacey Taylor of Ruston, who under-
went two weeks of intense Annual
Training in the June heat with the Louisi-
ana National Guard 527" Engineer
Battalion at Camp Beauregard in
Pineville.

Taylor’s regular job with the
military unit is as a 92 Alpha, a unit clerk
with the maintenance section of Head-
quarters Company, 527" EN Battalion.
Out in the field, she was a fighting
soldier; along with her fellow clerks
Specialists Luis Alva and Christopher
Mays, both also of Ruston.

“Soldier skills are very
important,” said Taylor acknowledging
that she needed to beef up on her
tactical training; an important part of
survival on a battlefield. “I had not done
this in a while. We were literally trading
in our computers for shovels (to dig
foxholes).

Specialist Mays, a 22-year-old
Business Management major at Louisi-
ana Tech, found out that National Guard
engineers do more than just construction
work and building bridges. Mays is a
new soldier with the unit.

“It (field training environment) was
nothing like office work,” said Mays. “It
made you realize how important (com-
bat training) is to the (overall military
effectiveness) of the unit.”

Pressure is what came to mind for
32-year-old Specialist Alva when he
thought of annual training in the field,
especially when he had other important
matters on his mind back at home.

“T'have five children and one on the
way,” said Alva, his eyes gleaming at the
thought of his wife’s September 9" due
date. Alva’s schooling came in handy.

He has been working on his Master’s
Degree in Industrial Psychology.

“It helped with getting along with
people, team work, and conflict resolu-
tion,” said Alva tongue firmly planted in
cheek.

On the second day of training,
Taylor, Mays and Alva were caught off
guard, but in a good way. They were
awarded two commemorative coins, one
each from Maj. Gen. Landreneau and
Command Sgt. Maj. Morrow.

Command Sgt. Maj.
John Morrow, State
Command Sergeant
Major, awards Sgt.
Taylor, Spec. Mays and
Spec. Alva of the
527th Eng. Bn. with
the Command
Sergeants Major coin
during their annual
training at Camp
Beauregard in June.
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769th Engineer Battalion i Improves Many Airport

By Maj. Maria LoVasco
STARCPAO

The Many economy will get a big
boost thanks in part to a Baton Rouge
based Louisiana Guard unit.

For the next three years the Guard
will be working on a major earthwork
project at the Many airport that will fill a
gully at the end of the runway thus enabling
the city to apply for a grant to extend the
runway.

Gloria Holmes, manager of the Hart
Memorial Airport in Many, said that the
grant was predicated upon having the
earthwork completed, a project which
would have cost the city money it did not
have, and which, if it came to that, Holmes
was prepared to do one dump truck at a
time.

Mayor Ken Freeman was jubilant.
“Their (the National Guard’s) work is cut-
ting our 10-year goal to five years,” he said
at the groundbreaking ceremony. “By
performing these services, they’re saving
us $500,000.”

These services were excavating a
site that formed a hill which not only
blocked the view of the terminal to the end
of the runway but also prevented other
buildings, an apron and a taxiway from
being built. The dirt from the excavated
site was then hauled to a large gully situ-
ated at the end of the runway. This steep
drop posed a danger to pilots who over-
shot the runway or landed too close to the
end. Pilot error could mean an abrupt
and potentially fatal plunge into the gully.

On this sweltering day in mid-July
members of the 769™ Engineer Battalion,
headquartered in Baton Rouge, were on
the job. A 30-man crew led by Second
Lt. Brian Barton, an LSU student major-
ing in Accounting, was working the project
as part of their two-week annual training,

A native of St. Louis, he came to

A dump truck releases a load of dirt into a gully being filled at the end of the runway at the
Hart Memorial Airport in Many. Leveling the gully to the height of the runway will enable
the runway to eventually be extended. (Photo by MAJ Maria LoVasco, STARC PAO)

Louisiana via Alabama.

“The scope of my mission was to
cut, haul and fill 12,000 cubic yards of
dirt,” he said. “But we exceeded that
scope and hauled 15,000 yards.”

They were able to push ahead of
schedule thanks to an infusion of men and
machines when another unit leveling a soc-
cer field in Baton Rouge had to cancel their
mission due to the discovery of a pipeline
beneath the earth they were working.

The men and women assigned to
this project came from Headquarters Ser-
vice Company in Baton Rouge, A Com-
pany in Baker, B Company in Marksville
and C Company in Gonzales. This hodge-
podge unit assembled in the final weeks
before the work began came together as
a team and not only met the scope, but
exceed it.

“This served as great training for
these inexperienced troops,” Barton said.
“It gave a lot of them some good ‘stick

time’.”

One of the troops was 22-year-
old Spec. Jeremy Cutrer of Baton Rouge.
Currently he works in retail but is hoping
to position himself financially to be able to
go to LSU and study computers.

He works as an Asphalt and
Equipment Operator, a job that doesn’t
get him to many of the glamorous over-
seas deployments, but in 4 2 years of
guard duty he has worked on a lot of
projects that have contributed to improved
quality of life for many small communities
throughout Louisiana.

Staff Sgt. James Dewhurst,
project Non-commissioned Officer-in-
Charge is anative of Prarieville and was a
veteran of the Nebraska National Guard
and the U.S. Coast Guard before settling
down in the Louisiana Guard. He came
from a family of military members, with a
father, a brother, a sister, a son and a
See MANY on Page 25
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daughter all serving their country. itis. A grant will be secured toextend the run-  thiscapability”
Full-time, he’s themanager ofthe Coun-  way, enabling the corporations that fly into the Atthe end of their two-week period, the

try Club of Louisiana in Baton Rouge. “Ttake
care of rich people,” he said ofhis job. Buton
the site he took care of the young troops and
made sure that the work was done safely and
tostandard.

“The project was excellent,” he said.
“And this was with alot of green pea operators.
These were soldiers that didn’t know one an-
other, who came together, unified and worked
asateam.”

The unit’s civilian liaison for the project
was Holmes, Contract Manager for the airport.
“She is quite alady,” said Dewhurst. “Her fa-
ther taught her to fly when she was 15.”

Holmes was also a plain spoken woman
whoadmitted she almost messed up her chances
to have the Guard do the project when she had
achance meeting with the Adjutant General,
Maj. Gen. Bennett C. Landreneau.

Hehad some time tokill at the Many Air-
port and so Holmes gave him the nickel tour.
She showed him the hill that needed to be ex-
cavated and the gully that needed to be filled
and he said, “Well I've got four engineer battal-
ions and that’s what we do.”

Holmes almost told him that while the
Guard may be capable of doing it, they seemed
toonly want to do it in Central America, allud-
ing tothe Guard’s history of humanitarian and
nation building exercises in Belize and Hondu-
ras. “We asked several years back ifthe Guard
could help us and at the time they couldn’t,” she
said. So Holmes continued with her own plan
tomove itone dump truck atatime. “WhenlI
told General Landreneau that, he must have
taken pity on me cause he said he’d do a feasi-
bility study on it, and six weeks later the eng-
neers were here.”

She didn’t expect the Guard to be ready
for a couple of years, so when she got the go
ahead she hustled to make sure that all of the
environmental compliance letters were accom-
plished.

The project will take a few years to com-
plete, butthe Many officials have big plans once

airport to arrive with their corporate jets. It will
also increase the amount of traffic and types of
airplanes that the airport can service. And that,
she says, will attract new industry to the area.
“Thisis goingto give the Many economy
ashot in the arm,” she said. “And it will also
benefit four counties in Texas who don’thave

769" Engineers were relieved by the 205
Engineer Battalion outof Bogalusa.

“We owe atremendous debt of gratitude
tothe Louisiana National Guard for their work
onthis project,” said Freeman. “I can’ttell you
what theircommitmenthas meantto our com-
munity.”

In the distance, excavation work takes place by members of the 769" Engineer Battalion.
What was a hill was leveled off and the dirt hauled to a gully at the end of the runway. In its
place the airport hopes to build an apron, a taxiway and a building. (Photos by MAJ Maria

LoVasco, STARC PAO)

Staff Sgt. James Dewhurst of
Prarieville worked as the Non-
commissioned Officer in Charge
during the Many Airport project.

Second Lt. Brian Barton, an LSU
student majoring in accounting, led
the 30-man crew on the Many
Airport Excavation and Fill project.
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By MAJ Maria LoVasco
STARCPAO

It’s been more than 10 years since Mrs. Roy
O. Martin, a well-known benefactor in the Alexan-
dria/Pineville area donated land and buildings for
the use of the Girl Scouts Council of Central Louisi-
ana.

But it is said that her ghost still roams the
grounds checking on things and making sure that all
iswell.

Martin would be well pleased with the im-
provements that Headquarters Service Company of
the Louisiana Army National Guard’s 769" Engineer
Battalion based out of Baton Rouge were doing to
the road.

“The road was just terrible,” said Ms. April
Simons, Membership and Adult Development Di-
rector of the Girl Scouts Council of Central Louisi-
ana. “It was so bad you couldn’t drive down the
middle. You had to dodge potholes and crevices.”

“It looked like whomever was trying to im-
prove the road just kept putting more asphalt on top
of old asphalt,” said Louisiana Guard Project Officer-
in-charge Second Lt. Dewight Marshall, a resident
of Baton Rouge. Marshall and eight other members
of his platoon were working on the road improve-
ment project for their two-week annual training in
mid-July.

The road, right off of Hwy. 165 in Pineville
serves as the main entrance to the Girl Scout grounds.
While the improvement was taking place the em-
ployees had to enter through another side entrance
- anarrow strip no wider than a driveway.

“The first thing we did was strip off the old
asphalt and clear it away,” Marshall said. “We were
also supposed to replace an old culvert, but when
we began digging we discovered a pipeline under-
neath. We had to wait for someone from the parish
to come take alook at it.”

In the meanwhile, the work continued on wid-
ening and leveling the newly cleared road from a 9-
foot wide alley to a 23-foot wide road.

“Right now we can do no wrong,” said Staff
Sgt. Samuel Venable of Patterson. Venable was the
Non-commissioned Officer-in-Charge of the project.
“The ladies who worked in the building were so
excited, they came to visit us and they even brought
us cookies.”

Venable has eight years in the Guard. Full-
time he works as a wildlife enforcement agent with
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries in St. Mary
Parish.

In all, Venable said the Guard would grade
and improve 1,100 feet of road.

This 23-foot wide road widened by the Baton Rouge based National Guard unit was formerly
a pothole and crevice rutted 9-foot wide alley. (Photo by MAJ Maria LoVasco, STARC
PAO)

“Two cars will actually be able to pass one
another,” said Aprils Simons. “We just can’t wait.”

“Morale was good,” said Venable, “‘especially
on this project. It helped the troops to talk to the
beneficiaries of a project and to see how much it was
appreciated. It putan outside face to it, and it meant
more to do it and not just cause I and Lt. Marshall
saidto doit.”

One of those troops was Sgt. Joseph Henry
of Church Point. Full-time he’s aletter carrier with the
U.S. Postal Service. He spent seven years in the
Army before returning home to Louisiana and join-
ing the Guard.

“I enjoy the military,” he said, “and I enjoy
running the equipment.” Two of his three children
were also talking about joining the service.

Pt. 1* Class Hampton Darensbourg of Baton
Rouge joined right after high school, “cause it was
the right thing to do and cause I wanted to ride
around in Hummers.” He is currently attending
Southern University and is majoring in Secondary
Education. On this project he operated the front-
end loader.

Pvt. 1* Class Jerusalem Harms, the only fe-
male in the crew, was on board as the medic. She had
only been out of basic training and initial job training
for four months. She too ws taking advantage of the

college benefits and is majoring in Marine Biology at
LSU.

Although she could have gone to school on
the TOPS program the Guard offered something more
that she wanted, she said, direction and discipline.

Spec. Kevin Nabors of Baton Rouge works
full-ime as a customer service associate with Lowes.
In the Guard he works as a heavy equipment opera-
tor. Previously he spent four years in the Marine
Corps.

I wanted to learn something new and I like the
equipment,” he said. His co-workers at Lowes have
remarked on how well he handles his engineer job
and have asked why he doesn’t pursue it full time.
“I'm good at it,”” he admits, “but when it rains out-
side, this kind of work shuts down, and that affects
the pocket book.” He also mentioned that working
indoors in the air-conditioning had its advantages.

The temperature on this day was pegging in
the mid-90s, but these engineers had to continue
working for anther week.

April Simons believes the new road will in-
crease the traffic to the Girl Scout camp area and
facilities and give more young girls a chance to en-
joy the benefits of the program.

Somewhere Mrs. Roy O. Martin must be very
pleased.
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Elements of 225" Engineer Group train overseas

By Maj. Maria LoVasco
STARC PAO

While many of the 225" Engineer
Group’s annual training projects this sum-
mer took them no farther than the borders
of Louisiana, a critical element of military
readiness was missing from these exer-
cises: the ability to train on the prepara-
tion, execution and deployment of person-
nel and equipment to overseas locations.

Therefore when the opportunity
arose to train Guardsmen on these mis-
sion essential tasks, the 225™ Engineer
Group, headquartered out of Camp
Beauregard in Pineville, eagerly accepted.

This summer, elements of the
group were in Germany and the Azores.
The opportunity to train in these locations
was set in motion at last year’s National
Guard Bureau Overseas Deployment
Planning Conference.

This yearly conference brings to-
gether units from throughout the world that
have specific projects and units who have
specific training needs.

With its abundance of engineer
assets — four combat heavy engineer bat-
talions, one of the largest in the Army in-
ventory — it was easy for the Louisiana
Army National Guard to have a presence
in more than one country, while still pro-
viding vital and necessary engineer sup-
port to communities back home.

In Germany, nearly 400 Guards-
men rotated in country in two-week peri-
ods to conduct a series of projects for the
7™ Army Training Center in Hohenfels,
Germany.

Among the major projects was
building two tank trails and upgrading three
existing structures used for Military Op-
erations in Urban Terrain training, as well
as building another structure from scratch.

Additionally, the engineers con-
ducted numerous smaller projects such as

constructing soccer fields and parking lots.

All four battalions, as well as a task
force of elements from within each battal-
ion, comprised the five rotations of 80
personnel each.

The Group consisted of the 527
Engineer Battalion in Ruston, the 528"
Engineer Battalion in Monroe, the 769"
Engineer Battalion in Baton Rouge and the
205" Engineer Battalion in Bogalusa.
Each battalion has three or more compa-
nies located throughout their headquarters’
region.

In the Azores, 900 miles off the
coast of Portugal, another engineer project
took place at the special request of the
Portuguese government.

Four rotating units of 30 troops
each removed and cut up a 4.2 million
gallon underground fuel tank connected by
apipeline to the U.S. Air Force’s 65 Air
Base Wing at Lajes Field.

It had been an eyesore for the
eight years that it had been drained and
empty.

In preparation for this mission, the
225% rented two excavators from a Loui-
siana CAT dealer and sent them by ship
overseas. This equipment made short
work of their momentous task.

The tank dimensions were formi-
dable: 173 feet in diameter, 24-feet high,
sitting on a 15-inch thick concrete base,
criss-crossed with steel reinforcing, three
feet below ground level.

Additionally it had a nine-inch
steel reinforced concrete cap covered by
six feet of soil. The walls were sheet steel,
about a half-inch thick and surrounded by
9,000 cubic yards of earth.

But according to Master Sgt.
Harold McQueen, operator for the dura-
tion of the project, the equipment easily

See OVERSEAS on Page 28

A Louisiana CAT excavator easily cuts through the reinforced steel and concrete fuel tank that
sat abandoned at Lajes Field in the Azores. The 225th deployed more than 100 Guardsmen this
past summer to dismantle the tank at the request of the Portuguese government. (225th Engr Gp
Photo)
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Continued from Page 27

cut almost 10 inches of cement with
double rebar over the steel. “It just
pulverized the cement like there was
nothing to it,” he said.

The Portuguese government
hauled the scrap steel for recycling,
and the 225" left the grounds leveled
and ready for landscaping.

Although the projects them-
selves are similar to those the Group
has done throughout Louisiana, the in-
valuable training the staff and mem-
bers received in preparing their troops
and equipment for deployment could
not have been duplicated training
across town.

“We’ve got to stage the equip-
ment, get it to the port, receive it at
the other end and get it to the project
site,” said Lt. Col. Ron Stuckey, 225™
Engineer Group Deputy Group Com-
mander.

“Mobilization deployment is
one of our mission essential tasks and
it can’t be simulated. The only way
to train on it is to do it for real,”
Stuckey said.

The 225%’s ability to do it for
real was tested in 1998 when in the
aftermath of Hurricane Mitch they
deployed to Honduras with less than
30 days notice to help rebuild the na-
tion. Since that time, they’ve also
taken part in Joint Task Force Peli-
can in Belize in 2000.

The Louisiana Guard’s repu-
tation for accomplishing these high-
visibility, worldwide missions under
budget and under time gives them a
critical advantage during the yearly
Overseas Deployment Planning Con-
ference.

Stuckey is hoping the Louisi-
ana National Guard’s 225th Engineers
can return to Germany next year as
well as pick up a mission to Italy.

Nearly 400 Louisiana Guardsmen deployed to Germany this summer to work several projects for the
7th Army Training Center in Hohenfels, Germany. Among them was consruction and upgrading of
buildings at the Military Operations on Urban Terrain training area. (225th Engr Gp Photo)

i !
Other projects included building two tank trails, upgrading three existing structures,
constructing soccer fields and parking lots. (225th Engr Gp Photo)
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225" gets thumbs up from evaluators during Annual Training

By Capt. Pat Simon
Deputy STARC PAO

It is a good day to be a part of HHC
225" Engineer Group.

Two Army active duty evaluators
from the 1%/289 Training Support Bat-
talion of Houston have given the group high
marks in its latest Training Assessment
Module evaluation for this year’s annual
training period.

Capt. Twana Marks and Sgt. 1st
Class Daniel Belt inspected areas from
maintenance and supply to APFT (physi-
cal training) and discipline.

“They’re areally excellent unit,” said
Belt who has already evaluated Louisiana’s
769" and 205™ Engineer Battalions. “They
(225™ EN Group) are a lot more well-
rounded that most units we’ve seen. They
work by the book and it shows.”

Belt says even in areas where the unit
needs improvement (i.e. needing a full-time
operational supply) leaders immediately
offered a plan to make the necessary ad-
Justments. Belt credits that to exceptional
leadership from the group’s commander
Capt. Keith Williams and First Sgt. Clyde
Martin.

Williams takes the compliments all in
stride and points to areas he wants to im-
prove on in the future. Getting more field
experience is his greatest challenge.

“We need to spend more time in the
field doing tactics training,” said Williams.

“We only were allowed to train 2 out
of the 4 scheduled days in the field. We
spend most of our time supporting other
(engineer) battalions instead.”

Despite that, Williams says he en-
joyed a great annual training period with
his unit. Bell agrees. “They’re on top of
their game,” he said.

TAG Visits 527" Engineer Battalion during Annual Training 2001

By Capt. Pat Simon,
Deputy STARC PAO

Maj. Gen. Bennett C.
Landreneau took a walk back in his-
tory for a moment during his recent
visit to the 527" Engineer Battalion
at Camp Beauregard.

The former commander of the
527" (during its deployment to Desert
Storm), remembered a time when
tasks, like an SRP (Soldier Readiness
Posture), were much more difficult to
conduct.

“You make it look easy,”
Landreneau complimented the 527®
staff. “Think back to 10 to 15 years
ago when an SRP was a significant
event. (Now) You guys knock it out.”

Landreneau listed many of the
current assignments of the 527" En-
gineer Battalion along with its current
annual training mission.

“You have soldiers in the Azores,
Germany, some at the National Train-
ing Center and it takes a lot of work
and coordination to put it all together,”
said Landreneau. “You have done that
and continue to do it well.”

Landreneau also praised the
training and morale, welfare, and rec-
reation plans of the 527™ Battalion for
AT 2001. He also mentioned the op-
portunity that awaits the 527" when
it sets up base camp in Minden to
begin construction projects this week.

“Soldiers interacting with mem-
bers of the community is important,”
said Landreneau. “They serve as am-
bassadors for the (Louisiana National)

Guard and the image they leave will
last a long time.”

In addition, Landreueau told
commanders not to get complacent
about safety.

“Keep it at your highest priority,”
he said. “Let’s get every soldier back
home safely.”

The same way Landreneau did
when he brought his soldiers back
home some 15 years ago.

Mayj. Gen. Bennett
C. Landreneau,
visits the 527th

during AT
at Camp
Beauregard
in June.
Landreneau, a

\| former commander

of the 527th told

the engineers that
“they make it look
easy.” (Photo by

* Capt. Pat Simon,

-] Deputy STARC

PAO)
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528" overcomes rain, scores a sucecesstul AT

By Capt. Pat Simon
Deputy STARC PAO

“Let me compliment you on accom-
plishing your mission.”

That was from the Louisiana Na-
tional Guard Adjutant General, Maj. Gen.
Bennett C. Landreneau to members of the
528" Engineer Battalion (Combat) who
had just completed their annual training
2001.

“I’m confident we made the right
decision to get you (528" EN) back as
combat heavy to respond to state emer-
gencies this time and in the future,”
Landreneau said.

This time the 528™ Engineer Battal-
ion dealt with more than training as a com-
bat heavy force from a once four-wheeled
operation. Another challenge struck this
year.

Tropical Storm Allison dumped

record levels of rain across Louisiana. Still
in all, the 528" managed to complete most
of its scheduled AT projects.

In fact, some members of the 528"
not only worked on AT missions but also
helped with flood relief in and around the
Baton Rouge area.

Over 13 inches of rain hampered ef-
forts to build a latrine at YCP-GL, so sol-
diers at that site were split up to aid sur-
rounding southeast Louisiana communities
affected by the heavy rains.

Some soldiers assisted in patching up
the levee at Alligator Bayou in Gonzales.
Others hauled sand and sandbags to other
surrounding parishes.

After the rains subsided, the 528®
Engineer Battalion managed to complete
its proposed tasks at other scheduled sites
across the state.

Those projects included renovating

part of Building 37 at Jackson Barracks;
grubbing and clearing a ball park field in
Haughton; dirt hauling and filling at the Hart
Airport expansion project in Many; and
constructing a K-Span building and T6
turning pad and firing point in Minden. The
528™ also converted an archery range into
arifle range and completed two erosion
control projects at T.L.. James Boy scout
Camp in Farmerville.

528" Engineer Battalion commander
Lt. Col. Ted Elilts said this year’s AT was
atremendous success, both from a tacti-
cal and a construction standpoint.

“The 528" Engineer Battalion has
completed all scopes possible in extremely
hot, wet, muddy, and arduous conditions,
with limited personnel, NCO’s and skill
levels,” Eilts said. “We are trained and
ready to do our mission anytime, any-
where, to the very end.”

The 527th
Engineer Battalion
worked on a K-
Span building at
Camp Minden in
Minden during
their annual
training in June.
These K-Spans will
later serve as an
armory and a
dining facility for
the 1083d
Transportation
Company (HET).
(Photo by Capt.
Pat Simon, Deputy
STARC PAO)
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205" trains throughout Louisiana, world

B¥ Maj. Maria LoVasco
STARC PAO

Members of the 205™ Engi-
neer Battalion, La. Army National
Guard, completed their two-week an-
nual training period at sites through-
out Louisiana during the months of July
and August.

he 205", commanded by Lt.
Col. Gary Hammett, is headquartered
in Bogalusa and has units in
Franklinton, Slidell, Covington, Inde-
pendence and Hammond.
~ Members of the battalion also
trained in Germany and the Azores this
summer.

In Haughton, 26 members
from Slidell’s Company C continued
work on a 30-acre athletic field for
the Haughton Athletic Association.
The field is comprised of 10 ballfields
for senior and little league games.
Groundbreaking for the massive

roject took place in early June and

our engineer battalions rotated
through the project since. The 205"
cut, filled and leveled 25,000 cubic
yards of dirt.

Project Officer Second Lt.
Charles Mule of Hammond enjoyed
the work, “This was all new to me,”
he said. “Ilearned trigonometry and
calculus in college, and out here I ac-
tually got a chance to use it. I got a
lot of satisfaction from these projects,
and I learned a lot.” Currently Mule
is attending Southeastern University.

A ribbon-cutting ceremon
with Guard and local officials too
place on July 31. . o

At the Camp Minden training
facility, former site of the Louisiana
Army Ammunition Plant in Minden,
two projects ocurred simultaneously.

ompany B of Franklinton
was constructing a firing point at the
Guard’s state-of-the-art Tank Weap-
ons Gunnery Simulation System.
Once the pro*ect is completed the
Guard’s M1A1 tank battalion will be
able to train with firing lasers at pop-
up targets and moving targets on a
range built to 1:5 scale.

Second Lt. Harvey Dickerson
of Albany served as the Project Of-
ficer-in-charge overseeing the efforts
of 15 engineers and one medic.

The 205th Engineer Battalion worked on several projects during Annual Training. They
continued work on the two K-Spans at Camp Minden that will eventually house the HET
Transportation unit. (Photo by MAJ Maria LoVasco, STARC PAO)

“This was a Project where
these troops could really train on their
engineer skills,” he said. “We had
three talented and experienced non-
commissioned officers who were
teaching these green troops the
ropes.” o
' Once annual training was over,
Dickerson accepted a full-time posi-
tion with the Guard’s Youth Challenge
Program working as a Case Manager
at the program’s mentor center in New
Orleans.
Elsewhere at Camp Minden,
Staff Sgt. Simmie Brown of
Madisonville supervised the on-going
construction of two K-span buildings.
Seventeen engineers of Company C
in Slidell were running electricity and
constructing walls on the front and
rear of the arched metal buildings.
They will eventually serve as an ar-
mory and a dining facility for the
Guard’s 1083™ Transportation Com-

pany.

Brown joined the Guard 20
years ago and said he still felt like he
was 18. “I’m going to stay till [ can’t
move no more,” he said.

Full-time Brown works with
the Louisiana National Guard’s
Counter Drug Program assigned to
U.S. Customs in New Orleans.

~ Near Pineville at Camp
Livingston the 205" extended a road
deep in the wooded training areas.
This extension opened up more biv-
ouac areas for the Guard.

_ An abandoned and overrun
10%%1n§ trail has been extended by
4,000 feet and widened from 5 feet
to 40 feet, complete with ditches.

~ Nearby at the Leadership Re-
action Course, other engineers were
puttm% the finishing touches on a
cinderblock latrine and shower. It re-
placed a nearby wooden latrine which
suffered frozen pipes in the winter
months. The cinderblock will offer
better protection from the elements
for both the plumbing and the soldiers
who use it.

In Pineville, 205® en%in(;ers
were completing a road off of High-
way 165 that served as the access
road to a Girl Scout campground
area. The road had degenerated into
a pothole-ridden narrow alley. The
engmeers tore up the patched asphalt
and widened the road to allow two cars

See 205th on Page 32
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